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PREFACE. 



The following work consists of a course of Lectures 
preached on the Thursday evenings in Lent 1877. 
They are now published (with additions) at the 
request of those who heard them. 

The Author makes no pretence to originality. 
His aim has been not novelty but truth. He 
desires to express his obligations to many labourers 
in the wide field of prophetic study. In particular, 
he has reaped much benefit from the lucid exposi- 
tions of Kev. C. Molyneux, during his ministry at 
St. Paul's, Onslow Square; from the able and 
scholarly Lectures on Daniel by the late Dr. 
Tregelles ; and from the writings of Mr. B. W. 
Newton, whose accurate knowledge of and deep 
insight into the Word of Ood are not known as he 
ventures to think they should be. 

Many of the views upheld will provoke hostile 
criticism, especially that coxitamsdi m Cbs^* 3 *^ 
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headed "Babylon." The writer disclaims the 
slightest pretension to infallibility. He states 
honestly what, after much study and prayer, he 
believes to be the teaching of Scripture. For 
further light he will be deeply thankful. His only 
claim is to be judged by the Scripture, and by it 
alone. 

Those who heard the Lectures will notice that 
for the most part the appeals to the unsaved which 
accompanied each discourse have been omitted. 
The reason is, that the Lectures are printed for 
believers, and so it was thought advisable to substi- 
tute for them fresh matter bearing on the subject 
in hand 

No one feels more deeply than the Author the 
many imperfections of this little volume; but he 
ventures, with all humility, to lay it before the 
Church of Christ, praying that He will pardon what 
is wrong, and bless what is in accordance with His 
written Word. May He vouchsafe, of His great 
mercy, to use it for the glory of His holy name and 
the instruction of His believing people ! 

St. Judk's, Glasgow, September 1877. 
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THE SECOND ADVENT. 



CHAPTER I. 

PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION. 

When Demosthenes was asked the secret of his 
wonderful oratory, his reply was — Firstly, action; 
secondly, action; thirdly, action. So when the 
believer is asked what is the key to the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, his answer is — Firstly, secondly, 
thirdly, its verbal inspiration and infallible autho- 
rity. To understand the Bible aright, we must 
reverently bow before it, carefully study its every 
word, and implicitly receive its teaching. It dis- 
tinctly claims, be it ever remembered, this verbal 
inspiration : " Which things also we speak, not in 
the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth " (i Cor. ii. 1 3). The fol- 
lowing pages are written for those who have tested 
and admitted this claim. I do not attempt to prove 
it That has been done by many writers. I assume 
its reality. 
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In order to ascertain what is taught in Scripture 
as to unfulfilled prophecy, it is needful to lay down 
clearly at the outset that we seek to know what the 
Word of God says. We do not ask what is likely, 
but what is revealed. Erroneous inferences may 
indeed be drawn from the Bible, but my endeavour 
is to present to the reader's mind a summary of 
those passages which relate to the Lord's coming 
and the events connected therewith. There can 
be no error in them. May the Spirit of God bless 
them to our hearts ! 

From this fact of Scripture's plenary verbal 
authority two principles may be readily deduced. 
These principles are, I believe, of the utmost im- 
portance, not only in the study of prophecy, but of 
all revealed truth. I bespeak for them most ear- 
nestly the candid and prayerful consideration of the 
reader. 

I. The first of these is, that there is no exaggera- 
tion in Scripture. Exaggeration necessarily implies 
untruth, and that could never be written by the finger 
of God. Even believers get into the habit of reading 
a passage and passing it by with the comment, " It 
is only poetry ! " This is a most pernicious prac- 
tice. What is meant by poetry ? Does it involve 
exaggeration — that is, untruth ? If so, there can 
be no poetry in the Word of God. Does it, on the 
other hand, mean simply figurative language ? Then 
we gladly admit that the Bible contains poetry. 
Everything turns upon the meaning attached to the 
word jpoetry. Only let us bear in mind that every 
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figure has a meaning ; that every illustration is in- 
tended to show something ; and that in the figure 
or illustration there is no exaggeration. 

I will select two passages which are often emptied 
of their meaning on the plea that they are figurative. 
These are samples of many others, (a) Matt. xxiv. 
After describing a siege of Jerusalem which syn- 
chronises with the period of unequalled tribulation, 
our Lord foretells His coming : " As the lightning 
cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west, so shall also the coming of the . Son of Man 
be" (ver. 27). He then adds, "Immediately after 
the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dar- 
kened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the 
stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the 
heavens shall be shaken. And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven, and then 
shall all the tribes of the earth (y^?, land) mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coining in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And 
He shall send His angels with a great sound of a 
trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 
the other" (vers. 29-31). Surely any unpre- 
judiced reader of the Bible would see here clearly 
set forth that great event which is the hope of the 
Church, the Lord's coming. The language is plain, 
obvious, and not figusative. Yet a well-known 
commentator (Scott), having decided that the siege 
here prophesied is past, is obliged, in order to square 
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his system of interpretation with the passage, to 
take this as already fulfilled ! 

I quote from his Commentary as follows : — " The 
expression, ' immediately after the tribulation of those 
days/ restricts the primary sense of them (i.e. y these 
words) to the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
events consequent to it. The darkening of the sun 
and moon, the falling of the stars, and the shaking 
of the powers of the heavens, denote the utter 
extinction of the light of prosperity and privilege to 
the Jewish nation. ... At the same time He would 
send forth His angels (or messengers, the preachers 
of the Gospel), as with a great sound of a trumpet." 
Feeling, I suppose, the inadequacy of such an 
exposition, Scott adds, "But the whole passage 
will have a more literal and far more august ac- 
complishment at the day of judgment." The 
" primary " fulfilment of this simple prophecy of 
Christ, according to this commentator, took place at 
the siege of Jerusalem by Titus. The signs in the 
heavens and the darkening of the sun and moon 
meant simply the extinction of Israeli prosperity 
and the sending forth of the angels, the preaching 
of the Gospel. Strange indeed! In Matt. xiii. 
40, 41, I read, "As therefore the tares are gathered 
and burned in the fire, so shall it be in the end of 
the world (al&vos, age). The Son of man shall send 
forth His angels, and they shall gather out of His 
kingdom all things that offend ; " and in verse 49, 
" So shall it be at the end of the world (al&vos, age), 
the angels shall come forth." In 2 Thess. i. 7, we 
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are told that " the Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with His mighty angels." And yet in 
Matt. xxiv. the coming of the Lord with His angels 
means that at the destruction of Jerusalem He sent 
out preachers of the Gospel ! Such an exposition 
seems to me dangerously like explaining away the 
Word of God. There is no exaggeration in St. 
Matt. xxiv. But (0) the other passage I venture to 
select is Eev. vi. We find there, couched in language 
of awful sublimity, a description of the last great day 
of the Lord. I transcribe part of it : " And I beheld 
when he had opened the sixth seal, and lo, there was 
a great earthquake; and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood. . . . 
And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, and every bondman and every free- 
man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of 
the mountains, and said to the mountains and rocks, 
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that 
sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the 
Lamb : for the great day of His wrath is come, and 
who shall be ablfc to stand ? " It seems almost 
incredible that any should suppose this scene to 
have been accomplished. But so it is. Elliott tells 
us in his " Horae Apocalyptica " that what is intended 
here is that Paganism was to be defeated, and 
Christianity (or rather a corrupt form of it) made 
the state religion of the Eoman Empire by Constan- 
tine ! The language here is startling, the judgment 
universal, the wrath irresistible. Tke ca\&ta\!&&kR& 
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are darkened, earth shaken ; " every mountain and 
island moved out of their places ; " all men flee to 
the hills and rocks for shelter ; the great day of 
God's wrath has come. And yet, it all means that 
a state religion is changed ! Nothing more. I 
appeal to every candid reader, is not this on the 
face of it an explaining away of the most solemn 
denunciations of Scripture ? We may rest assured 
that not one jot or tittle shall pass from the law 
till all is fulfilled. There is no exaggeration in 
Eev. vi. 

No one will deny that there are figures of speech 
in the Bible. They abound. As an Eastern book 
it is clothed in language suited to the East. What 
I contend for is, that each figure has a simple definite 
meaning, and that for this meaning we must search. 
Thus in Ezek. xxxvii. 15-22, the prophet is com- 
manded to take two sticks, one to represent Judah, 
the other Israel. These sticks become one in his 
hand. Thus God taught that the two kingdoms 
shall even yet be reunited. The action was sym- 
bolic, but how easily understood ! How simple ! 
Take another case. In Eev. i. 20, we read of seven 
stars and seven candlesticks. This is figurative. 
But how plain the interpretation! The stars are 
the angels of the churches, while the churches are 
the candlesticks. In daily conversation figures of 
speech are freely employed. But they are used to 
explain or express, not to mystify. So in the Bible. 
" The entrance of Thy Word giveth light." This, 
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then, is my first principle or canon of interpretation. 
Scripture, being truth, contains no exaggeration. 

II. My second is this : We must expect a literal 
fulfilment of its prophecies. Hooker's authority is 
deservedly great in the Church of England. His 
dictum is this, " I hold it for a most infallible rule 
in expositions of Sacred Scripture, that where a 
literal construction will stand, the farthest from the 
letter is commonly the worst " (Eccl. Pol. v. ix. 2). 
But let me not be misunderstood. If a passage is a 
plain statement of simple fact, then receive it as 
such ; but if it is figurative, seek by careful study 
the meaning of the figure, and look then for the 
actual accomplishment of that which is foretold. 
In daily life we know when we read a figurative 
expression, and we can generally tell the meaning 
of the figure. But it may be asked, is there any 
ground for expecting a literal fulfilment of the pro- 
phecies ? Our reply is, Ample ground. In the Word 
of God are found two series of predictions regarding 
our blessed Lord, the one describing His first com- 
ing, and the latter His second. One series has been 
accomplished, the other has not. The former was 
fulfilled to the letter, and therefore the inference is 
irresistible, so will the latter be. The Jews indeed 
spiritualised the cross, but the event showed that 
they were wrong. Has not a very large section of 
the Church spiritualised the crown? And will 
not the event prove them in error too ? But the 
Church is less excusable than Israel. If she 
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spiritualises the glory, she does so after having seen 
the Jewish spiritualiser convicted of error. 

Let us examine some of these predictions con- 
cerning our Lord's life on earth. Christ was to be 
born in Bethlehem. "Thou Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall He come forth unto Me that is 
to be Euler in Israel; whose goings forth have been 
of old, from everlasting " (Micah v. 2). The fulfil- 
ment of this is thus recorded : Herod " demanded 
of them where Christ should be born. And they 
said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea ; for thus it 
is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in 
the land of Juda," &c. (Matt. ii. 5, 6). It was 
fulfilled literally. Again, Christ was to be born of 
a virgin : " Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear 
a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel " (Isa. 
vii. 14). In Matt. i. 18-25, the accomplishment 
of the prophecy is revealed by the Evangelist. It 
was fulfilled literally. Christ's betrayal by an inti- 
mate friend for a definite sum of money was fore- 
shown: "Mine own familiar friend, in whom I 
trusted, which did eat of My bread, hath lifted up 
his heel against Me." " They weighed for My price 
thirty pieces of silver " (Ps. xli. 9 ; Zech. xi. 12). 
The fulfilment is thus given : " I speak not of you 
all; I know whom I have chosen: but, that the 
Scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread 
with Me hath lifted up his heel against Me. . . And 
when He had dipped the sop, He gave it to Judas 
I&cariot." "Then one of the twelve, called Judas 
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Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said unto 
them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver 
Him unto you ? And they covenanted with him for 
thirty pieces of silver" (John xiii. 18, 26; Matt. 
xxvi 14, 15). All was fulfilled literally. So too 
with the triumphal entry into Jerusalem. " Eejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion ; shout, daughter of 
Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh unto thee ; He 
is just, and having salvation ; lowly, and riding upon 
an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass " (Zech. 
ix. 9). Carefully is it pointed out that the Lord 
Jesus did enter into the city riding upon the foal 
of an' ass (Matt. xxi. 1-9). Jerusalem did not 
mean the Church, or the ass humility, as might have 
been imagined. Jerusalem meant Jerusalem, and 
the ass meant the ass. It was fulfilled literally. In 
Gethsemane and on the cross the same thing is 
observable. " They shall smite the Judge of Israel 
with a rod upon His cheek" (Micah v. 1). "They 
took the reed and smote Him on the head " (Matt. 
xxvii. 30). " I hid not My face from shame and 
spitting" (Isa. i. 6). "They spit on Him" (Matt, 
xxvii. 30). " They pierced My hands and My feet." 
"They shall look on Me whom they pierced" (Ps. xxii. 
16; Zech. xii. 10). "There they crucified Him" 
(John xix. 1 8). Yet not one bone of that sacred body 
could be broken: "Neither shall ye break a bone there- 
of" (Exod. xii. 46). " These things were done that the 
Scripture might be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall not 
be broken" (John xix. 36). "My God ! My God ! why 
hast Thou forsaken Me " (Ps. xxii. 1). " Jesus cried 
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with a loud voice, My God ! my God ! why hast Thou 
forsaken Me ? " (Matt, xxvii. 46). " They part My gar- 
ments among them, and cast lots upon My vesture " 
(Ps. xxii. 1 8). " Then the soldiers, when they had 
crucified Jesus, took His garments, and made four 
parts, to every soldier a part; and also His coat: 
now the coat w,as without seam, woven from the top 
throughout. They said therefore among themselves, 
Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall 
be : that the Scripture might be fulfilled " (John xix. 
2 3, 24). " They gave Me also gall for My meat ; and 
in My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink " (Ps. 
lxix. 21). " Thy gave Him vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall" (Matt, xxvii. 34). "He was numbered 
with the transgressors" (Isa. liii. 1 2). " They crucified 
Him and the malefactors, one on the right hand and 
the other on the left" (Luke xxiii. 33). "He made 
His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His 
death " (Isa. liii. 9). " When Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a linen cloth, and laid it in 
his own new tomb" (Matt, xxvii. 59, 60). 

These incidents, so minutely described, were all 
of them fulfilled literally. Every detail came to 
pass just exactly as had been foretold. Prophecy 
in the past has, then, beyond dispute been accom- 
plished to the letter. And this is our guide for the 
future. We expect the glory to be as real as the 
shame,, the throne in Jerusalem as literal as the 
cross " without the gate." 

There is another reason, however, for reading 
prophecy literally. If the prophecies are spiritua- 
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lised, why not the miracles ? If the Kevelation, why 
not the Gospels ? If I am at liberty to say that 
the Lord's coming means death, that His reigning 
in Jerusalem means reigning in the heart of His 
people, why may not the rationalist explain the 
resurrection of Lazarus as an allegory ? Nay, why 
should he not contend that the resurrection of 
Christ means the spread of Christianity? One 
spiritualises, that is, explains away, the prophecies, 
and the other the miracles. Is there much to 
choose between the two ? Is not one as bad as 
the other ? 

Thus then we conclude, that when prophecy can 
be understood literally without an absurdity, it is 
to be so taken. TYhen the language is obviously 
figurative, the meaning of the figure is to be sought. 

Having, then, laid down our two canons or prin- 
ciples of interpretation, let us proceed to apply 
them to one or two passages by way of illustration. 
First let us turn to Zech. xiv. There we read as 
follows : " Behold, the day of the Lord cometh, and 
thy spoil shall be divided in the midst of thee. 
For I will gather all nations against Jerusalem to 
battle, and the city shall be taken. . . . Then shall 
the Lord go forth and fight against those nations, 
as when He fought in the day of battle. And His 
feet shall stand in that day upon the Mount of 
Olives. . . . The Lord my God shall come and all 
the saints with Thee" (Zech. xiv. 1-5). Here the 
whole passage can be understood literally. The 
assertions of Zechariah touching tha eixtty \ato J^ra.- 
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salem, the thirty pieces of silver, and the piercing 
of the Lord, have been already literally fulfilled, 
as we have seen. So we conclude that Jerusalem 
here, as in chapter ix., means Jerusalem ; that the 
city shall yet be besieged by the nations, and that 
in the midst of the siege the Lord shall come in 
person : " His feet shalL stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives." Clear as all this may seem to 
some, it is not so to all. Thus Scott expounds the 
chapter to mean that Christ came when Jerusalem 
was taken by Titus, " to destroy Jerusalem and to 
establish the Gospel church." (The prophet, be it 
observed, says that He shall fight for Jerusalem 
and against the nations.) The cleaving asunder of 
the Mount of Olives means thQ admission of the 
Gentiles to the Church ! Such a system of exposi- 
tion stands self-condemned. Such handling of the 
Word of God is to be deeply deplored. To treat 
the Bible so is to make it mean anything we 
choose, and to put into the hand of infidelity a 
weapon ready made. 

Take another chapter, Eev. xiii. There a 
" beast " is brought before us, who blasphemes God 
and persecutes the saints, who shall be worshipped 
by all the dwellers upon the Eoman earth except 
the elect. Any child can see at a glance that the 
"beast" is a figure. This being admitted by all, 
the next question is, of what is it figurative ? 
Naturally enough opinions are here divided. Some 
say it means a system or empire, others a man. 
Comparing the passage with other Scripture, many 
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reasons are apparent which induce us to regard it 
as a man. Thus, " Let him that hath understand- 
ing count the number of the beast ; for it is the 
number of A man" (Eev. xiii. 18). Here is no 
figure, but an explanation of the figure. The beast 
is a man. 

Again we read, " I saw the beast and the kings 
of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to 
make war against Him that sat on the horse, and 
against His army. And the beast was taken, and 
with him the false prophet. . . . These both were 
cast alive into a lake of fire " (Eev. xix. 19, 
20). One can hardly speak of an empire or a 
system being cast alive into helL That can be 
asserted only of a man. So at the* close of the mil- 
lennium, a thousand years after the event described 
above, we read, " The devil . . . was cast into the 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and 
night for ever and ever" (Eev. xx. 10). A system 
or empire cannot be tormented in hell, a man can. 
Further remarks on the personality of Antichrist I 
reserve for a future chapter. I merely allude to 
this as showing how by attention to plain Scriptures 
we get the key to the symbolic. The beast is a 
figure, but, we humbly think, on the strength of the 
three passages quoted, of a man. 

In reading prophecy, however, one caution must 
be borne in mind. The visions are not always in 
chronological order. In fact, it is often found that 
the blessing to be ultimately gbren \&ftx&\» ^£&rciS&R&» 
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and then the sorrows and darkness which precede 
it. The heavenly city is seen from the Delectable 
Mountains before the enchanted ground jTand the 
dark river are crossed. God cheers us with tha 
prospect of the glory, and then details the duties 
pertaining to us in this present evil age. The 
same course is commonly followed in natural 
things. The brief announcement is first made that 
victory is won, and then follows an account of the 
struggle and the steps which led to the result. So 
in the Word of God, " The morning cometh and 
also the night " (Isa. xxi. 1 2). Night precedes 
morning, but, amid the shades of darkness deepen- 
ing around us, we are cheered with the hope — " the 
morning cometh." The bright morning "without 
clouds " shall yet dawn ; but remember, before that 
the darkness must deepen into antichristian gloom. 
Inky black shall be that darkness, relieved only by 
the fires of Satan's kindling. The victory is sure, 
but before the Church is yet her sharpest struggle. 
God points us in prophetic Scriptures to the morn- 
ing, the victory, and then details the darkness and 
the conflict. Thus we may take Isaiah ii. 1—5 as 

. a case in point. Millennial -glory is there depicted : 
" It shall come to pass in the last days, that the 
mountain of the Lord's house shall be established in 
the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above 
the hills ; and all nations shall flow unto it. . . . 
He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke 
many people ; and they shall beat their swords into 

ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks : 
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nation shall not lift sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more/' Blessed prospect ! 
Here, unmistakably, is the fulfilment of the oft- 
repeated prayer, " Thy kingdom come." Jerusalem 
is restored to favour. She is the centre of light 
and blessing to the whole world, and peace reigns 
universally. Never yet has anything correspond- 
ing to this been seen. But what follows ? In verse 
6, we read " Therefore (or but, *p) Thou hast forsaken 
Thy people, the house of Jacob." And through the 
remainder of chapter ii. and the whole of chapter 
iii. is contained a sorrowful account of Israel's 
apostasy and consequent chastisement. Not that 
this is subsequent to the glory already depicted. It 
precedes it in point of time. The millennial glory of 
God's people is first given, and then the sad period 
of darkness and rebellion which, as other passages 
teach, shall immediately usher in the reign of the 
Lord Jesus. Another instance that may be adduced 
is Eev. vi. I have already alluded to the unsatis- 
factory attempts made by many expositors to fit in 
the prophecy there given with past events. Such 
attempts show how sadly men's minds may be 
warped by prejudice. If a writer starts with the 
definite principle that the Revelation must contain 
an outline of a series of events in chronological 
order, then chapter vi. must be made to correspond 
with something that has taken place. How much 
simpler to admit at the outset that the language 
there used has reference to the judgments of the great 
day, and to see in the chapter a bttet wh 'rau&xsts^ 
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up to the end. The same principle which has 
already been shown to underlie the opening chap- 
ters of Isaiah will be then recognised here. The 
final outpouring of wrath is first given, and then the 
judgments by which it shall be preceded. Nor let 
it be supposed that this principle is confined to the 
prophetic Scriptures. It is equally seen elsewhere. 
Thus in Gen. i. to ii. 4, is a preliminary account of 
the creation. This includes the work of the sixth 
day : " So God created man in His own image, in 
the image of God created he him, male and female 
created He them " (ver. 27). Here then is the crea- 
tion not of Adam only, but of Eve also ; and yet no 
hint is given as to the means employed in either 
case. This is the outline, afterwards the details 
are filled in. In the next section, chap. ii. 4, to 
iii. 24, which is marked by the introduction of the 
name Lord God, particulars are furnished. God, 
^, the Creator, appears now as Jehovah or Lord, the 
God of grace, about to inaugurate His dealings with 
men. We are told of the formation first of Adam, 
then of Eve. " The Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life, and man became a living soul " 
(ii. 7). The fact of man's creation was given in the 
first account, but here the means are described. 
Similarly with Eve. " The Lord God caused a 
deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept ; and He 
took one of the ribs, and closed up the flesh instead 
thereof, and the rib which the Lord God had taken 
from man made He a woman" (chap. ii. 21, 22). 
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There is no contradiction. The latter is fuller than 
the former. Take another case — the history of the 
Mood. Noah is bidden first of all to take " of every 
living thing of all flesh, two of every sort " (Gen. 
vi 20). Subsequently he is commanded to take of 
every clean beast by sevens, i.e., seven pairs (Gen. 
vii. 2) ; of others by pairs, i.e., one pair. The second 
command was supplementary to the first, not con- 
tradictory to it. Thus we need not be surprised to 
find the prophetic visions constructed on the same 
basis. It is exactly what we should expect. 

To sum up briefly, then, what has been laid down 
in this chapter. We believe Scripture to be in- 
spired plenarily and verbally. It cannot be broken. 
Not one jot or tittle can fail. Eecognising this truth, 
we deduce from it two principles : the first is, that 
there is no exaggeration in the language employed ; 
and, the second, that where the passage is not obvi- 
ously and incontestably figurative, it is to be taken 
literally. With these two principles we bear in mind 
one caution, viz., that the visions are not always in 
chronological order, but frequently describe first 
that which is to be fulfilled last. 

If these principles are fairly applied, I believe 
it will be found that prophecy becomes, what it was 
intended to be, a light, a guide, and not a riddle. 
I would earnestly commend to the study of the 
reader the often-misread passage, 2 Peter i. 19, 2 1, a 
few remarks upon which may fitly close this chapter. 
"We have also a more sure word of prophecy 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed m ojcwrr 
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hearts — until the day dawn. . . . Knowing this 
first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is iSia? 
€7rt\v<7e<k>?," of private unravelling. The unravel- 
ling or interpretation does not, I believe, refer 
to the exposition of Scripture, to our unfold- 
ing of its teaching, as is often hastily assumed. 
Eather does St. Peter say that the written Word, or 
prophecy, is not the private idea of the writer. He 
does not unravel the future himself. What he says 
is not his own personal thought. It is the result 
of God's interpretation to him by revelation. God 
thus interprets the future, and this is committed to 
writing. What is so written is Scripture, which 
is the direct result of God's interpretation to the 
prophet. Hence the force of what follows : " For 
the prophecy came not at any time by the will of 
man; but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." Prophecy is here 
regarded not as darkness but light, not as an enigma 
but its solution, not as a mystery but as a key 
wherewith to unlock the mystery. It was given 
to teach, not to perplex, to make plain, not to 
obscure. 

Header, do you thus view it? "All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable." 
This includes prophecy. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

THE ADVENT PftEMILLENNIAL. 

Having thus discussed our principles of interpreta- 
tion, we are in a position to approach the considera- 
tion of the great prophetic question, Is the Second 
Advent premillennial ? That a millennium, a length- 
ened period of peace and happiness, when the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, is in 
store for this sin-sick earth of ours, is admitted by 
all Christians. The predictions of Scripture are so 
plain that none can doubt the fact. " As truly as 
I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of 
the Lord" (Num. xiv. 21). But when inquiry is 
made as to the time of this glorious period, and the 
means by which it is introduced, a difference of 
opinion is at once apparent. Some say that by the 
preaching of the Gospel the world shall be converted 
and the millennium brought about. Others teach 
that this dispensation shall end in apostasy, and that 
when evil has reached its climax the Lord shall come 
in person, defend His own cause, and reign in mani- 
fested glory. The former view teaches the Church 
to expect first the millennium and then the Advent, 
while the latter places the Adxen\» fosfc «&&. ^&fc 
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millennium second. It will thus be seen that the 
difference of opinion involves a practical result. 
Am I to look for the millennium or the coming of 
Christ ? If the former, it follows of necessity that 
at least a thousand years must elapse from the 
present time before the Lord can come. Thus all 
the passages which speak of His return are not for 
me. I may anticipate death ; I may think of going 
to Him ; but I cannot possibly see Him coming in 
the glory of the Father. Such passages as these, 
" I will come again and receive you unto Myself," 
"Behold, I come quickly," "The coming of the 
Lord draweth nigh," are not for me. They may 
comfort saints living at the close of the millennium, 
but have no message for us now. The subject, 
then, is not a theoretical one, but intensely practical. 
The view we individually take will colour our whole 
life. 

There are four principal reasons which lead me 
to hold the premillennial view, i.e., to expect no 
millennium till the Lord Jesus returns. They are as 
follows : — 

i. Antichrist is to be destroyed at the Second 
Advent. The great importance of this evidence will 
be immediately seen ; for if so, how can the earth 
be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the 
waters cover the sea prior to the Advent ? Can we 
imagine Satan's masterpiece — Antichrist — triumph- 
ing and persecuting the saints in the millennium ? 
But to the proof of our assertion. I select 2 Thess. 
ii St Paul is there teaching the Thessalonians the 
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great truth of the Lord's return. In a previous 
epistle he had done this, and had been misunder- 
stood. They were forsaking their ordinary avoca- 
tions, thinking that at any moment the Lord might 
appear. This mistake is corrected in the second 
epistle. The Apostle there writes, "We beseech 
you, brethren, by (or rather concerning, inrep) the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, . . . that ye be 
not soon shaken in mind, ... as that the day of 
Christ is at hand " (evearrfKev, is PRESENT, not " at 
hand," vide Alford in loc). The day of the Lord be- 
gins in heaven, not on earth. No human eye beholds 
the solemn scene which ushers it in, described in 
Dan. vii. 13, 14. The error of the Thessalonians 
was, that the day had actually begun in heaven, and 
that at any instant the promised glory might appear 
on earth. St. Paul corrects this by showing that 
before that day many signs must be given, many 
events happen. u That day shall not come except 
there come the apostasy (17 airoa-Taaui) first, and that 
man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition. . . . 
The mystery of lawlessness doth already work, only 
he who now hindereth will hinder until he be taken 
out of the way." Something — I believe God's pro- 
vidential restraint — is described as preventing for a 
season the full development of Antichrist ; but at 
the appointed time this restraint shall be withdrawn, 
and " then shall the lawless one be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth 
and destroy with the brightness of His coming." 
Here is a clear assertion that Aiitidmsfc \s> tas&ro}^. 
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with the " brightness " of Christ's " coming." All 
that we have to do is to ascertain the meaning of 
the expression " the brightness of His coming." The 
original is ttj hrufraveia ti}? irapovaia^ avTov, " with 
the Epiphany of His coming." Both words are used 
repeatedly to express the Lord's Second Advent, and 
neither of them, I believe, ever means anything but 
a personal coming. The former, eiru^aveia, is found 
in the following passages only : — " Keep this com- 
mandment without spot, unrebukable, until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ" (i Tim. vi. 
1 4). " His own purpose and grace, which was given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began, but is 
now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ" (2 Tim. i. 9, 10). "I charge thee 
before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and dead at His appearing and 
kingdom" (2 Tim. iv. 1). "Henceforth there is 
laid up for me a crown of righteousness, . . . and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love 
His appearing " (2 Tim. iv. 8). " Looking for that 
blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ " (Titus ii. 1 3). 

In these Scriptures, which are the only passages 
where the word is found, it once means the Lord's 
first coming (2 Tim. i. 9, 1 o). In the rest, it describes 
His second coming, and has reference to the heavenly 
glory which shall then shine forth before an astonished 
universe from His Divine person. " We know that 
when He shall be manifested, we shall be like Him, 
for we shall see Him as He is " (1 John iii. 2). 
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The other word, "coming," is of more frequent 
occurrence; but I do not know a single instance 
where it means any but a personal coming. 
Thus, "What shall be the sign of Thy coming?" 
"As the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be." "As the days 
of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the 
Son of man be" (Matt. xxiv. 3, 27, 37). 
"Every man in his own order; Christ the first- 
fruits ; afterward they that are Christ's at His cora- 
ing" (1 Cor. xv. 23). "Abide in Him, that when 
He shall appear we may have confidence, and not be 
ashamed before Him at His coming " (1 John ii. 28). 
It is used of the coming of individuals as follows : 
"I am glad of the coming of Stephanas" (1 Cor. 
xvi. 17). "God, that comforteth those that are 
cast down, comforted us by the coming of Titus " 
(2 Cor. vii. 6). " That your rejoicing may be more 
abundant in Jesus Christ for me by my coming to 
you again" (Phil. i. 26). 

There is thus abundant evidence that the expres- 
sion " brightness " or " appearing " " of His coming " 
can only refer to His personal advent. Both words 
are used in the New Testament in that sense, and 
in that sense exclusively. I have thus dwelt upon 
this point because it might possibly be suggested 
that the " coming " described is a spiritual and not 
a literal appearing of our blessed Lord. The above 
comparison of Scripture with Scripture proves that 
this is inadmissible. Now the mcksA. <3t \sri\!&& 
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one is destroyed by this coming. Antichrist then 
does not meet his overthrow till the Lord comes.. 
This proves the truth of our first point. Before 
passing on, however, to the second reason for con- 
sidering the Advent premillennial, it may be well to 
point out one or two collateral considerations. 

(a) The Advent is remarkably prominent in the 
Epistles to the Thessalonians. It is shown as 
standing in direct relationship to every part of the 
Christian life. Is the attitude of the believer 
under consideration ? He is said to " wait for His 
Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, 
even Jesus, our deliverer from the wrath to come " 
(i Thess. i. 10). Is the reality of Christian hope 
dwelt upon ? " What is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming" (i Thess. ii. 
19). Are we directed to the attainment of holiness? 
Then it is "to the end He may stablish your 
hearts, unblameable in holiness before God, even our 
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 
all His saints " (1 Thess. iii. 13). Is comfort pro- 
vided for those drinking the bitter cup of bereave- 
ment ? It is that " the Lord Himself shall descend 
from heaven, and the dead in Christ shall rise first " 
(1 Thess. iv. 16). 

That day may indeed come to the world suddenly, 
unexpectedly. But " ye, brethren, are not in dark- 
ness, that it should overtake you as a thief." It 
had formed the subject of apostolic instruction. It 
was not teaching for advanced believers, but for 
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those who had only just emerged from heathen 
darkness. The coming of the Lord, then, and not the 
TrnllPTiTnnTnj is here put forward as the great object of 
Christian hope. 

But (@) much light is thrown by this chapter 
(2 Thess. ii.) upon Isaiah xi. That passage is some- 
times read as if it overlooked the Advent altogether, 
and was thus evidence against the premillennial 
theory. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
The prophet begins thus : " And there shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem (JN3, rather hewn stump) 
of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots." 
Here is described Christ's second coming. Mark 
the language. From the hewn stump the rod 
sprouts. The hewn stump involves the cross. The 
tree was cut down, and yet it sprouts forth again. 
" And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, 
. . . and shall make Him of quick understand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord." This literally is " His 
sense of smell," that is, delight is in " the fear of 
the Lord." Of. " The Lord smelled a savour of rest" 
(Gen. viii. 21). As God's delight is said to be in 
that savour which typifies the merits of Christ, so 
Christ's delight is in the fear of the Lord. " He 
shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither 
reprove after the hearing of His ears; but with 
righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove 
with equity for the meek of the earth; and He 
shall smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and 
with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked." 
This is the passage quoted in the cftia^\&T ^^ \astt^ 



26 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

been considering, viz., 2 Thess. ii. : " Then shall that 
Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of His mouth, and destroy with the 
brightness of His coming." Thus we learn that the 
destruction spoken of by the prophet takes place at 
the personal appearing of the Lord Jesus. The 
chapter opens with a vision of millennial glory, and 
then glances retrospectively at the judgment with 
which that glory was inaugurated. Following the 
Second Advent, and annihilation of the Man of Sin 
is the well-known promise : " The wolf also shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid ; . . . the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea." 
By a comparison, therefore, of this verse with 2 Thess. 
ii., we learn clearly that this blessed consummation 
is preceded by the " Epiphany of His coming." It 
is difficult to overrate the importance of the evidence 
furnished by this chapter (2 Thjess. ii.) in favour of 
the premillennial Advent. 

To proceed, however. 

II. My second reason is, that a period of un- 
equalled trouble immediately precedes the Second 
Advent. It is that Advent by which it is termi- 
nated. The Scripture to which I appeal is Matt. 
xxiv. The prophecy there recorded is given 
also by St. Mark and St. Luke, but with a 
difference. A careful comparison of the three ac- 
counts shows us that St. Matthew and St. Mark 
describe an event yet future, while St. Luke refers 
to the siege under Titus. The siege foretold in Luke 
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is characterised thus : " When ye shall see Jerusa- 
lem compassed with armies" (Luke xxi 20). How 
different the language of the other Evangelists ! 
They speak of the "abomination of desolation" 
(Matt. xxiv. 1 S ; Mark xiii 1 4). When that is 
seen in the holy place, then the disciples are to flee ; 
whereas in Luke the sign is Jerusalem being com- 
passed with armies. When Jerusalem was besieged 
by the Eomans, it is simply a matter of history that 
the Eoman general, after completely surrounding the 
devoted city, did retire, for no apparent reason what- 
ever ; that the Christians recognised this as the sign 
given in St. Luke, fled to Pella, and so escaped. 
But the " abomination of desolation " has never yet 
stood in the holy place. " Abomination " simply 
means idol. The idol of desolation is yet future. 
It is spoken of in Dan. xii. 1 1, and there connected 
with the time of the end. (See also Eev. xiii 1 4, 
15.) Again the sign described in Luke is not 
spoken of as the period of unequalled tribulation. 
" These be the days of vengeance," that is all (Luke 
xxi. 22). The result of the siege is thus given 
(ver. 24), "They shall fall by the edge of the 
sword, and shall be led away .captive into all nations, 
and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gen- 
tiles until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." 
Accurately has this been fulfilling for 1800 years I 
There is no hint here of the Lord's coming to de- 
liver His people. The enemy triumphs ; Israel is 
scattered. Then follows (ver. 25), "And there shall 
be signs in the sun, . « . and then sJd&Bl Xtass^j *&fc> 
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the Son of man coming in a cloud." Observe 
particularly it does not say " immediately " after the 
tribulation. There is no hint of this in Luke, be- 
cause the siege he describes is past. The Advent 
was not predicted to occur immediately after that. 
There must be an interval of over 1800 years. 
But Matthew and Mark are different. They both 
speak of the tribulation as unequalled, and as closed 
only by the Advent. " Then shall be great tribula- 
tion, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be." " Im- 
mediately, after the tribulation of those days shall 
the sun be darkened and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and 
the powers of the heavens shall be shaken, and then 
shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven " 
(Matt. xxiv. 21, 29). "In those days shall be 
affliction, such as was not from the beginning of the 
creation, which God created, unto this time, neither 
shall be." " In those days after that tribulation the 
sun shall be darkened" (Mark xiii. 19, 24). When 
this fact is seen, that Luke describes Jerusalem's 
siege by Titus, and Matthew the yet future hour of 
her trouble before the Advent, much that is obscure 
is cleared up. Difficulties vanish. That which pre- 
viously was vague and shadowy stands out clear 
and distinct. There is no blending of the two 
sieges. Each is separate from the other. Matthew 
describes one, Luke another. 

< But we most turn to the chapter under consi- 
(Matt. xxiv.). .The apostles ask Christ, 
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" What shall be the sign of Thy coming and of the 
end of the age ? " Our Lord's answer is full and 
specific, yet He does not hint that a millennium of 
peace and happiness is to precede that coming. 
That surely, were such the case, would be the most 
unmistakable sign of the Advent. This omission 
tells strongly against the post-millennial theory. 
Christ begins by sketching in outline the course of 
this dispensation. Wars He foretells, and rumours 
of wars ; but" these are no proof of His near ap- 
proach. " The end is not yet " (ver. 6). Iniquity 
is to abound. The love" tcw ttoXKcdv, of the many 
— i.e., the majority — is to wax cold ; the Gospel is 
to be preached as a witness, and " then shall the 
end come " (ver. 1 4). At once after this our atten- 
tion is directed to the great tribulation which, as 
already shown, is to be closed by the Advent. 
"Immediately after the tribulation . . . shall the 
sun be darkened, . . . and they shall see the Son 
of man coming, . . . and He shall send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet ; and they shall 
gather together His elect" (vers. 29-31). This 
trumpet is evidently identical with that in 1 Thess. 
iv, : " The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, *with the voice of the archangel and 
with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first." The trump is the resurrection signal. 
The elect, living and dead, shall be gathered. Similar 
is the testimony afforded by Daniel : " At that time 
shall Michael stand up, , . . and there shall be a 
time of trouble such as never was aincfc ^u&fc ^**& ^ 
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nation even to that same time : and at that time 
Thy people shall be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the Book. And many that 
sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake " (Dan. 
xii. i, 2). Here is also a time of unparalleled 
tribulation; but there cannot be two such periods 
manifestly, therefore both the prophet and Evangelist 
must describe the same. This is beyond controversy 
when we find both speaking of resurrection— the 
resurrection at the Advent — as closing this season 
of fearful trial. Here, then, is my second argument 
in favour of the premillerrnial Advent. Scripture 
shows us that the Lord's coming is immediately 
preceded, not by a millennium, but by a time of 
awful suffering, of which Jerusalem is the centre. 

III. My third point is this. The conversion of 
Israel is preceded by the Lord's coming. It is 
hardly necessary to prove that God's ancient people 
shall yet submit themselves to the righteousness of 
Christ. It is, I believe, all but universally admitted 
by expositors. A millennium with Israel continuing 
in unbelief is incredible. Such an idea is a contra- 
diction in terms. If, then, it can be proved from 
Scripture that Israel's conversion will be effected 
only by the second coming of the Lord Jesus, 
another very strong argument will have been ad- 
vanced in favour of the premillennial Advent. 
There is one chapter to which we instinctively 
turn when thinking of the Divine purposes in re- 
gard to Israel — I mean Eom. xi. There Israel is 
likened to an olive branch. That branch is broken 
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off from the root of promise by reason of unbelief, 
and a wild olive branch is seen grafted in. Gentile 
Christianity stands where the chosen people once 
were ; but this shall not continue. Christendom has 
failed more disastrously than Judaism. Light has 
been rejected. Apostasy has set in. " Blindness in 
part has happened unto Israel, until the fulness of 
the Gentiles be come in." " And so all Israel (not a 
part merely) shall be saved, as it is written, There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn 
away ungodliness from Jacob" (ver. 26). Here is 
the conversion of the nation. But how is it brought 
about ? To what is it ascribed ? Not to the 
preaching of the Gospel, but to the coming of the 
Deliverer, the Second Advent. They shall be con- 
verted then. It will doubtless have been observed 
that the Apostle here quotes from Isaiah lix. In 
that chapter we shall find similar testimony. The 
beginning of it contains an account of a period of 
terrible trial and darkness, evidently corresponding 
with the unequalled tribulation of Daniel and 
Matthew : " We grope for the wall like the blind, 
and we grope as if we had no eyes ; we stumble at 
noonday as in the night. We roar all like bears, 
and mourn sore like doves ; we look for judgment, 
and there is none ; for salvation, but it is far off 
from us. For our transgressions are multiplied before 
Thee, and our sins testify against us " (vers. 10-12). 
And how is Israel delivered ? " The Lord saw it, 
and it displeased Him that there was no judgment. 
. . . He put on righteousness as a breastplate^ and 
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a helmet of salvation upon His head ; and He put on 
the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad 
with zeal as a cloak. According to their deeds, 
accordingly He will repay fury to His adversaries, 
recompense to His jenemies. ... So shall they fear 
the name of the Lord. . . . And the Eedeemer shall 
come to Zion. ... As for Me, This is My covenant, 
saith the Lord ; My Spirit that is upon thee, and 
My words which I have put in thy mouth, shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth 
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever" 
(vers. 15-21). Israel here, as is shown in many 
other passages, is to be brought under the new 
covenant, and to be blessed with the spiritual 
blessings which are ours now. This, be it ob- 
served, follows the coming of the Eedeemer to 
Zion — that is, the Second Advent. 

Another Scripture to which reference may well 
be made is Zech. xii. The future siege and 
unequalled tribulation of Jerusalem are again 
brought before us there. Deliverance is wrought 
by the coming of the Lord, and this is followed by 
the repentance and conversion of Israel. " In that 
day will I make the governors of Judah like an 
hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch of 
fire in a sheaf; and they shall devour all the 
people round about on the right and on the left ; 
... he that is feeble among them at that day 
shall be as David, and the house of David shall 
be as God. And it shall come to pass in that 
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ay that I will seek to destroy all the nations that 
ome against Jerusalem " (vers. 6-9). This destruc- 
ion is effected by the Second Advent, for in chapter 
iv., where again this terrible scene is described, we 
sad, " Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against 
liose nations as when He fought in the day of 
attle ; and His feet shall stand in that day upon 
lie Mount of Olives " (vers. 3, 4). Words could 
ot be plainer. If this is not a personal coming it 
} difficult to imagine how language could express 
uch an idea. But in that day of Jerusalem's 
eliverance and the Lord's coming, Israel is to be 
iken again into favour. " And I will pour upon 
lie house of David and upon the inhabitants of 
erusalem the spirit of grace and of supplications ; 
ud they shall look upon Me whom they have 
ierced, and they shall mourn. ... In that day 
here shall be a fountain opened to the house of ^ 
)avid and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin 
nd for uncleanness " (Zech. xii 10, xiii. 1). 
Behold He cometh with clouds, and every eye 
hall see Him, and they also which pierced Sim " 
Rev. i 7). Thus, then, is it clearly shown that not 
ill the Lord comes and His feet stand again upon 
he Mount of Olives shall the Spirit be poured 
pon Israel, and that gainsaying and rebellious 
eople recognise in Jesus of Nazareth the true 
fessiah. Abundant proof is afforded of our third 
oint, viz., that Israel shall be saved by the personal 
ppearing of the Lord Jesus, and that therefore 
here can be no millennium till then. "Brak — 
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IV. My last reason is the revealed condition of 
the professing Church at the Advent. It will be a 
mixed body, comprising sinners as well as saints, 
professors as well as believers. If this can be 
demonstrated from Scripture, it will follow that 
the whole world will not have been converted ; 
that multitudes of unsaved souls will be found in 
communion with the outward Church; and that 
there will have been no millennium. There are 
two chapters in which instruction is given as to 
the visible Church, to which we may turn. They 
are St. Matt. xiii. and xxv. Seven parables are 
comprised in the former, three in the latter. They 
all have reference to the "kingdom of heaven" 
or professing Church. All who by baptism out- 
wardly acknowledge Christ are included, but not 
infidels, apostates, or Mohammedans. The first 
parable is that of the Sower and the Seed. This 
gives the effect of Gospel preaching, but does not 
bring us to the time of the end. Then follows 
that of the Wheat and Tares. The Lord Him- 
self explains its meaning. The wheat are the 
" children of the kingdom " — true believers ; while 
the tares are the " children of the wicked one " — 
professors. The tares here described are much like 
the wheat. It needs a practised eye to tell one 
from the other. In fact, the tares are a kind of 
spurious wheat — an imitation of it. Professors and 
true believers belong to the same Church, come to 
the same communion, hear the same teaching. He 
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who searches the hearts alone knows with certainty 
who are His and who are not. 

Wheat and tares grow together till the harvest, 
and the harvest is " the end of the age." Then, and 
not till then, does the Son of man gather out of His 
kingdom " all things that offend, and them which 
do iniquity." Then, and not till then, " shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father" (ver. 43). Till the Son of man sends 
forth the angels, then at His coming the outward 
Church is a mixed body. Following the parable of 
the wheat and tares are two which foretell, I believe, 
the progress of the professing Church in apostasy 
and corruption, viz., the Mustard-tree and the 
Leaven. But I do not press this. I do not attempt 
to prove it. It has no direct bearing upon the 
question before us. Next we have the Hid Trea- 
sure and Pearl of great Price. They show, I believe, 
Christ's love for the true Church, and the price 
which He paid for its redemption, His own blood. 
He "loved the Church, and gave Himself for it." 
" He sold all that He had and bought it." " He 
beggared Himself that ye through His beggary 
might be rich" (2 Cor. viii. 9). The pearl was 
purchased at a great price. These two pairs of 
-parables thus show the marked contrast between 
the outward Body and the real Church, between 
Christendom and the Bride of the Lamb. The tree 
and leaven are symbols of one, the treasure and the 
pearl of the other. But this view I do not stay 
to prove. It is not essential to tiifc «^ga3&fe\&. "V 
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merely throw it out for the study of the Bible 
student. The series of parables is closed by the 
"Draw-net." The net is cast into the sea, and 
gathers of every kind, bad as well as good. The 
former are not separated from the latter till " the 
end of the age ; " when " the angels shall come forth 
and sever the wicked from among the just " (ver. 49). 
The whole of this chapter therefore teaches that till 
the Lord comes there will be no millenniumu The 
outward Church will comprise multitudes of pro- 
fessors. 

Similar is the testimony of Matt. xxv. Our 
Lord had previously described the future siege of 
Jerusalem and His own coming, and proceeds, 
"Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened 
unto ten virgins," &c. There can be no doubt, there- 
fore, that this series of parables — three in number — 
sets forth the condition of the professing Church at 
the Advent. And what is that condition ? We are 
constrained to answer — A mixed one. There is no 
universal spread of the Gospel. Five of the virgins 
are wise and five foolish. Some, that is, are saved, 
others not. " I know you not," is the Lord's own 
verdict upon the foolish. Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is compared to a household. Some servants 
are faithful, in varying degrees, but one is slothful 
and wicked. The sentence pronounced upon him is 
the solemn one, " Cast ye the unprofitable servant 
info outer darkness; there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth" (ver. 30). Lastly, we have the 
sheep and goats. " All nations " or rather " all the 
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Gentiles " (iravra ra edvrj), are gathered before Christ. 
All the professing Gentile world, in other words, 
Christendom, or the Iringdom of heaven, is here 
judged. There is no mention of resurrection. It 
is a judgment of the living, of all who, whether in 
pretence or in reality, owned Christ as King. Awful 
is the condemnation of the sinner, "Depart from 
Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire" (ver. 41). I 
will place the sentences pronounced upon mere 
professors in the various parables immediately under 
one another. It will then be readily seen how 
certain it is that many will be found in that day 
unprepared. 

" As, therefore, the tares are gathered and burned 
in the fire ; so shall it be in the end of this age. 
The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and 
they shall gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend and them which do iniquity ; and shall 
cast them into a furnace of fire; there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth " (Matt. xiii. 40-42). 

" So shall it be at the end of the age : the angels 
shall come forth and sever the wicked from among 
the just.; and shall cast them into the furnace of 
fire : there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth " 
(Matt. xiii. 49, 50). 

" He answered and said, Verily, I say unto you, I 
know you not " (Matt. xxv. 1 2). 

" Cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness ; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth" (Matt. xxv. 30). 

"Depart from Me, ye cursed, into ^^a^C\s^% 
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fire, prepared for the devil and his angels" (Matt, 
xxv. 41). 

Plainly, then, may the state of the professing 
Church at the Second Advent be seen. Its mixed 
and imperfect condition is enough to exclude any 
idea of a post-millennial Advent. 

Thus four reasons have been adduced in favour 
of the view that the Lord's return will precede the 
millennium. Any one of these is, I think, enough to 
prove the point. How more than ample is the proof 
resulting from the concurrent testimony of all four ! 

The practical bearing of this truth will be evident 
upon a little reflection. Take two particulars. 

(a) Missionary effort. If the Bible taught that 
the millennium would be brought about by the 
preaching of the Gospel, the object of all Christians 
would be to convert the world. Miserably, in this 
view, has Christianity failed. For 1 800 years the 
work has been progressing, and the vast majority of 
the human race have never heard that name by 
which alone men can be saved ! * But when it is 
borne in mind that the Gospel is not intended to 
convert the world, but to gather out the remnant 
according to the election of grace, then it can be 
seen that, amid all the failures of the Church, 
God's purpose has been in course of accomplishment. 
And this is the Scriptural view. " Simeon hath de- 
clared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
to take out of them a people for His name " (Acts 
xv. 14). It is frequently urged that holders of the 
premillennial theory are remiss in missionary effort. 
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Such a reproach is untrue. They feel that, before 
the Lord comes, His elect must be gathered out. 
Every soul saved takes one obstacle, so to speak, 
out of the way of the Master's return. Forcible is 
the prayer that has ascended from the open graves 
of our land for centuries. Who has not felt its 
power ? " That it may please Thee, of Thy gracious 
goodness, shortly to accomplish the number of Thine 
elect and to hasten Thy kingdom." Not to convert 
the world, then, but to evangelise it, that is, to preach 
the Gospel to it, is our aim. It must be preached 
for a witness, and then shall the end come. 

But (J3) there is a more serious matter. Our 
view of the tendency of this dispensation depends 
entirely upon our grasp of this truth. If the 
millennium is being gradually brought about, our 
view of what is going on around us will necessarily 
be hopeful. Our eyes will be closed to the signs of 
deepening apostasy, our ears deaf. Ours will be the 
cry, Peace and safety ! But if, on the other hand, 
the lesson taught in the parable of the leaven has 
been laid to heart, our expectations will be far 
different. We shall then see that as other dispensa- 
tions have all ended in apostasy, so will this. Nor 
will the signs of this apostasy be far to seek. What 
is " Modern thought " so called, or Eationalism, but 
evidence of it ? Society does not favour the ex- 
clusiveness of Eitualism ; it wants something broad 
and tolerant. And this is found in liberal theology 
Where it prevails, man's total ruin is denied, his 
need of regeneration is explained away. There is 
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no wrath, it tells us, in the Most High; benevolence is 
His characteristic, not righteous grace. The atone- 
ment is no propitiation. God is the universal 
Father. The narrow way is widened indeed. This 
modern Gospel bears as much resemblance to that 
contained in the New Testament as does the nine- 
teenth century pilgrimage in an easy railway carriage 
to that of mediaeval times. This is the teaching 
rapidly rising into favour. Not in the Church of 
England alone, but in Presbyterianism in its divers 
forms, in Independency, among the Baptists, and 
elsewhere it is rife. In these churches it not only 
exists, but is officially tolerated. It is a recognised 
school of thought. In the church even of Chal- 
*mers and Candlish it is now openly taught that the 
Bible contains errors of different kinds ; that its 
plenary verbal inspiration is an exploded fallacy. 1 
Perhaps the saddest sign of all is the prevalence of 
such views among younger ministers. They are 
spreading with a rapidity of which many Christians 
have no conception. Nay, so blinded are many of 
God's own people, that they openly embrace them. 
Through ignorance of the Word the conscience be- 
comes darkened, and so that is called sweet which 
God calls bitter, that is esteemed light which He 
regards as darkness. That the world should not be 
conscious of this is but natural, but that the saints 
should be so blinded is lamentable indeed ! If we 
give heed to the sure word of prophecy, none of 

1 See Dr. Marcos Dods's recent Sermon, "Revelation and 
Inspiration," third edition, the preface. 
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these things will move us, however. We know that 
error must prevail, truth be defeated, and darkness 
cover the face of the earth till He comes who is 
the Light. We are content to accept our position. 
We testify against the world and its religion, its 
systems and its services. It rejected the Master, 
and will reject us if we are faithful to Him. Floods 
of apostasy lift up their voice, the waters of ungodli- 
ness rage horribly ; but the Lord sitteth above the 
water-flood, the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

Eeader ! listen to His voice, " Behold, I come 
quickly ! " Can you say in deed and in truth, " Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus " ? Have you found salvation ? 
Have your sins been blotted out in atoning blood ? 
Fearful beyond expression must that day be to the 
unsaved ! What invitations have been despised ! 
What a Saviour has been rejected ! Now it is too 
late ! Eternity has begun ! Before them is the 
awful glory of the Holy One, behind the blackness 
of darkness for ever ! Bepentance too late ! 
Prayers too late ! The door closed ! The day of 
grace ended ! 

Eeader ! it is not so yet. Flee to Jesus if still 
undecided. Escape for thy life ! His arms of 
mercy are outstretched to receive you. Loving, 
gentle, tender, infinitely gracious are the tones of 
His entreaty, " Come unto Me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 



( 42 ) 



CHAPTER III. 

ISRAEL'S FIRST RESTORATION. 

A sceptical nobleman once asked his chaplain for 
a proof of the truth of the Bible. The answer was 
brief and pointed : " Israel ! " It is said that this so 
struck the nobleman as to lead ultimately to his 
conversion. The reply was just. The Jewish people 
are a standing miracle. They afford an unmistakable 
demonstration of the inspiration of the Scriptures. 
Here is the nation scattered among all other nations, 
yet different from them. What a marvellous history 
has marked its career ! What is the secret of its 
longevity ? Great and mighty nations flourished in 
the days of its youth, but where are they now ? 
Assyria, Persia, Greece, Rome, each of these has in 
its turn exercised enormous power. Colossal has been 
the strength of each. Israel has been trodden down 
by them as the mire in the streets. And yet they 
are gone, but Israel remains. Israel has been per- 
secuted, scattered, hated, as no other nation ever 
was ; but do what men will, they cannot get rid of 
the Jew. Israel to-day is as separate from Chris- 
tendom as the Gulf Stream from the Atlantic. The 
question will recur again and again, Why is this ? 
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It cannot be accident. When we turn to the page 
of inspiration we find the answer. Israel is the 
hinge upon which God's dealings with men turn. 
Christ must yet sit upon the throne of His father 
David, and reign in Mount Zion before His an- 
cients gloriously (Isa. xxiv. 23). Let me illustrate 
what I mean by speaking of Israel as the hinge 
upon which God's dealings turn. In Daniel xi. is 
found a long prophecy. Israel is its centre. Pre- 
dictions are giveii with the utmost minuteness of 
the history of Egypt and Syria (the kings of the 
north and south), from Alexander's death to the 
time of Antiochus Epiphanes (vers. 1-32). Alex- 
ander's death was about B.C. 323, and that of 
Antiochus, B.C. 1 64 ; the whole time being about 
1 59 years. This occupies no less than thirty-two 
verses. In ver. 3 3 is given the teaching of Christ 
and the Apostles : " The understanding ones " among 
the people "instruct many." It is not said they 
should convert the nation. No; they "instruct 
many." Could language have been more accurate ? 
What follows ? " Yet they shall fall by the sword, 
and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, days" Again 
how marked was the fulfilment ! The instruction 
given by Christ was speedily followed by the siege 
of Jerusalem, and Israel's being scattered among the 
Gentiles till the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 
These " days " have, we know, lasted 1 800 years. 
Eighteen hundred years passed over in one verse ! 
Thirty verses were given before to 159 years. 
Why then are the events of eighteen centuries com- 
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pressed into such a few lines ? Because during that 
period Israel is nationally extinct, and detailed 
prophecy is suspended. The thread is not resumed 
till Israel is nationally restored. Thus we read in 
ver. 34, "Now, when they shall fall, they shall be 
holpen with a little help ; but many shall cleave to 
them with flatteries." Is not this fulfilling around 
us ? Everywhere we meet with the Jew ; and no 
longer despised and persecuted, but rich and influ- 
ential. Jews are admitted to nearly all our offices 
of state. The money markets of the world are in 
their hands. . Flattered by many is their exact 
description at the present time. In ver. 3 5 per- 
secution is said to follow. Some of the " under- 
standing ones fall, to try them, and to purge, and to 
make white, even to the time of the end." Then 
in ver. 36, a king is brought before us, and with 
his career, actings, and end, the rest of the chapter 
is occupied. The detail of prophecy is again 
resumed. Thus this chapter affords evidence that 
while Israel is scattered, detailed prophecy is sus- 
pended; when Israel is restored, it recommences. 
This shows my meaning, that Israel is the pivot on 
which God's purposes turn. 

If I read the prophecies aright, there are two 
restorations yet before Israel — the one in unbelief, 
brought about by human, unbelieving agency ; the 
other resulting from the direct intervention of God 
Himself, and under His favour. The former, I 
conceive, will occur before and the latter after the 
Advent The latter is described in such passages 
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as Isaiah xlix. : " Thus saith the Lord God, Behold 
I will lift up Mine hand to the Gentiles, and set up 
My standard to the people ; and they shall bring 
thy sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall 1 be 
carried upon their shoulders. And kings shall be 
thy nursing fathers, and their queens thy nursing 
mothers : they shall bow down to thee with their 
face toward the earth, and lick up the dust of thy 
feet ; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord," &c. 
(vers. 23, 24). This passage is a specimen of many 
others, as will be pointed out in a future chapter. 
It describes Israel's God opening His hand in bless- 
ing, and leading back His scattered remnant in peace 
to the covenant land of promise. 

But the regathering which is our subject now is 
a sad contrast to this. It shall result in outward 
prosperity for a- time, but it shall be the plan of un- 
regenerate hearts and the work of unhallowed hands. 

Apostate Judaism and apostate Christianity shall 
make common cause against the truth of God. 
Israel's outward prosperity, however,, will not be of 
long duration. Antichrist, who has at first favoured 
them, will turn against them. Jerusalem's time of 
unparalleled tribulation follows. Vengeance falls 
upon the guilty race. Judgment follows judgment 
in swift succession, until the Lord Jesus appears in 
person for the salvation of the remnant whose hearts 
have been softened under the teaching of the Holy 
Ghost. Antichrist and his hosts are destroyed, and 
Israel is again taken into covenant. The prophets 
often describe this preliminary and "gaxtial te&Urc&- 
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tion. I will call attention to a few of these pas- 
sages. Let us begin with Ezekiel xxii. " And the 
word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of m£tn, 
the house of Israel is to me become dross ; all they 
are brass, and tin, and iron, and lead in the midst 
of the furnace ; they are even the dross of silver. 
Therefore thus saith the Lord God, Because ye are 
all become dross, behold therefore I will gather you 
into the midst of Jerusalem. As they gather silver, 
and brass, and iron, and lead, and tin into the midst 
of the furnace to blow the fire upon it, to melt it, 
so will I gather you in Mine anger and in My 
fury, and leave you there and melt you. Yea, I 
will gather you and blow upon you in the fire of My 
wrath, and ye shall be melted in the midst thereof. 
As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, 
so shall ye be melted in the midst thereof; and ye 
shall know that I the Lord have poured out My 
fury upon you" (vers. 17-22). How powerful is 
the illustration given ! What awful suffering is 
here indicated ! — suffering, too, which follows and 
results from Israel's regathering! — suffering to 
which this regathering is but the preliminary though 
necessary step ! — suffering which issues in their 
conversion ! Where has been the accomplishment 
in Israel's past history ? There has been nothing 
like it. At the siege of Jerusalem under Titus 
the suffering was terrible, but it did not lead as 
this does to their conversion. " Ye shall know that 
I, the Lord, have poured out My fury upon you." 
The conclusion is forced upon us that the awful 
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suffering here described in such forcible terms is 
identical with that unparalleled tribulation which, 
as has been already proved, is said both by Daniel 
and our blessed Lord to immediately precede the 
Second Advent. They are regathered, but it is 
that they may be melted in the furnace of God's 
wrath at Jerusalem. Another Scripture to which 
I turn is Jer. xxx., " Lo, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that I will bring again the captivity of My 
people Israel and Judah, saith the Lord ; and will 
cause them to return to the land that I gave to their 
fathers, and they shall possess it " (ver. 3). After 
an emphatic declaration that the prophecy has 
respect to Israel and Judah, the writer proceeds to 
speak of the restoration as resulting in a time of 
fearful trial. His testimony coincides exactly with 
that of Ezekiel. " Ask ye now, and see whether a 
man doth travail with child ? wherefore do I see 
every man with his hands on his loins, as a woman 
in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness ? 
Alas ! for that day is great, so that none is like it : 
it is even the time of Jacob's trouble ; but he shall 
be saved out of it" (vers. 6, 7). This "time of 
Jacob's trouble " is manifestly future, for it is ab- 
solutely unequalled — " none is like it " — and we have 
already seen that the unparalleled tribulation is to 
occur shortly before the Second Advent. Besides 
this, reference to Jerusalem's destruction by Titus 
is excluded by the terms of the passage. Out of 
this trouble, of which the prophet speaks, Jacob is 
to be saved. When Jerusalem was doBtao^oi I&to&I 
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was not delivered, but carried captive into all lands. 
The fearful sorrow and suffering here described is 
the result of Israel's sin — of her rejection of the 
Lord Jesus and of the Holy Ghost (ver. 15). It 
issues in her conversion. " And ye shall be My 
people, and I will be your God " (ver. 22). "The 
fierce anger of the Lord shall not return until He 
have done it, and until He have performed the 
intents of His heart; in the latter days ye shall 
consider it" (ver. 24). Here then, as in Ezekiel, is 
a restoration of Israel preceding their tribulation 
and the coming of the Lord — a restoration which is 
in order to their trial and conversion. 

Again, let us look at Zech. xii., xiii., xiv. The 
teaching there is so plain that it is difficult to mistake 
its chief features. The Jews are shown as restored 
to the land of Judaea, and in a state of direst 
extremity. The confederate nations of the world 
are opposed to them, the city is besieged and taken, 
and half the people carried, as before, into captivity. 
Another crisis seems to arrive. The armies return 
to complete their awful work and blot out Israel 
from the map of the world. But now God's 
appointed time has come. The cup of iniquity is 
full. Judgment no longer slumbers. The Lord. 
Jesus returns, destroys the confederate hosts of an 
apostate world, and rescues His ancient people. 
The Spirit is poured upon them, and they at length 
acknowledge in deed and in truth their true Messiah. • 
This, I conceive, is an outline of the contents of these 
chapters. . Let us examine them rather more closely. 
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" Behold I will make Jerusalem a cup of trembling 
unto all the people round about" (Zech. xii. 2). 
We cannot help being reminded here of the similar 
language of another prophet, Isaiah (see chap. li. 
17-23). "Awake, awake," God addresses Israel; 
" stand up, Jerusalem ! which hast drunk at the 
hand of the Lord the cup of His fury (during the 
great tribulation) ; thou hastdrunken the dregs of 
the cup of trembling, and wrung them out." But 
now He interferes ; He takes part with His people. 
" Thus saith thy Lord, the Lord, and thy God that 
pleadeth the cause of His people, Behold, I have 
taken out of thy hand the cup of trembling, even 
the dregs of the cup of My fury: thou shalt no 
more drink it again; but I will put it into the 
hand of them that afflict thee." Jerusalem be- 
comes the cup of trembling to the nations. Then 
follows in Zech. xii. a somewhat difficult verse. If 
we take the rendering in the margin, this will be its 
import : " And against Judah shall it (i.e., the cup of 
trembling) be in the siege against Jerusalem." Judah 
here, at least that part of the tribe dwelling outside 
the walls of Jerusalem, is shown as making common 
cause with the nations against Jerusalem, I suppose, 
through fear. In ver. 3 the figure changes : " And in 
that day will I make Jerusalem a burdensome stone 
for all people ; all that burden themselves with it 
shall be cut in pieces, though all the people of the 
earth be gathered together against it." Then comes 
one of the agencies God is pleased to employ for 
the destruction of the mighty host. " In tfc&k Assj * 
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saith the Lord, I will smite every horse with 
astonishment and his rider with madness." Other 
instrumentalities are indicated in what I take to be 
a parallel passage, viz., Ezek. xxxviii., "I will 
call for a sword against him throughout all My 
mountains, saith the Lord God ; every man's sword 
shall be against his brother. And I will plead 
against him with pestilence and with blood ; and I 
will rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon 
the many people that are with him, an overflowing 
rain and great hailstones, fire and brimstone " (Ezek. 
xxxviii. 21, 22). Following this, Judah's repent- 
ance is given (Zech. xii. 5). "The inhabitants of 
Judah shall say in their heart, The inhabitants of 
Jerusalem shall be my strength, in the Lord of hosts 
their God." Judah, moreover, shall be miraculously 
strengthened, so as to be another means of the enemy's 
destruction (ver. 6). "In that day will I make 
the governors of Judah like a hearth of fire among 
the wood, and like a torch of fire in a sheaf; and 
they shall devour all the people round about, on 
the right hand and on the left ; and Jerusalem shall 
be inhabited again in her own place, feven in Jeru- 
salem." Judah shall be delivered before Jerusalem. 
Grace thus acts, as ever, in its freeness. Jerusalem 
shall have no ground for boasting. " The Lord also 
shall save the tents of Judah first, that the glory of 
the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem do not magnify themselves against 
Judah" (ver. 7). Marvellous shall be the power 
bestowed upon Israel now. One of them shall 
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chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to 
flight (Deut. xxxii. 30). " He that is feeble among 
them at that day shall be as David, and the house 
of David shall be as God " (ver. 8). Yet here we 
are reminded that it is all God's doing. If Israel 
is strong, the strength is from Him. The victory 
may be achieved through them, but His is the power 
and the glory. " It shall come to pass in that day 
that /will seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the 
house of David and upon the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem the spirit of grace and of supplications, and 
they shall look upon Me whom they have pierced, 
and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for 
Ws only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as 
one that is in bitterness for his firstborn " (ver. 9, 
10). This, then, describes the national conversion 
of Israel, for which nearly all Christians look. The 
language is express. The fact is stated in the very 
simplest terms. No figures of speech are used. 
Twice is the passage referred to in the New Testa- 
ment; once in John xix. 36, 37, in the account of 
the crucifixion, " These things were done that the 
Scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of Him shall 
Hot be broken. And again another Scripture saith, 
They shall look on Him whom they pierced." He 
does not say that then this passage was fulfilled ; 
carefully is this omitted. The piercing indeed was 
accomplished, but not the repentant look of which 
the prophet speaks. That is future. The other 
place where this prophecy is alluded to is "R&^ A. i . 
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Beyond controversy there the Evangelist is depicting 
the awful grandeur of the Lord's return. " Behold, 
He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see 
Him, and they also which pierced Him." Thus 
the Book of Bevelation leads us to the time of the 
Second Advent as the "hour when this prediction 
shall be accomplished. Zechariah then speaks of 
Israel being converted at the Lord's coming, and not 
before. They are therefore restored in unbelief, for 
that event finds them again nationally existent, 
with Jerusalem as their capital. It may be ob- 
served in passing, that a converted Jew, in this 
dispensation, ceases to be a Jew. He belongs to 
the Church in which is " neither Jew nor Greek." 
The portion of the Church during Christ's reign 
will be far more glorious than that of Israel The 
Church's glory will be heavenly, Israel's earthly. 
To the Church the Jew, if converted now, belongs, 
and his portion will be with the Church in the 
highest heavens. But to return to the subject 
immediately before us. Other chapters in this 
wonderful book confirm what has been already in- 
ferred. In chapter xiii. the fountain is spoken of 
as opened "in that day,' 7 — viz., the day of the 
Advent and Israel's bitter repentance, previously 
described, — for " the house of David and the inha- 
bitants of Jerusalem" (ver. i). We have recourse 
to it now by faith. The Holy Ghost leads every 
believer there. But Israel sees it not. Her eye 
is closed in wilful blindness. Then they shall 
rejoice in it, even as we do now. In verses 2-4, 
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the cleansing of the land from idolatry is foreshown. 
Outward reformation ever follows pardon. About 
the sixth verse there has been some controversy. 
I believe that it refers to the Lord Jesus. Atten- 
tion is suddenly drawn away from the false pro- 
phet and directed to the true. One shall say unto 
Him — through whom the great deliverance has just 
been achieved — " What are these woiinds in Thine 
hands 1" ~ They have previously looked upon the 
Crucified One, but now the sight of the wounds 
in the pierced hands bursts upon them. They ask 
an explanation. " Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of My friends," is the answer. But 
why, the mind will inquiringly ask, — why was He 
thus wounded ? We are at no loss for the reply. 
God speaks. Jesus was crucified by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God. The Father had 
said, " Awake, sword, against my Shepherd, and 
against the Man that is My fellow " (ver. 7). Thus 
another instance is supplied of that blending of the 
two Advents of our Lord of which Scripture is full. 
Though separated by an interval of over 1 800 years, 
they are seen as intimately associated by Him with 
whom 1000 years are but as one day. Isaiah lxi. 
gives us an illustration of this. " The Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me, because the Lord hath anointed 
me to preach good tidings unto the meek, ... to 
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord, and the 
day of vengeance of our God." What close proximity 
between the year of grace and the day of vengeance ! 
And yet eighteen centuries have elapsed, and £ha 
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latter has not come. So in Zechariah. The foun- 
tain of a Kedeemer's blood is opened because of the 
avenging sword wielded by Divine justice. Cen- 
turies elapse between the stroke of the sword and 
Israel's application to the blood, but the one is 
nevertheless the cause and the other the effect. 
The last two verses of the chapter remind us of the 
tribulation. The prophet retraces his steps, so to 
speak, and gives another glance at that awful trouble. 
Two-thirds in the land shall be cut off, and only a 
remnant (one-third) be brought through the furnace. 
That remnant it is for which the fountain shall be 
opened, and which shall " blossom and bud, and fill 
the. face of the earth with fruit." 

Chapter xiv. introduces us to the tribulation, and 
then proceeds to detail some of the blessed results 
of the establishment of the kingdom of Christ 
(ver. i). "Behold the day of the Lord" (or rather, 
the Hebrew is " a day for the Lord," not " the day 
of the Lord "), " and thy spoil shall be divided in 
the midst of thee." Next comes a description of a 
period of the campaign anterior to that which has 
been already considered in chapter xii. In this 
second verse the enemy is victorious ; Israel is 
crushed ; the Lord does not interfere. " For I will 
gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle ; and 
the city shall be taken and the houses rifled, . . . 
and half of the city shall go forth into captivity." 
The conquerors actually complete their victory and 
reap its fruits. There is no Advent yet ; but verse 3 
speaks of the same time as chapter xii " Then " — 
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after a certain interval, when the nations make a 
final assault, hoping to destroy Jerusalem altogether, 
— " Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against 
those nations, as when He fought in the day of 
battle. And His feet shall stand in that day upon the 
Mount of Olives. . . . The Lord my God shall come, 
and all the saints with Thee." This is the Advent 
for which the Church is waiting. The Lord shall 
come ; His saints, living and dead, be raised to meet 
Him in the air ; and then, without any considerable 
interval, return with Him for the deliverance of 
Jerusalem and Israel. Tremendous shall be the 
events of that day! Unearthly darkness shall 
enwrap the face of the globe. Supernatural glory 
shall be manifested. It dawns upon Jerusalem in 
the depths of despair; Antichrist and his fiendish 
hosts wild with the intoxication of victory; the 
saints of God oppressed and persecuted ; truth well- 
nigh banished from the earth, and the ten kingdoms 
of the Eoman world confederate in atheistic blas- 
phemy. It closes upon Jerusalem repentant and 
delivered; Antichrist and his legions hurled into 
the bottomless abyss ; the confederacy for ever dis- 
solved, and Satan bound for a thousand years. Won- 
derful day ! " It shall be one day which shall be 
known to the Lord, not day nor night ; but it shall 
come to pass that at evening time it shall be light " 
(ver. 7). A physical miracle shall mark that day, 
attesting to all time the greatness of the change then 
brought about. " The Mount of Olives shall cleave 
in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the 
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west, and there shall be a very great valley ; and half 
of the mountain shall remove toward the north, and 
half of it toward the south " (ver. 4). More than 
this : " Living waters shall go out from Jerusalem ; 
half of them toward the former sea, and half of them 
toward the hinder sea " (ver. 8). These waters are 
identical with those seen by Ezekiel issuing from 
the temple (Ezek. xlvii.). It is interesting to com- 
pare the symbolism in the prophets with that in 
Eev. xxii. Ezekiel and Zechariah speak of the 
earthly Jerusalem, and John of the heavenly ; but 
in both the water of life is the perennial stream of 
fertility and blessedness. The tree of life, too, is 
connected with both (cf. Ezek. xlvii 1 2, and Eev. xxii 
2). Why should we doubt that in either case the 
river and the tree are literal ? Not literal merely, 
however. Are they not both symbolic facts ? The 
Bible abounds with such. Were not our Lord's 
miracles such ? Literally the deaf heard, the blind 
saw, the dead were raised up ; but are they not also 
to us figures of spiritual truths ? Does not the 
humblest believer see in them instinctively shadows 
of Gospel truth? Now by the preaching of the 
Word the spiritually deaf hear, the blind see, and 
the dead in trespasses and sins live. They are facts 
indeed, but facts instinct with Divine teaching. 
So with the living waters. Literally I believe 
they shall proceed from the city of the great King, 
bearing fertility and healing to the Dead Sea and 
the wilderness. " These waters issue out toward the 
east country, and go down into the desert, and go into 
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the sea ; which being brought forth into the sea, the 
waters shall be healed " (Ezek. xlvii. 8). But these 
waters shall also be to Israel and the world the 
sign and symbol that now the Holy Ghost is given 
in mighty power, and that all shall be subdued to 
the obedience of Christ. They shall be in the 
truest sense a sacrament, the outward, ever-present 
sign of concurrent grace. But this is a digres- 
sion. 

It will be seen, I trust, that Zechariah shows us 
that Israel will be regathered in unbelief prior to 
the Lord's coming ; that this regathering will be 
followed by the attack upon their land and siege of 
Jerusalem by the Gentiles, and that out of the 
extremity to which they are thereby reduced they 
will be saved by the Lord in person. These 
chapters of Zechariah are of primary importance in 
the study of unfulfilled prophecy. Their teaching 
is simple, and the main facts stand out clearly. 
When they have been mastered they afford a key 
to the understanding of many similar passages. 
Scriptures, too, which seem confused and difficult 
axe made clear when the light thus obtained is 
brought to bear upon them, and they in turn yield 
additional evidence upon the question of Israel's 
future. Let me select Isaiah viii. and ix. as a case 
in point. Israel's sin is spoken of in the previous 
chapter, and here is seen the result of that sin — 
Assyria's might overflows Immanuel's land like a 
flood. Antichrist, that is, shall trample down Israel 
in his anger. (The Assyrian is a title of Antichrist^ 
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as is shown in chapter x.) In ver. 9 the con- 
federacy to which Zechariah makes reference is 
spoken of. " Associate yourselves, ye people, and 
ye shall be broken in pieces." God hides His 
face from the house of Jacob (ver. 1 7). " Believers 
are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the 
Lord of hosts " (ver.* 1 8, compare Heb. ii. 1 3). Anti- 
christ is said to be mighty, but not by his own 
power. " The dragon (Satan) gave him his power, 
and his seat and great authority" (Eev. xiii 2). 
Satanic power is at his disposal. Spiritualism and 
its doings may give some premonition of what that 
will be. There seems an allusion to it in this 
chapter, Isaiah viii. — an allusion of the most solemn 
nature. "When they say unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards 
that peep and that mutter; should not a people 
seek unto their God ? for the living to the dead ? 
To the law and to the testimony : if they speak not 
according to this word, there is to him no dawn " 
(ver. 20). Such is, if I remember rightly, the 
rendering of one well qualified to speak — Mr. B. W. 
Newton. There is for him, i.e., the abandoned 
spiritualist, no part in the glorious millennial morn- 
ing, nothing but the blackness of darkness for ever. 
" They shall look unto the earth, and behold trouble 
and darkness, dimness of anguish ; and they shall be 
driven to darkness " (ver. 22). Chapter ix. continues 
the subject. "Nevertheless the dimness. .. ." "Thou 
hast multiplied the nation (then, prior to the 
Advent), and not increased the joy ; " but now " they 
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joy before Thee according to the joy in harvest, and 
as men rejoice when they divide the spoil." The 
reason follows. No wonder there is rejoicing! 
"For Thou hast broken the yoke of his burden 
{cf. x. 27), and the staff of his shoulder, the rod 
of his oppressor (Antichrist), as in the day of 
Midian. For every battle of the warrior is with 
confused noise and garments rolled in blood, but 
this (Armageddon, described in Zech. xiv., &c.) shall 
be with burning and fuel of fire." Here foUows 
Israel's song of praise. They say then what we 
say now. The Christian's joy, which belongs to 
the believer now, shall then be theirs, just as 
the fountain which cleanses us now shaU cleanse 
them then. "For us a child is born, unto us 
a Son is given" (contrast the child born and 
the Son given) "and the government shall be 
upon His shoulder," &c. (ver. 6). The whole 
chapter — as all the early chapters of Isaiah, and 
indeed many later on — has reference to Israel's 
tribulation and deliverance at the Lord's coming. 
Unless we clearly recognise this, we fail to under- 
stand them, and of necessity miss the instruction 
which has been provided for us. Nor is this a 
light matter. If God has furnished His people 
with information touching His purposes on the 
earth, it must be presumption indeed to pass it by as 
if it were of no moment. 

There is another prophet who speaks in plain, 
unequivocal terms of the future yet before Israel, 
viz., Joel. In the second chapter of his prophecy 
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the terrible army is described, " They shall run like 
mighty men ; they shall climb the wall like men of 
war; and they shall march every one in his ways, 
and they shall not break their ranks. . . . The 
earth shall quake before them ; the heavens shall 
tremble ; the sun and moon shall be dark, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining " (ver. 7-10). 
They meet their overthrow at the hand of the Lord 
Himself. " The Lord shall utter His voice before 
His army ; for His camp is very great ; for He is 
strong that executeth His word : for the day of the 
Lord is very great and very terrible ; who can abide 
it ? " (ver. 11). The very expression so repeatedly 
found in Zechariah, " the day of the Lord," is here 
used. Similarly chapter iii. : " For behold in those 
days and in that time, when I shall bring again the 
captivity of Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather 
all nations, and will bring them down into the 
valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them 
there for My people and for My heritage Israel, 
whom they have scattered among the nations" 
(vers. 1, 2). This is exactly parallel with Zech. xiv. 
2, " Half of the people shall go into captivity." The 
gathering for the final assault is thus brought 
before us : " Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles ; 
prepare war, wake up the mighty men. . . . As- 
semble yourselves, and come all ye Gentiles (not 
heathen), and gather yourselves together round 
about; thither cause Thy mighty ones to come 
down, Lord" (vers. 9-1 1). Innumerable shall 
be the enormous host : " Multitudes, multitudes ; for 
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the valley of decision, for the day of the Lord is 
near ; the sun and the moon shall be darkened," — 
invariable accompaniments of that day, — " and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining. The Lord also 
shall roar out of Zion" (vers. 14-16). It is clear, 
then, that the great confederacy of the latter days 
against restored, impenitent Israel is spoken of, not 
by one prophet alone, but by several. It is one of 
the plainly revealed events of the future. 

But I cannot close this chain of Scripture testi- 
mony without a reference to Ezekiel. In chaps, 
xxxviii., xxxix., Israel is described as dwelling in 
safety. They have been gathered out of the nations, 
have " gotten cattle and goods " (ver. 1 2). Their 
wealth excites the cupidity of a vast confederacy. 
At the head of this confederacy is Gog, who is iden- 
tified with a person repeatedly alluded to in the 
writings of the prophets. "Thus saith the Lord 
God, Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old 
time by My servants the prophets of Israel, which 
prophesied in those days many years that I would 
bring thee against them ? " (ver. 1 7). Does not 
this identify the Gog here spoken of with the 
Assyrian, the Antichrist, and, by inference, the con- 
federacy which he leads with that described in 
Zechariah and the other passages which have been 
brought before us ? This identity derives addi- 
tional confirmation from the fact that the armies 
are destroyed by the Lord Himself (xxxviii. 21,22), 
and that this destruction is quickly followed by 
Israel's conversion. " Neither will I tiida M^j fesa. 
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any more from them; for I have poured out my 
Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord God " 
(xxxix. 29). Then comes a long description of the 
restored Temple, the Prince, and the issuing from 
Jerusalem of the living water. The chronology of 
this confederacy, then, is clearly fixed. It is iden- 
tical with that of the mighty hosts of which 
Zechariah speaks. So that either Ezekiel and 
Zechariah describe the same confederacy, or else 
there are two confederacies at the same time 
aiming at the same result — viz., Israel's overthrow 
— and presumably closely connected. This seems 
to me one of those matters of detail for the complete 
solution of which we must be content to wait. Time 
will make it plain. We find, then, in the Old 
Testament abundant evidence that the Lord returns 
when Israel is in direst extremity, and that Jeru- 
salem is on the point of being utterly destroyed by 
the innumerable hosts that are besieging it. It is 
satisfactory to know that the New Testament con- 
firms this. It has been already shown that our 
Lord, in St. Matthew, tells us that His return will 
be immediately preceded by the unequalled tribula- 
tion of Jerusalem. In the Eevelation we find the 
same : " I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come 
out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false pro- 
phet For they are the spirits of devils, working 
miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth, 
and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle 
of the great day of God Almighty " (Bav.xvi. 13, 14). 
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Again, " These shall make war with the Lamb, and 
the Lamb shall overcome them; for he is Lord of 
lords and King of kings" (Eev. xvii. 14). Once 
more, " And I saw the beast^ and the kings of the 
earth and their armies gathered together to make 
war against Him that sat on the horse, and against 
His army. And the beast vtas taken, and with him 
the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, 
with which he deceived them that had received the 
mark of the beast and them that worshipped his 
image. These both were cast alive into a lake of 
fire burning with brimstone. And the remnant 
were slain with the sword of Him that sat upon 
the horse, which proceedechout of His mouth; and 
all the fowls were filled with their flesh " (Eev. xix. 
19-21). Scripture then shows, and in no doubtful 
terms, that the Lord Jesus shall find at His coming 
Jerusalem besieged by mighty armies. It further 
plainly says, as we have seen, that Israel's conver- 
sion is consequent upon this coming. It therefore 
follows that they must be restored, at least partially, 
before the end, and that the beginning of this resto- 
ration will be a sign of the near approach of the 
kingdom of Christ. 

This regathering of Israel to the land of promise 
cannot, there is reason to think, be very far distant. 
Such an event even now looms upon the horizon. 
Jerusalem is being enlarged. It seems awaking 
from the sleep of centuries. Jews are flocking 
back in considerable numbers. Stirring events are 
at this moment [August 1877^ occ,\\mx\% vdl tha 
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East. What shall be the issue of the present con- 
flict between Eussia and Turkey who can tell ? It 
may involve the independence of the Holy Land. In 
an age of revived nationalities, who would be sur- 
prised to hear the cry raised, " Judaea for the Jews " ? 
Such a thing has been already hinted by the secular 
press. Every eye is turned eastward. Jerusalem 
is still the only centre for scattered Israel. Around 
it her affections are entwined ; to her its dust is 
sacred, its stones are precious. Events move rapidly 
in these days, and it is by no means improbable that 
a few years will see the Eastern question solved by 
Israel's restoration. 

But how should such r a restoration be viewed by 
us ? Many doubtless will speak of it as the begin- 
ning of millennial glory. They will tell us that the 
Church's conflicts are past, that her militant state 
shall soon be exchanged for one of triumph, and 
that the whole world is about to be converted. 
Terrible mistake ! Such a restoration will be the 
signal that the great conflict is about to begin, that 
apostasy shall soon issue in Antichristian infidelity, 
and that the boasted era of human progress is about 
to close in the blackest darkness. It will be to us 
the sign of Antichrist's rise, of the persecution of the 
truth, of the final though brief triumph of Satan. 

Thus we dare not aid this regathering were it in 
our power. We would not lift up a little finger to 
help it. True it tells us that the Lord is at hand, 
but it also reminds us that victory must be preceded 
by conflict; that in the conflict we must bear a part, 
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and that to do this we must love not our lives to 
the death. " Who is sufficient for these things ? " 

Practically, then, we should walk near to the Lord 
Jesus, in daily fellowship with Him. Nothing will 
stand in the evil day but heart religion. Head 
knowledge will do nothing for us then. We shall 
need the mighty power of the Holy Ghost to uphold 
ns. May we even now be living as pilgrims, with 
our hearts' affection fixed not on the things of earth, 
hut on that precious One who is at God's right hand. 
So shall our loins be girded, our lamps burning, 
and we ourselves like unto men that wait for their 
Lord! 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

ANTICHRIST. 

" I am come in My Father's name, and ye receive 
Me not," was our Lord's declaration to the Jews. 
" If another shall come in his own name, him ye 
will receive" (John v. 43). Christendom's history 
has been similar to Israel's. Accordingly we find 
similar language used concerning it. " Because 
they received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion, that they should believe the 
lie" (t$> yfrevSei). God's truth is, that God has 
become man. Satan's lie, that man is God. " He 
(Antichrist) as God sitteth in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God" (2 Thess. ii 4). 
It is to the history of this embodiment of all evil — 
Satan's masterpiece — spoken of by our Lord and 
St. Paul, that attention is invited in this chapter. 
Opinions on this point are many and opposite. The 
great majority of commentators now accept the pre- 
millennial Advent, and look for the restoration of 
the Jews in unbelief as traced out in the last 
chapter, but upon the subject of the Antichrist, 
that general drift of opinion in one direction is not 
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found. Differences are, it cannot be denied, great 
and serious. In giving the result of my own study 
and reading, with all humility, I do not pretend to 
infallibility. If any error can be pointed out, I 
shall be thankful, but the only touchstone must 
be the Word of God. That is my only standard of 
appeal. 

I. I take Antichrist to be not a principle, not a 
system ; not a succession of men, but A person. 

He is called the " son of perdition " (2 Thess. ii. 
3). This is an expression only used once elsewhere, 
and it is there applied to Judas (John xvii. 1 2) ; 
hence it is natural to infer that Antichrist is, like 
Judas, an individual. In the same verse where 
the title "son of perdition " is given him, he is 
called by another expression which seems to imply 
personality — " that Man of Sin." He is called also 
a king — " a king of fierce countenance " (Dan. viii. 
2 3); " The king shall do according to his will " (Dan. 
i 36). The testimony of the Book of Eevelation 
is very convincing. After a description of the 
doings of this Man of Sin, and an attendant asso- 
ciated with him called the "false prophet," it is 
added, " Let him that hath understanding count the 
number of the beast, for it is the number of a man" 
The mystery is in the number 666, not in the nature 
of the " beast." The beast is plainly called a man. 
further, in a later chapter — the nineteenth — the 
final assault upon Jerusalem and the war with the 
Lamb is described. The apostate hosts are led by 
the beast and the false prophet. The final issue of 
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this battle of Armageddon is thus narrated : " Tl 
beast was taken, and with him the false prophet. . . 
These both were cast alive into a lake of fire " (Ee 
xix. 20). A thousand years after that a glimpj 
into that awful lake is given to the eye of fait 
and we read that the " devil . . . was cast into tl 
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and tl 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day ar 
night for ever and ever" (Eev. xx. 10). If Ant 
christ were a system or empire, how could sue 
language be used ? Those who rej ect the idea of a pe 
sonal " Man of Sin," consider the fulfilment of the* 
Scriptures to be found in the Papacy. But how cou] 
the Papacy be " cast alive " into a lake of fire ? Ho 
could the Papacy be " tormented " day and night f< 
ever? A system, such as the Papacy, may t 
destroyed, but cannot be " tormented." Such ea 
pressions can, I think, be used only of a persoi 
Should it be said that the beast means a Pope, th 
last of the series, then all that I now contend for i 
granted, for the last Pope must be a person. Or shouli 
it be said that the beast signifies the whole succes 
sion of Popes, then the insuperable difficulty present 
itself, How can the whole series of Popes mak 
war with the Lamb and be cast " alive " into hell 
when all but the reigning pontiff will be dead an< 
buried ? St. John too uses language which teache 
that Antichrist is an individual. " Little children, 
he says, " it is the last time, and as ye have heart 
that Antichrist shall come, even now are there man 1 
Antichrists " (1 John ii. 18). But the many anti 
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christs were men, not systems ; for he immediately 
adds, " They went out from us, but they were not of 
us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt 
have continued with us." The many antichrists 
being thus individuals, are we not justified in con- 
cluding that the Antichrist shall be an individual ? 
This view is involved in the teaching of Isaiah. In 
chapter x. of his prophecy is an account of this 
same Antichrist. He is called the Assyrian. He is 
the merciless oppressor of Israel. The whole chapter 
necessarily involves his personality. In chapter xiii. 
too, he is the " King of Babylon," whose language is 
almost identical with that ascribed to him in 2 
Thess. ii. He says (Isa. xiii. 1 3), " I will ascend into 
heaven ; I will exalt my throne above the stars of 
God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congre- 
gation, in the sides of the rock ; I will ascend above 
the heights of the clouds ; I will be like the Most 
High." Yet he is distinctly called a man : " They 
that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, saying, 
Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that 
did shake kingdoms ? " (ver. 1 6). One other passage 
may be adduced perhaps. In Ezekiel xxviii. men- 
tion is made of two remarkable personages : one is 
the King of Tyrus. He may be identified with 
Satan without much difficulty : " Thou hast been in 
Eden. . . . Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the 
day that thou wast created, till iniquity was found 
in thee. . . . Thine heart was lifted up because of 
thy beauty" (vers. 13-17). The other person 
is the Prince of Tyrus. He is {tana ^^fcs*^ A\ 
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" Because thine Lent is lifted up and thou hast said 
I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, . . . yet thou, 
ait a man, . . . thou art wiser than Daniel, there is 
no secret that they can hide from thee" (veis. 
1-3). Xeed I point out the similarity of St. Paul's 
description of the Man of Sin, "He as God sitteth in 
the temple of God, showing himself that he is God " ? 
The close relationship between the king and the 
prince of Tyros is again borne oat in a passage 
which confessedly has reference to Antichrist, " The 
dragon gave him his seat, and his power, and great 
authority." Xow Ezekiel, it will be observed, plainly 
calls this Prince of Tyrus a man, " Yet thou art a 
man." Thus then there is, I take it, abundant 
evidence in the Word of God that this Antichrist 
is an individual man. 

But, IL Where does Antichrist arise? WhicS 
part of our earth shall be the scene of his career ? 
Does Scripture give any light upon these points? 
Our reply is, It does give information, both general 
and specific. The Eoman Empire generally, and 
the eastern half of it specifically, is to be the scene 
of his power. That he is to appear in the Eoman 
Empire is evident from the prophecies of Daniel 
But before considering the chapter (vii.) which gives 
us this, it will be needful to call attention to the 
vision in chapter ii. Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. 
In the morning he was anxious for its interpreta- 
tion; but as the dream itself has escaped his 
memory, this was out of the question. Miracu- 
loualy, however, God ahowl D&m&\*>\Xi ^2&& dream 
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and its* interpretation. The king had seen an image ; 

the head was of gold, the breast and arms of silver, 

the belly and thighs of brass, the legs of iron, and 

the toes partly iron and partly clay. A stone cut 

without hands smote the image upon its feet, and 

destroyed it. The head, the prophet tells us, was 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon ; the breast and 

arms typified the kingdom which succeeded Babylon 

—viz., Persia ; the belly and thighs signified Greece ; 

and the legs and toes the mighty power of the 

Koman Empire. But let it be observed, the vision 

dwells upon the kind of power which marked each 

empire. The most precious metal (gold) is used as 

the emblem of Babylon, not because that empire 

was the largest or most powerful— in both of which 

respects it yielded to Eome, — but because the power 

wielded by Nebuchadnezzar was absolute. From 

God he derived it ; to Him he was answerable for 

the use made of it. No parliament controlled his 

acts ; no army curbed his power. " L'^tat c'est moi," 

he could say with truth. "Whom he would he 

slew, and whom he would he kept alive, and whom 

he would he set up, and whom he would he put 

down" (Dan. v. 19). 

Silver has not the value of gold, but it comes next 
to it. The Medo-Persian Empire which succeeded 
Nebuchadnezzar was not an absolute monarchy. 
The king was obliged to admit his nobles to a share 
in the government, which was thus an oligarchy. 
When Darius had condemned Daniel, he was unable 
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to save him. This was a very different power from 
that of Nebuchadnezzar. Silver is not gold. 

Brass follows silver in the image. Persia's 
empire was broken up by Greece. Here again 
there is a deterioration in the metaL In Alexander's 
case, his power was limited not by the nobles, but 
by his generals. Officers, sprung in some instances 
from " the people," shared his authority. Hence at 
his death the empire was broken up, and divided 
between them. 

The fourth empire is Home. The image has, of 
course, two legs. Just as the double power of the 
second or Medo-Persian kingdom is shown by the 
two arms, so the eastern and western divisions of 
Borne are marked by the two legs. From the 
moment of the empire's foundation by Augustus 
these two divisions were plainly apparent. The 
Greek and Latin halves, though not then under 
separate governments, were to all intents and pur- 
poses as distinct as they outwardly became later on. 
The legs were of iron. The army made and unmade 
emperors at pleasure. The Emperor, in fact, was 
hardly much more than the titled delegate of the 
soldiers. To them he owed his throne. He could 
hold it only so long as he retained their favour. 
Hence the iron. The power indicated was inferior 
even to that of Greece. But how great the con- 
trast between such authority and that of Babylon's 
monarch ! The iron is not the gold. The two legs 
terminate in the ten toes. Here further depreciation 
in the power of the government is indicated, for the 
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toes are of iron and clay. Hippolytus long ago saw 
in this democratic power ; and such I take to be its 
import. The mixture of iron and clay points to the 
limited monarchy of modern times. Sovereign and 
people both share the power of governing. The one 
does not displace the other. But it will be observed 
that the toes are ten in number. Have the ten 
kingdoms corresponding to the toes yet appeared ? 
Some expositors tell us they have ; and we are re- 
minded that when Borne finally fell the Eoman 
Empire was divided into numerous smaller states. 
Lists of these have even been compiled, and com- 
mentators have tried to reckon them as ten; but 
the attempt is hardly satisfactory, for several reasons. 
It is not agreed as to which were the ten kingdoms. 
Different expositors give different lists. They can- 
not therefore be very plain. The four great empires 
have appeared. No one doubts their identity with 
the respective parts of the image. If the ten toes 
are not as marked as the head or legs, it seems fair 
to conclude that they have not yet arisen. Again, 
if the tenfold division has taken place, where are 
the ten to-day ? We know the limits of the empire 
well, but no one can pretend that it is parcelled out 
among ten states. Yet when these ten are once 
formed, they last till Christ comes. " In the days 
of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom " (Dan. ii. 44). Once more, such inter- 
preters always look for the ten kingdoms in the 
western half of the empire. They look for ten toes 
on one foot If the image is closely followed, we 
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shall rather expect to see five in the east and five 
in the west. Such a division has, by unanimous 
admission, never taken place. It is future : we wait 
for it. When it is seen, we shall know that before 
very many years the stone cut without hands shall 
smite the image and destroy it. But now let us turn 
to chapter vii., where we read of Antichrist. It will 
be seen that four empires are there described under 
the figure of four beasts. It has never, I believe, 
been doubted that these four kingdoms are identical. 
with those in chapter ii. The four parts of the* 
image correspond with the four beasts, thus— , 

Head of gold, . . . . = Lion. 

Silver breast and arms, . = Bear. 

Belly and thighs of brass, = Leopard. 

Iron legs, = Dreadful monster. 

Therefore, 

The lion, = Babylon. 

The bear, = Persia. 

The leopard, . . . . = Greece. 

The nameless monster, . = Home. 

It is with the last that we are now concerned. Upon 
the head of this beast are seen ten horns (ver. 7). 
These obviously correspond to the ten toes of the 
image. From among them springs another little 
horn (ver. 8). This horn persecutes the saints. 
" I beheld, and the same horn made war with the 
saints, and prevailed against them until the Ancient 
of days came" (vers. 21, 22). "He shall speak 
great words against the Most Higji, a.ud shall wear 
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out the saints of the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws: and they shall be given into his 
hand, until a time and times and the dividing of 
time ".(ver. 25) ; that is, until a year, two years, and 
half a year, the well-known prophetic period of 
1 260 days, or three and a half years. There is not 
the faintest reason to doubt that this horn is 
Antichrist. He appears, as already shown, after the 
ten horns, and among them. So that when the 
Roman Empire is divided into ten kingdoms this 
Antichrist will arise. He will be manifested in the 
Roman Empire. It has often been supposed that 
the Papacy is this little horn ; but if the ten horns 
have not yet arisen, how can the one that grows up 
after them have appeared already? Again, when 
the horn once springs up he persecutes the saints 
until the coming of Christ. They are " given into 
his hand." He prevails against them "until the 
Ancient of days " comes. Does the Papacy persecute 
the saints throughout the whole Eoman Empire ? 
England was part of that empire. Does the Papacy 
persecute us ? Does it persecute any one ? Has 
it not been, speaking generally, for the last two or 
three centuries what Bunyan described it, a toothless 
hater of the truth ? Giant Pope may mutter at the 
passing pilgrim, but he can hardly, from lack of 
power, not will, do more. This fact alone shows, I 
think, that the Papacy cannot be the little horn. 
It points to the future Antichrist who shall arise in 
the Roman Empire. 

But further, the eastern half of the empire is the 
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scene of his rise. Chapter viii. is our authority for 
this. Daniel saw a two-horned ram pushing west- 
ward, northward, and southward (ver. 4). This ram 
was opposed by a he-goat from the west (ver. 5). 
This goat has a notable horn between his eyes, with 
whieh he smites the ram and breaks his two horns. 
The explanation of the vision is given us. The ram 
with two horns is the Medo-Persian Empire, which 
for a time extended its conquests in all directions. 
The goat is Greece. The notable horn is Alexander 
the Great. By the victory of the goat over the ram 
is shown the conquest of Persia by Alexander. The 
notable horn is subsequently broken, and in its place 
four others grow up. This signifies that upon the 
death of Alexander his dominions were to be divided 
between his four generals. This is followed by the 
description of a little horn springing out of one of 
them, who " waxes great, even to the host of heaven, 
and casts down some of the host and of the stars to 
the ground (ver. 1 o). He finally stands up against 
the Prince of princes, and is broken without hand 
(ver. 25). That this horn is identical with the little 
horn of chapter vii., which springs up after the ten 
kingdoms are formed, is, I think, evident from the 
whole tenor of the passage. He is said to arise 
" in the latter time of their kingdom, when the trans- 
gressors are come to the full" (ver. 23). How this 
could have been fulfilled, even fifty years ago, it is 
hard to say ; for the whole of the four kingdoms 
here described formed part of the Sultan's empire. 
But we have seen Greece and. "E^\>i already 
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separated from Turkey ; two of the four horns have 
reappeared, as the others will in God's time. It is 
now "the latter time of their kingdom." Then 
again the expression, " His power shall be mighty, 
but not by his own power," is exactly similar to 
what is stated of Antichrist in Rev. xiii. : " The 
dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great 
authority." Satanic power is the source of all his 
wonders. It is not his own. Lastly, I cannot look 
at a vision as fulfilled when such definite chrono- 
logical marks connect it with the period preceding 
the Advent. "The last end of the indignation." 
"At the time appointed the end shall be." "The 
latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors 
are come to the full." These surely limit the time 
definitely to the last days. Out of one of them, i.e., 
the four divisions of Alexander's empire, the horn 
springs. From the eastern part of the Eoman 
Empire, then, we expect the Antichrist to arise. 
That is, from Greece, Egypt, Syria, or Turkey. 

III. He appears, first of all, as the servant of 
some system of evil. He is so portrayed in Eev. 
xvii. A woman is there seen sitting upon a scarlet- 
coloured beast. The rider rules the beast, and not 
the beast the rider. The beast here, therefore, is 
servant of the woman. The woman is not servant 
of the beast. Some system there will be, an eccle- 
siastical one probably, of which Antichrist at his rise 
is the servant — he obeys it. Not only is Antichrist 
obedient to it, but so are all the ten kings. They 
are symbolised by horns growing on the head of 
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the beast (ver. 3). Here, also, it is evident that 
the head controls the horns upon it. The horn is 
directed entirely by the will of the creature upon 
whose head it grows. So the ten horns or king- 
doms are in complete subjection to the Antichrist, 
for he is the beast. They are governed entirely by 
him. But he is obedient to the system; for, as 
already shown, the woman directs the beast upon 
which she rides. And therefore the ten kingdoms 
also are in subjection to this system. This condi- 
tion does not last long. The insatiable ambition of 
the Man of Sin urges him to turn against the 
system and destroy it. This he finally does in 
conjunction with the ten kings. "The ten horns 
which thou sawest and the beast " (not upon ; see 
Tregelles, — the evidence is conclusive), " these shall 
hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and 
naked, and shall eat her flesh and burn her with fire" 
(ver. 1 6). The false ecclesiastical system, I suppose 
so-called Catholic or corrupt Christianity, to which 
he has originally yielded allegiance, is now set aside. 
As bearing witness, however dimly, to the kingship 
of Christ, it is obnoxious to him who shall exalt 
himself above all that is called God. It is remark- 
able that the Napoleonic dynasty has twice anti- 
cipated this feature of Antichrist's history. Both 
Napoleon I. and Napoleon III. appeared as servants 
of a system — the French Eepublic ; both served it 
at first as presidents, and both as soon as oppor- 
tunity offered destroyed the system and became 
supreme. In this as in other things they were 



\ 



ANTICHRIST. 79 

remarkable foreshadowings of him who is to 
come. 

IV. Having destroyed this system, he makes him- 
self supreme. All power throughout the Eoman 
Empire is concentrated in his hands. Accordingly 
we read in Eev. xiii. (which deals with a period of 
his history subsequent to that in chap, xvii.) that 
he is the object of worship, and that all authority 
is his. He is likened to a beast which resembles a 
leopard — the symbol of Greece in Dan. vii. ; his 
feet are those of a bear — the symbol of Persia ; and 
his mouth is that of the lion — the symbol of 
Babylon. All the special characteristics of these 
empires mark him. He is, so to speak, Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, all in one. The absolute 
power of Nebuchadnezzar, the terrible prowess of 
Cyrus, the military swiftness and invincibility of 
Alexander are all surpassed in him. Adoration 
must be paid to him throughout the ten king- 
doms. " All that dwell upon the earth shall wor- 
ship him, whose names are not written in the 
Book of life " (ver. 8). His blasphemous claims to 
divine honours are sustained by miraculous power. 
"He (the false prophet and minister of Anti- 
christ) doth great wonders, so that he maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in the sight 
of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the 
(Eoman) earth by the means of these miracles which 
he had power to do in the sight of the beast" 
(vers. 13, 14). Satan, it can hardly be doubted, is 
able, when Divine permission is granted, to work 
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genuine miracles. The marvels of true spiritualism 
seem to be such. In the Old Testament, as well 
as in the New, witchcraft is always treated as a real 
thing and not trickery. Intercourse with the de- 
parted, or evil spirits personating them, is spoken of 
as a fact. And this is infra-natural, and therefore 
miraculous. What may we not expect, then, when 
Satan comes down, having great wrath because his 
time is short ? At the .present time it is the fashion 
to doubt the supernatural altogether, and to treat 
miracles as the exploded fancies of the past. It is 
an age of scientific scepticism. What may not be 
expected when men see these Satanic signs wrought 
before their eyes ? Extreme ever follows extreme, 
nationalism has succeeded Tractarianism. Many a 
man who began life doubting the existence of a 
God has ended by adoring a wafer. It would be in 
accordance with the analogy of the past and the 
retributive justice of Divine Providence if society 
should fly from the extreme of unbelief to the 
worship of a man — the Man of Sin. There will be 
everything indeed about him to fascinate mankind. 
Irresistible military prowess, skill in diplomacy, and 
doubtless those personal attractions which please 
the multitude will all be his. In the earlier stages 
of his career, too, he will, I suppose, be liberal and 
broad, tolerant of every religion except the truth as 
it is in Jesus, the patron of arts and sciences and 
literature. I expect him to be at first no blood- 
thirsty tyrant, no monster, but the embodiment of 
all that is pleasing and attractive to the natural 
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man. As the servant of this false Christianity, he 
will be the easy patron of every " school of thought" 
except the Gospel of the grace of God. That he 
will persecute. Society will applaud him, and, 
wearied with the pretensions of rival sects, will rally 
round its successful hero. The theology inculcated 
by such men as the Dean of Westminster will, 
I take it, be his till he becomes strong enough to 
abolish all religion, and sit in the temple of God, 
showing himself that he is God. 

We are apt to think of the word "beast" as 
denoting some one repulsive and fierce. But re- 
member the "beast" is the symbol for Antichrist 
8een from God's standpoint, and not man's. " The 
things which are highly esteemed among men are 
an abomination in the sight of God." The Roman 
Empire, in every stage of its history, God calls a 
beast — a nameless, indescribable monster (Dan. 
vii.). Is this realised by men as they read its his- 
tory? Did the professing Church remember this 
when she entered into alliance with it ? The empire, 
whether ruled by Augustus, Nero, or Constantine, 
was still in God's Book spoken of as the monster. 
It is so still. That our own England shall be a 
horn in the head of this monster may not be doubted. 
It formed part of the empire out of which the ten 
horns spring. This is England's symbol in the 
rapidly hastening future — a horn in the head of the 
beast. But men do not so regard the Eoman 
Empire of the past, nor shall they so regard the 
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England of the future. What God regards thus 
man may esteem very differently. Antichrist will 
be to the eye of faith a monster, but to the world a 
brilliant, successful, liberal, philanthropic sovereign, 
worthy of all honour. 

But, V. Let me point out his relationship to the 
Jews. At first he enters into alliance with them. 
It is probable that they will even receive him as 
the long-expected Messiah. " If another shall come 
in his own name, him ye will receive." And " he " 
— i.e., the prince that shall come, Antichrist — u shall 
confirm the covenant with many for one week" 
(Dan. ix. 27). The word rendered "week" really 
means any period of seven. There is nothing in 
the original to show whether seven days are in- 
tended, seven weeks, seven months, or seven years ; 
but evidently it is the last. " And in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the obla- 
tion to cease, and (margin) upon the battlements 
shall be the idols of the desolator, even until the 
consummation and that determined be poured upon 
the desolator." Thus a covenant is made for seven 
years between Antichrist and Israel. On the expi- 
ration of half the time they incur his bitter enmity. 
Mercilessly does he persecute them. The latter 
half of the time coincides with the period so often 
mentioned as the epoch of the unparalleled tribula- 
tion of the Jews and the persecution of the Church 
— viz., 1260 days 42 months, or 3 J years (cf. 
Dan. vii. 25 ; Eev. xi. 2, 3, xii. 6, xiii. 5). This 
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period is, as we have seen, the Immediate sign of 
the nearness of the Advent. At its close the Lord 
comes. 

Fearful is the description of Antichrist's anger 
given in Isaiah x. He purposes the entire destruc- 
tion of God's ancient people. God, however, uses 
Mm as a staff wherewith to chasten them, so that 
they may be brought to repentance. " I will send 
him against a hypocritical nation, and against the 
people of My wrath will I give him a charge to take 
the spoil and to take the prey, and to tread them 
down like the mire of the streets " (ver. 6). The 
Assyrian's presumptuous boastings are thus given : 
"My hand hath found, as a nest, the riches of the 
people ; and as one gathereth eggs that are left, have 
I gathered all the earth ; and there was none that 
moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped " 
(ver. 14). In the next verse the prophet shows 
his folly. " Shall the axe boast itself against him 
that heweth therewith ? or shall the saw magnify 
itself against him that shaketh it ? " The march of 
the conqueror is graphically foretold. " He is come 
to Aiath, he is passed to Migron ; at Michmash he 
hath laid up his carriages : they are gone over the 
passage : they have taken up their lodging at Geba ; 
Eamah is afraid ; Gibeah of Saul is fled. Lift up 
thy voice, daughter of Gallim ; cause it to be 
heard unto Laish, poor Anathoth. Madmenah 
is removed ; the inhabitants of Gebim gather them- 
selves to flee. As yet shall he remain at Nob that 
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day " (vers. 28-32). No such march has yet take: 
place. But the oppressor is marching on to defeai 
Israel he may crush, but he has to confront Israel 5 
Lord. Sennacherib's antitype shall meet a wors 
than Sennacherib's fate. " There shall come fori 
a rod out of the stem of Jesse. ... He shall smit 
the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with th 
breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked " (Is* 
xii. 1-4). 

Thus it has been shown that Antichrist is 
literal man; that he will appear in the Eoma 
Empire, and in the eastern part of it ; that at hi 
rise he is the servant of a system — probably apos 
tate Christianity ; that, when strong enough, h 
destroys this system, and deifies himself. It ha 
also been seen that at first he protects the Jew 
then restored to their own land, but finally pei 
secutes them with almost inconceivable fury. ] 
has been further proved, that as he is preparing t 
crush for ever the hated people, and has thei 
almost in his deadly grasp, the Advent takes plac< 
and the hosts of the apostate kingdoms are destroye 
by the manifested glory of the Lord Jesus. Sue 
I believe to be a brief outline of the history of th 
Man of Sin — Satan's masterpiece. 

In conclusion, be it borne in mind that each on 
whose eye may glance at these pages is either fo: 
Christ or Antichrist. He that is not with Chris! 
is against Him. Momentous, then, is the question, 
Have I received that anointing of the Spirit by 
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which alone I can know the truth ? Have I expe- 
rienced that birth from above by which — and by 
which only — man becomes a servant of Jesus Christ ? 
Reader, if you have not thus in you the " root of 
the matter," you are on the side of Antichrist ; you 
are living in daily, hourly rebellion against the King 
of kings. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

BABYLON. 

The view advocated in this chapter is not one, 1 
frankly own, which is usually held by students <& 
prophecy. In putting it forward I again disclaim** 1 
anything like infallibility. I may be mistaken — ■ — 7 
time will prove. But I firmly believe that what ^ 
here advanced is Scriptural, and I bespeak mc^^ 
earnestly the prayerful and candid considerati^^ n 
of the Christian reader. What I hold is this, th^^ at 
Babylon on the Euphrates will be rebuilt and becorrr^ 316 
the headquarters of apostasy ; that there Antichrrmsfc 
will fix his capital, and that this Babylon will Hbe 
destroyed at the coming of the Lord. This vie^r is 
my own deduction from the study of Scripture. It 
has been gradually deepening ever since I first s^tf 
that Isaiah (chap, xiii.) spoke of Babylon, " tie 
beauty of the Chaldees excellency," as overthrown 
at the " day of the Lord/' Most gladly, however, 
do I state my indebtedness to Mr. Newton for tie 
masterly and exhaustive way in which he has 
stated the evidence for this view in his book called 
" Babylon," being the second series of his " Aids to 
Prophetic Inquiry." I would earnestly recommend 
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any who may be disposed to go more deeply into 
the subject to read his work. My object now is to 
give the four weighty reasons which led me to look 
for Babylon's restoration and future overthrow. 

I. My first is, that the prophecies as to its 
destruction have not yet been accomplished. God's 
^ord cannot fail. If He speaks of a ruin to over- 
take Babylon more terrible than any that has yet 
Wallen it, then that ruin must be future. Not 
°ne jot or tittle can pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled. This, I suppose, will be readily granted 
by all who receive the Bible as the infallible Word 
of the living God. What, then, have been the 
judgments predicted ? 

In Jer. L and li. an account is given of Babylon's 
overthrow and its consequent circumstances, as well 
as of the abiding subsequent condition of the city 
and land. "Babylon is taken" (ver. 2). This is fol- 
lowed by the statement, " In those days, and in that 
time, saith the Lord, the children of Israel shall 
come, they and the children of Judah together, 
going and weeping: they shall go, and seek the 
Lord their God. They shall ask the way to Zion, 
with their faces thitherward, saying, Come, and let 
us join ourselves to the Lord in a perpetual cove- 
nant that shall not be forgotten" (vers. 4, 5). "In 
those days, and in that time, saith the Lord, the ini- 
quity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall 
be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall 
not be found: for I will pardon them whom I 
reserve " (ver. 20). These passages connect Israel's 
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national conversion with Babylon's destruction. Nay, 
they make the two synchronise. "Babylon is taken/' 
" In those days, and in that time," is the repentance 
and conversion of both Judah and Israel. Was 
this fulfilled at Babylon's capture by Cyrus ? Could 
it be said that then the "children of Israel" anc 
the " children of Judah " together sought the Lord 
and asked the way to Zion ? Was the iniquity oi 
Judah and Israel then pardoned, so that wher 
sought for it could not be found ? Was this the 
case when they — or Judah, at any rate — crucified 
the Lord of glory ? Surely not. But these re- 
sults immediately follow the capture of Babylon, 
Must not then that capture be future ? The de- 
scription of Judah and Israel seeking the way 
to Zion is clearly parallel with what the same 
prophet elsewhere says, "They shall come with 
weeping, and with supplications will I lead them ' 
(Jer. xxxi. 9). And this, as will be shown 
in chap, vii., has reference to that salvation oi 
the whole nation which shall follow the coming 
of the Lord. Till, then, the national conversion oi 
the twelve tribes shall occur, we conclude that the 
judgments described in Jer. 1. and li. are future 
Again, the capture of Babylon by Cyrus was not 
attended with its destruction. So far from this 
being the case, Alexander the Great, 200 years 
after, intended making it the capital of his 
empire. His untimely death alone prevented the 
carrying out of his purpose. But the time spoken 
of by Jeremiah is the time not merely of its capture, 
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but of its final and complete destruction. " Shout 
against her round about ; she hath given her hand : 
her foundations are fallen, her walls are thrown 
down ; for it is the vengeance of the Lord " (ver. 15). 
Nothing approaching to this happened when Cyrus 
took Babylon. He, as Herodotus tells us, by means 
of trenches and canals turned the water of the 
Euphrates from its course, and entered the city by 
the bed of the river. No " foundations " fell. No 
walls were thrown down. 

Further, Babylon's destruction is described as 
sudden. " When thou hast made an end of reading 
this book, thou shalt bind a stone to it and cast it 
into the midst of Euphrates, and thou shalt say, 
Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the 
evil that I will bring upon her" (Jer. li. 63, 64). 
That partial desolation has overtaken Babylon and 
its land no one doubts ; but can it be said that this 
desolation was sudden ? The illustration of the 
stone thrown into the waters involves this sudden- 
ness. For centuries after the time of Cyrus it was 
a & important city. For centuries no destruction 
had befallen it. It resisted Darius Hystaspes for 
twenty months, B.C. 516. Alexander sought to 
toake it the metropolis of the world, B.c. 330. 
St. Peter wrote his Epistle from it, A.D. 60-70. 
Ihe Babylonian Talmud was dated thence about 
A.D. 500. The ruin which has befallen it did not 
come suddenly. It was the result of the slow 
decay of ages. 
Again, its destruction is said to be the cause of 
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exultation to God's people in heaven and 01 
" The heaven and the earth, and all that is 1 
shall sing for Babylon " (Jer. li. 48). Can t 
suppose that when Cyrus took Babylon th 
cause for joy in heaven ? One dynasty su< 
another, and that was all. The rule of the C] 
" lion " gave place to that of the Persian 
(Dan. vii. 4, 5). Both are described as "bea 
monsters — in the Word of God. How thei 
the success of either cause heaven itself 
with joy ? There is joy in the presence 
angels of God over one sinner that repente 
hardly over one of earth's proud monarchs ga 
victory over another. If we see the futurity 
whole passage, the difficulty vanishes. If Bs 
destruction synchronises with Israel's forgiven 
former event would, we can well understs 
heaven with praise. Israel's restoration to 
favour is the signal for the conversion of th< 
world. No wonder, then, that Babylon's ove 
the appointed sign of Israel's salvation, sha 
songs of gladness in the presence of heaven's 

Further, precise information is afforded as 
condition of Babylon when the predicted 
shall have taken place. Several details a 
nished for us by the Spirit of God. Ne 
have they been accomplished. 

Thus, "Babylon, the glory of kingdoi 

beauty of the Chaldees' excellency, shall 

when God overthrew Sodom and Gommorah 

xiii. 19). No one knows where the Cities 
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Plain were. It is supposed by many that they are 
covered by the Dead Sea. Nothing, however, can 
be asserted positively. They are utterly gone. Is 
this true of Babylon ? It is not generally known 
that in the midst of the ruins of Babylon a modern 
city has grown up called Hillah. It returns a con- 
siderable revenue to the Turkish Government, is the 
seat of an archbishopric, and contains a population 
of 10,000 souls. These are indisputable facts. Mr. 
Kch, who visited it in 18 10, in his "Memoirs of 
the Plains of Babylon," after describing the ruins 
of Babylon, adds that Hillah " must occupy part of 
the $£ of Babylon" (p. 79). Mr. Rich also says, 
"The gardens on both sides the river are very ex- 
tensive, so that the town itself, seen from a little 
distance, appears embosomed in a wood of date 
trees " (p. 50). "The air is salubrious, and the 
8 °il extremely fertile, producing great quantities of 
n oe, dates, and grain of different kinds" (p. 53). 
■^3, then, is modern Babylon. In the midst of its 
^iis is a considerable town, with several thousand 
habitants. Is this like the desolation of Sodom 
^d Gomorrah ? 

Again, " It shall never be inhabited, neither shall 
^ be dwelt in from generation to generation : neither 
8 kaU the Arabian pitch tent there ; neither shall the 
^epherds make their fold there" (Isa. xiii. 20). 
"°*ne travellers, indeed, have been there without 
8 ^eing Arabians encamped, and have hastily con- 
c *Uded that they never do so. Very different, how- 
ler, is the testimony of General Chesney. " This 
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portion of the country (near the Birs Nimroud) is 
occupied by an Arab tribe, who were actually en- 
camped at the foot (of the Birs), on the N.W. or 
Hillah side of the ruins when I was there." These 
extracts from General Chesney and Rich are quoted 
from Mr. Newton's second series of "Aids to Pro- 
phetic Inquiry," where much similar testimony will 
be found. When the Spirit of God has expressly 
said that when Babylon is destroyed the Arabian 
shall not pitch his tent there, how can the destruc- 
tion spoken of have been accomplished ? The 
Arabian does pitch tent there. 

Once again : So total is Babylon's ruin to be, 
that "they shall not take of thee a stone for a 
corner, nor a stone for foundations ; but thou shalt 
be desolate for ever, saith the Lord" (Jer. li. 26). 
Many travellers tell us that Hillah is built of the 
bricks of Babylon. Thus Mignan says, in his 
"Travels in Chaldaea" (p. 177), "Some of the 
ravines are fully sixty feet deep, which may princi- 
pally be attributed to the Arabs, who were constantly 
at work to obtain the valuable bricks, which, from 
the vicinity of the river, are with little trouble and 
expense conveyed to Hillah, or any town north or 
south." 

Thus, then, the testimony of facts leads us to 
conclude that never has the sudden and final over- 
throw of Babylon, foretold by Isaiah and Jeremiah, 
taken place. Slowly, silently, it has fallen into 
decay. Never can it be shown to have been without 
i&babitants. Israel's forgiveness did not follow its 
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capture by Cyrus (Jer. L 4, 5, 20). Its foundations 
were not overthrown (Jer. 1. 15); nor was it de- 
stroyed (Jer. L 40). HeStven did not rejoice over 
its fall (Jer. li. 48). At the present moment its 
site is not as Sodom; the Arabian does pitch his 
tent there (Isa. xiii. 19, 20) ; and its brick is taken 
for building purposes (Jer. li 26). In face of these 
facts, therg are, I humbly think, two alternatives, 
and only two. Either the Word of God has been 
in many particulars unfulfilled, or the overthrow of 
Babylon foretold yet remains to be accomplished. 

II. Mv second reason is, that its destruction is 
said to occur at the coming of the Lord. Isaiah xiii. 
i8 very clear upon this point. " The burden of 
Babylon, which Isaiah the son of Am6z did see " 
(ver. 1). " The Lord of hosts mustereth the host of 
the battle " (ver. 4). " Howl ye ; for the day of the 
Lord is at hand" (ver. 6). I am not aware that 
one single passage can be adduced in which the 
e xpression " the day of the Lord " means anything 
but the second coming of the Lord Jesus. Scores 
°f Scriptures might be quoted in which it bears that 
*®\&q. Those familiar with the prophets will recol- 
fect them. " It shall come as a destruction from 
the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be faint, 
^d every man's heart shall melt : and they shall 
be afraid: pangs and sorrows shall take hold of 
them; they shall be in pain as a woman that 
kavaileth: they shall be amazed one at another; 
their faces shall be as flames. Behold, the day of 
*he Lord comefch, cruel both with ^t&\j\i osA foscsfe 
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anger, to lay the land desolate : and He shall de- 
stroy the sinners thereof out of it" (vers. 6-9). 
The destruction of the ungodly is, I need hardly 
say, spoken of in Scripture as a result of the Second 
Advent. Christ comes " in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that knpw not God, and that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." "The 
Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabit- 
ants of the earth for* their iniquity. " What follows 
more unmistakably (if possible) identifies the time 
with the coming of Christ. " For the stars of heaven 
and the constellations thereof shall not give their 
light ; the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, 
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine ** 
(ver. 1 6). These celestial phenomena are in many 
Scriptures predicted as the immediate precursors of 
the appearance of the Lord Jesus (see Joel iii. 1 5> 
16; Matt. xxiv. 29, 30; Eev. vi. 12-17). ^ can 
therefore hardly be doubted that this Scripture refers 
to the same eventful period. Again, the Lord by 
the prophet continues, "And I will punish the 
world for their evil, and the wicked for their arro- 
gancy ; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud 
to cease, and will lay low the haughtiness of the 
terrible. I will make a man more precious than 
fine gold ; even a man than the golden wedge of 
Ophir. Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath of 
the Lord of hosts, and in the day of His fierce 
anger" (vers. 11- 13). Can anyone contend that 
this has been accomplished? Has "the world" 
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ever been punished since the Flood? Has the 
arrogancy of the proud ceased ? Have the heavens 
been shaken? Has the earth removed out of its 
place? One moment's reflection must convince 
any candid mind that these results are yet future. 
They follow, as has been shown in the chapter on 
the Premillennial Advent, the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. Not until He has consumed the wicked one 
with the breath of His lips, and smitten the earth 
with the rod of His mouth, can the arrogancy of the 
proud cease, and the haughtiness of the terrible be 
kid low. The chapter, then, manifestly describes 
the time of the end, the Advent of the Lord of 
glory. But the " burden," or judgment, " of Baby- 
lon " is its subject. " And Babylon, the glory of 
kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees* excellency, 
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and Go- 
morrah " (ver. 19). Here, then, the judgment or 
destruction of Babylon is said to take place at the 
Second Advent. 

Many commentators have felt this difficulty, and 
have said that there is a sort of double sense to the 
chapter ; that while it describes Babylon's overthrow 
by Cyrus, it in some way stretches on to the end of 
^ age, and then is applicable to Eome, which is 
8 e &erally called the mystical Babylon. See Scott 
and Wordsworth. The latter says in his commen- 
kty on the passage : " This and other prophecies in 
Isaiah and Jeremiah (chaps. 1. and li.) concerning 
*y& destruction of Babylon, and the consequent 
^Wation of the people of God, have also a special, 
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and mysterious interest for these latter days." He 
goes on to add, that there awaits them " another 
secondary fulfilment in the destruction of the 
mystical Babylon." I cannot help feeling that this 
idea of a double fulfilment is most unsatisfactory. 
The prophecy usually quoted in defence of the view 
is our Lord's prediction of the overthrow of Jerusalem, 
which is said to be mysteriously blended with His 
coming to judgment. In another chapter, however, 
of this work, I have shown grounds for supposing 
that in Matthew and Mark the future siege, and in 
Luke the past siege, of Jerusalem is described. Oil 
this view each prophecy is plain and distinct, and. 
no double sense is involved. That Scripture has 
many applications is freely allowed, but that it haa 
many interpretations I cannot grant. When once 
it is seen that Babylon must yet rise, and that it 
shall be the centre of the world's evil, such chapters 
as this lose all their difficulty. We can see then 
why its destruction is spoken of as taking place at 
the coming of the Lord, viz., because it shall be so 
literally. 

The chapter which follows — the fourteenth — con- 
firms this. It begins, " For the Lord will have mercy 
on Jacob, and will yet choose Israel, and set them in 
their own land, and the strangers shall be joined 
with them, and they shall cleave to the house of 
Jacob. And the people shall take them and bring 
them to their place ; and the house of Israel shall 
possess them in the land of the Lord for servants 
and Jbandmaids ; and i\iey fchafii \akfe \fc&m captives, 
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whose captives they were, and they shall rule over 
their oppressors." Nothing can be shown to have 
occurred which can be taken as a fulfilment of this. 
When the ten tribes were restored under Cyrus, 
Israel certainly did not rule over her oppressors. 
On the contrary, they were completely under 
Gentile government. This regathering corresponds 
with that already noticed in Jeremiah. Both 
Jeremiah, then, and Isaiah speak of Israel's restora- 
tion as resulting from Babylon's overthrow. Their 
song in that day is given, " Thou shalt take up this 
proverb against the king of Babylon, How hath the 
oppressor ceased ! the golden city ceased ! " (Isa. xiv. 
4). Israel's restoration in full shall, as is elsewhere 
shown, result from the return of the Lord Jesus. 
Babylon's destruction, therefore, must take place then. 
But, III. It may be asked, Have we any definite 
prediction that Babylon shall be rebuilt ? If it is 
to be destroyed by the Lord Jesus at His Advent, it 
must have been restored prior to that event. Does 
the Word of God lead us to expect such an 
event ? My reply is, It does. In Zechariah v. 5-1 1 
that restoration is foreshown: "Then the angel 
that talked with me went forth, and said unto me, 
lift up now thine eyes, and see what is this that 
goeth forth. He said, moreover, This is their resem- 
blance through all the earth. And behold, there was 
lifted up a talent of lead ; and this is a woman that 
sitteth in the midst of the ephah. And he said, 
This is wickedness. And he cast it into the midst 
of the ephah ; and he cast \k& ^si^ri. tf. \a&<L w^ia. 
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the mouth thereof. Then lifted I up mine eyes and 
looked, and behold, there came out two women, and 
the wind was in their wings ; for they had wings 
like the wings of a stork ; and they lifted up the 
ephah between the earth and the heaven. Then 
said I to the angel that talked with me, Whither 
do these bear the ephah ? And he said unto me, 
To build it an house in the land of Shinar ; and it 
shall be established and set there upon her own 
base." Details in such a passage may cause diffL— 
culties, but the leading fact is plain. Some system, 
with which wickedness is connected is to be estab- 
lished in the land of Shinar. The ephah was th.e 
principal measure of capacity among the Jews, aiiAfL 
is in Scripture used as the symbol of commerce. 
"Just balances, just weights, a just ephah" (Le 
xix. 36). In the ephah is seen a woman, t 
emblem of a system. The character of the syste 
is determined by the fact that the angel speaks 



wickedness in the midst of the ephah. The word 
rendered wickedness is significant. It is nyttH, so 
frequently used in the Psalms and elsewhere of 
Antichristian wickedness. The LXX. rendered it 
by dvo/jua. And St. Paul calls the Man of sin 
6 dvo/ios, = the lawless one. But St. Paul there 
(2 Thess. ii.) quotes from Isa. xi. 4 ; and Isaiah 
uses the word yttn. It is thus a word whici 
peculiarly directs one's thoughts to the Antichrist 
and his defiant ungodliness. This is the word used 
by Zechariah. This is the "wickedness " hidden in 
the ephah. The ephah containing the woman and 
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the "wickedness " is carried to the land of Shinar. 
Commerce returns to its ancient seat, Babylon. 
From it is developed that lawlessness or wickedness 
which shall be eventually summed up in the Man 
of sin. Such I conceive to be an outline of the 
teaching contained in the vision. At any rate, this 
ephah, with its wickedness, has a house built for it 
in Babylon, and " it shall be established and set 
there" upon its own base. Has anything ever 
occurred which can be considered an accomplish- 
ment of this ? Never since Zechariah prophesied 
las any such system been set up in Babylon. On 
the contrary, gradual decay has been its history, 
ft remains, then, to be yet fulfilled. The house 
^Ust be built in the land of Shinar. Here is to be 
Manifested the wickedness of Antichristian evil. 
^*. Keith speaks of this vision as denoting the 
^8toration of Babylon. " Building," he says, " esta- 
blishing, and setting, all appear to be significations 
°f blessing" (Evidence of Prophecy, p. 274, note). 
^r. Keith has evidently overlooked the "wicked- 
ness " in the ephah for which the house is to be 
built. The restoration of Babylon indeed it shows, 
Wt not in blessing. Satan is its prime mover. 
^The city shall be peculiarly his. Commercial great- 
ness he shall pervert to his own purposes. So 
fcager shall men be for wealth, that he will get them 
fast in his snares. This is the city whose destruc- 
tion at the Advent is so vividly portrayed by 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

IV. My fourth reason is,, that the Eevelation 
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bears concurrent witness. It supplements here, as 
in other respects, the testimony of the prophets. In 
Eev. xvii., xviii., mention is made of Babylon as 
being destroyed by the coming of the Lord. In 
chap. xvii. is given the city moral, or system con- 
nected with the city, while in chap, xviii. we have 
the city physical. There is the same difference 
between them that there is between Eomanism the 
system, and Eome the headquarters of the system. 
The characteristic of the physical city is fully given 
as commercial greatness. This is just what the 
ephah would lead us to expect. " The merchants 
of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for 
no man buyeth their merchandise any more : the 
merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, 
and of pearls, and fine linen, and purple, and r silk, 
and scarlet, and all thyine wood, and all manner 
vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most 
precious wood, and of brass, and iron, and marble, 
and cinnamon, and odours, and ointments, and 
frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine flour, and 
wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and 
chariots, and slaves, and souls of men" (vers. 1 1- 
1 3). " The merchants of these things, which were 
made rich by her, shall stand afar off for the fear 
of her torment " (ver. 15). " And every shipmaster, 
and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as 
many as trade by sea, stood afar off, and cried when 
they saw the smoke of her burning " (vers. 1 7, 1 8). 
Attention is again and again called to the fact that 
the destruction of the city affeote ^^\!iaxly two 
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classes of the community — merchants and sailors. 
A commercial maritime city is thus indicated. The 
general opinion of late years has been that Babylon 
means Home. This chapter, however, militates 
strongly against this view. Dean Alford in his 
Commentary v alludes to this difficulty. After saying 
that Babylon in his judgment is identical with 
Kome, he adds candidly enough, " It must not for 
a moment be denied that the character of this 
lamentation throws a shade of obscurity over the 
interpretation. . . . The difficulty is, however, not 
confined to the application of the prophecy to Eome 
papal, but extends over the application of it to 
Rome at all. . . . For Eome never has been, and 
from its very position never could be, a great com- 
mercial city. I leave this difficulty unsolved. . . . 
^ut certainly, as has been observed, the details of 
this mercantile lamentation far more nearly suit 
•Loudon than Eome at any assignable period of her 
W8tory." I press upon the reader's careful attention 
^e incontestable statement of the Dean, that Eome 
flever has been, and never can be, a great com- 
mercial city; whereas the city here described is 
Particularly said to be so. How, then, can it be 
^°me? Three times over it is called Babylon 
( v fcis. 2, 10, 21). That Babylon, if rebuilt, would 
8 Peedily become a commercial city, no one can 
^°Ubt. Situated upon a splendid river, the 
^phrates, it is on the highroad to India. When 
ox ^ce the Euphrates Valley Eailway is made, Babylon 
w fll be on the direct road between India and TLn%- 
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land, between the East and the West. Would not 
its very position be conducive to commercial great- 
ness ? Again, this Babylon is, I take it, identical 
with that described in Jeremiah 1., li. A comparison 
between the passages is enough to establish this. 
" Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen " (Rev. xviii. 
2). "Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed " 
(Jer. li. 8). " Having a golden cup in her hand " 
(Eev. xvii 4). Babylon hath been a golden cup in 
the Lord's hand " (Jer. li. 7). " All nations have 
drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, 
and the kings of the earth have committed forni- 
cation with her" (Eev. xviii. 3). "The nations 
have drunken of her wine, therefore the nations 
are mad " (Jer. li. 7). " I heard another voice from 
heaven saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye 
be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not 
of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. 
Reward her even as she hath rewarded you, and 
double unto her double, according to her works " 
(Rev. xviii. 4-6). " My people, go ye out of the 
midst of her, and deliver ye every man his soul. . . . 
Her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and is lifted 
up even to the skies. . . . Take vengeance upon 
her ; as she hath done, do unto her. . . . Recom- 
pense her according to her work ; according to all 
that she hath done, do unto her" (Jer. li. 45, 49, 
1. 15, 29). " And a mighty angel took up a stone, 
like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, say- 
ing, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon 
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be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all " 
(Eev. xviii. 21). "And it shall be when thou hast 
made an end of reading this book, that thou shalt 
bind a stone to it and cast it into the midst of 
Euphrates ; and then shall say, Thus shall Babylon 
sink, and shall not rise from the, evil that I will 
bring upon her" (Jer. li. 63, 64). 

I have thus at some length pointed out the 
wonderful similarity between the teaching of Jere- 
miah and of St. John concerning Babylon. Both 
describe its overthrow at the coming of Christ; 
both speak of it as emphatically the city of the 
earth's prosperity ; both proclaim it to be a terrible 
adversary to the truth. Either, then, there are two 
Babylons or one. If two, then it follows that there 
are two leading mercantile cities whose destruction 
is accomplished in identically the same manner, at 
identically the same time, and described in identi- 
cally the same language. This is scarcely conceiv- 
able. We conclude, then, that both the prophet and 
the apostle describe the greatness and final over- 
throw of the same city, which is to bear sway at 
the close of this dispensation — Babylon the great. 

It is very generally held that Babylon is Eome. 
This view rests mainly upon two characteristics of 
the harlot which are given in chap. xvii. (a.) 
" The seven heads are seven mountains, on which 
the woman sitteth " (ver. 9). The mountains are 
said to be literal mountains, and as Eome is known 
as the seven-hilled city, this is supposed to be con- 
clusive. But does not the whole argument proceed 
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upon an assumption, viz., that the mountains are 
literal ? The woman is at any rate some system. 
Those who identify Babylon with Eome declare her 
to symbolise the Papacy. Is it likely that a system 
should be described as resting upon physical moun- 
tains ? Had they been mentioned in the following 
chapter, where the literal city is described, they 
might fairly have been so taken. But here it is 
the system, not the city, which is brought before us. 
Further, there is, I think, proof that the mountains 
are not literal but figurative. The woman is de- 
scribed as sitting "upon many waters" (ver. i) and 
" upon a scarlet-coloured beast " (ver. 3). The 
waters are certainly figurative. " The waters which 
thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 
and multitudes, and nations, and tongues " (ver. 15). 
That the beast is also figurative no one has ever 
doubted. If, then, the woman is said to sit upon 
many waters, which are figurative — upon a beast, 
which is also figurative, is it not inconsistent to say 
that the mountains are literal ? Either all are 
literal or all are figurative. We conclude, then, 
that whatever may be intended by the mountains 
upon which the woman sits, they are not literal 
hills. No argument, then, can be drawn in favour 
of the Papacy being the woman from Kome's having 
been called the seven -hilled city. The word 
" mountain " is frequently used as the symbol of 
power and authority. "Every mountain and hill 
shall be made low " (Isa. xl. 4). " Behold, I am 
against thee, destroying mountain, saith the 



BABYLON. 105 

lord" (Jer. 11 25). "Who art thou, great moun- 
tain ? before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain " 
(Zech. iv. 7). By the woman, then, sitting upon 
8even mountains is meant, I believe, that this 
system shall derive support from all the sources of 
human power. The sword shall sustain it, so shall 
the professing Church, and so shall every depart- 
ment of government. 

(J3) The other characteristic which is adduced 
as conclusive is Eev. xvii. 18: " The woman 
^hich thou sawest is that great city which 
*fcigneth over the kings of the earth." Here it 
*s argued, that as Eome was mistress of the world 
^hen St. John saw the vision, Eome must be the 
city intended. But does not this also rest upon 
SJX assumption — viz., that the expression " which 
^igneth " is used of the time then present ? This 
^nnot be proved. In prophecy we often find 
*Uture events vividly described in a past or present 
^^use. Thus, "They weighed for My price thirty 
Pieces of silver." Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen," — literally " fell." " The first heaven and the 
first earth were passed away, and there was no 
**iore sea." But in the passage before us, the pre- 
sent participle is used. This is frequently employed 
iti an abstract sense independently altogether 
of time. It is used to denote office. The magis- 
trate was 6 aipywv = the ruling one. So the Lord 
Jesus is the Lamb " taking away (o dipwv) the sin 
of the world." His office is to take away sin. There 
is no other Saviour. Any sinner seeking forgive- 
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ness must apply to Him. But He did not actually 
take away the sin of every human being, otherwise 
all must be saved. It denotes also general habit 
or practice. Thus a believer is 6 iriareKov = the 
believing one ; believers are ol Tnarevovre^ = the 
believing ones. So in I John iii., " Whosoever 
committeth sin transgresseth also the law " (ver. 4). 
" Whosoever, is one doing sin," that is, sins habitu- 
ally (7ra? 6 TToitisv rrjv dpaprtav). " He that doeth 
righteousness " (ver. 7), is literally he, that is, one 
doing righteousness, i.e., habitually. Similarly, " he 
that committeth sin " = he that is a sinning one, i.e. t 
sins habitually. Two classes of persons are opposed; 
the one lives daily in sin, the other lives for God. 
They may and do fall, but the general tenor of their 
life is for Christ. They are "doers of righteous- 
ness/' So in the passage before us. The expression 
"which reigneth over the kings of the earth," is 
literally "being rule, or having sovereignty, over 
the kings of the earth." It is the characteristic of 
the woman whenever she appears. It is used in- 
dependently of time altogether. Many similar 
instances will be found in the Book of Bevelation. 
"A Lamb stood on Mount Zion, and with Him 
an hundred and forty and four thousand, having His 
Father's name written on their foreheads" (xiv. 1). 
" These are they which follow (are followers of) 
the Lamb whithersoever He goeth " (xiv. 4). " A 
scarlet-coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns" (xvii. 3). 
"Blessed are they that wash their robes" (xxii. 14^ 



BABYLON. 107 

(see Tregelles), literally, " those washing their robes." 
In all these instances we find the present participle 
used without regard to time. Why should it seem 
strange that it should be so used in chapter xvii. 
18? " The woman which thou sawest is that great 
city," the characteristic of which is, when it appears, 
that it " reigneth over the kings of the earth." It 
shall be their mistress. They shall be her servants. 
But if we examine very briefly the view that the 
Papacy is here indicated, it will be found full of 
difficulty. If the woman is the Papacy, the Beast 
is either the Pope or the Eoman Empire. If the 
former, is it conceivable that the Pope should de- 
stroy the Papacy ? Is not this a contradiction ? 
Yet "the ten horns which thou sawest and the 
beast, these shall hate the whore, and make her 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and 
burn her with fire " (ver. 1 6). 

If, on the other hand, the beast is said to be the 
Koman Empire, how could it be described as an 
object of worship ? " They worshipped the beast." 
" He causeth the earth, and them which dwell therein, 
to worship the first beast " (Bev. xiii. 4, 1 2). Again, 
how could an empire be cast into hell ? " The 
beast was taken, and with him the false prophet. 
. . . These both were cast alive into hell " (xix. 20). 
How could an empire suffer torment ? " The devil 
. . . was cast into the lake of fire, . . . where the 
beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tor- 
mented day and night for ever and ever " (xx. 1 o). 

Further, it should be observed that the beast de- 
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stroys the woman, and so rises into power. Has 
either the Pope or the Empire ever done this ? Has 
either destroyed the Papacy, and thus attained to 
universal sovereignty? If not, they cannot have 
fulfilled the statements made in this chapter. 
Neither can it be fairly said that all save the elect 
have served the Papacy (ver. 8), or that the Pope has 
borne rule over the whole ten kingdoms of the Eoman 
Empire, of which England formed part (ver. 13). 
The harlot rather is to be identified, I believe, with 
the woman hidden in the ephah. The prophet gives 
the establishment of her house in the land of Shinar, 
and the apostle displays her in all her seductive 
attractiveness in that house. What the system is 
I do not venture to assert. The future will declare 
it. Probably it is either apostate Christianity in 
general or Latitudinarianism. Whatever it is, Babylon 
is its home. There it shall bear rule over the Eoman 
Empire in its tenfold division, until it is itself 
destroyed by the Man of Sin. He appears as its 
servant; for in this chapter (Eev.xvii.) he is governed 
by her; she is the rider, and he the beast that 
carries her. But, when strong enough, he destroys 
the system, and makes himself supreme. He shall 
sit in the temple of God, showing himself that he 
is God. 

I have thus laid before the reader the four reasons 
which induce me to look for the rebuilding and 
temporary prosperity of Babylon, and its overthrow 
at the coming of the Lord Jesus. If the reasons 
are insufficient, let their insufficiency be pointed 
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out. My only wish is to ascertain the truth re- 
vealed in Holy Scripture. To my own mind they 
are of great weight. 

The revival of the East is apparently not far off. 
Every eye is turned there now (1877). The 
Euphrates Valley Eailway project is postponed, but 
not abandoned. It is the direct route to India. Mili- 
tary reasons will ere long, doubtless, cause its con- 
struction. Commercial enterprise will soon turn it 
to account. When English gold and settled govern- 
ment are introduced into Judaea and Babylonia, 
what may not be anticipated as the result ? Once 
fet Israel be restored, and the rise of Babylonia 
w ould surely follow. Many years ago an expedi- 
tion was sent out by the British Government to 
survey the whole district, with a view to the making 
°f the railway. The report issued was full of inte- 
nt. It was called " The Expedition for the Sur- 
Ve y of the Tigris and Euphrates, carried on by order 
°f the British Government, &c, by Lieut-Colonel 
^hesney, R.A.," and was published by Longmans in 
^50. The report speaks in the highest possible 
texrina of the river and its facilities for commerce. 
Civilisation and philanthropy alike endorse the 
8c heme. 

I do not mention this as in any sense proof. If 
tt*e Word of God has spoken, that is enough for us % 
**Ut it is interesting to see the eyes of the world 
(■^.dually turning to those regions, which are to 
Pl^y so important a part, as we believe, in the 
losing scenes of human history. 
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By and by the practical use of prophetic 
will be seen. When, as we expect, commerce 
overspread the East, and European civilisation^ 
its many alleviations of human misery, shall f 
in its wake ; when, moreover, nominal Christi 
shall be extensively embraced, men will say tl 
great work for God is being done, and will poi 
regard it as the beginning of the millennium : 
The ephah will be attractive. Many will see 
that. But faith sees in the ephah the w 
hidden ; knows, too, that there is wickedness 
that the building of the city in the land of S 
shall be but the introduction of the apostasy 
the beginning of Antichrist's reign. 

Nations now are agitated; universal uneas 
pervades society ; every soldier's hand is upoi 
sword; dynasties are tottering; statesmen a 
their wits' end; but the believer knows that 
Father is bringing about the purposes of His 
that though worldliness and evil may prosper 
time, " He that shall come will come, and wil 
tarry." 

" His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour ; 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 

" Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain ; 
God is His own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain. " 



( III ) 



CHAPTEK VI. 

THE FIRST RESURRECTION. 

"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection/' writes the apostle (Eev. xx. 6). 
It is to this first resurrection that attention is now 
invited. In the closing verses of Eev. xix., the 
destruction of Antichrist and his hosts is described. 
Be and his false prophet are cast alive in the lake 
°f fire, and the remnant are " slain with the sword 
°f Him that sat upon the horse." Satan is there- 
upon cast into the bottomless pit, and shut up for 
a thousand years, so that " he should deceive the 
Nations no more till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled, and after that he must be loosed a little 
8e ason." St. John then sees the saints reigning 
^ith Christ during the thousand years when Satan's 
2r *ischievous activity is thus restrained. " But the 
^t of the dead," it is added, " lived not again until 
^e thousand years were finished. This is the first 
re surrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath 
P^^t in the first resurrection ; on such the second 
^ath hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
^"Od and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years " (vers. 5,6). M \3aa <&h& <& ^^ 



112 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

thousand years or millennium, we are told of the 
final outbreak of evil. Satan is loosed. He seduces 
the nations from their allegiance to the Lord Jesus, 
and gathers them together to assault once again the 
beloved city, Jerusalem. This brings about the 
final scene in the great drama of human history. 
Fire from God destroys the rebellious hosts of Gog 
and Magog (not to be confounded with the Gog and 
Magog of Ezekiel). The great white throne is set. 
The dead, small and great, are raised ; and all who 
had no share in the first resurrection now stand 
before God for judgment. This is the second resur- 
rection. " Whosoever was not found written in the 
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. ,, A 
simple reader of the Bible would naturally see no 
'difficulty in understanding the salient features oi 
such a chapter. Here are two resurrections, sepa- 
rated by an interval of a thousand years. All whc 
have part in the former are "blessed and holy* 
They are the saints of God. Who then, it migh- 
be thought, can ,doubt that there will be two dia 
tinct resurrections ? And yet this is doubted, na^ 
denied. We are told that there is only one resux 
rection ; that saints and sinners shall rise together 
and that all shall sleep on till the final day of tki 
earth's fiery dissolution. How, then, it may be askec 
in amazement, can the express statement of this 
chapter as to the first resurrection be evaded ? ft 
is spiritualised. We are told that the resurrection 
is spiritual ; that it means either conversion or the 
spread of Christianity in VSaa \a»\>\&t <la.ys. The 
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principal arguments advanced in support of tins 
extraordinary idea are two. One is, that the Evan- 
gelist saw " the souls of them that were beheaded " 
reigning with Christ, whence the conclusion is de- 
duced that lie did not see their bodies. Did this 
rule of interpretation hold good, strange results 
would follow. In Genesis xii. 5, we read, " Abram 
took Sarai, . . . and Lot, . . . and the souls that 
they had gotten." Again, in Gen. xlvi. 26, it is 
said, "All the souls that came with Jacob into 
Egypt, which came out of his loins, ... all the 
souls were threescore and six. And the sons of 
Joseph which were born him in Egypt were two 
souk: all the souls of the house of Jacob which 
came into Egypt were threescore and ten." In 
these cases, does the mention of the soul exclude 
the body ? Such instances might easily be multi- 
ped. In ordinary conversation we speak of a 
vessel being lost with so many souls on board. It 
18 Universally understood that we use the word said 
88 equivalent to person. It is a mistake, then, to 
kke the passage before us in a figurative sense 
because John saw the souls of the martyrs. The 
8e cond argument advanced is, that nowhere else is 
a first resurrection spoken of in Scripture, and it is 
Whence inferred that it cannot be taught here. Now, 
** the doctrine of the first resurrection were contained 
^o^rhere else, one such plain passage would be quite 
e *iough to establish it. But the assumption is a 
^take. There are other Scriptures which teach 

H 
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it. Some of these will be pointed out in 
chapter. 

There is an insuperable difficulty, moreover, c 

nected with the spiritualising view of the 1 

resurrection which may be well borne in m 

How can the first resurrection be taken spiritu 

and the second literally ? "We are told 1 

the martyrs and others "lived and reigned t 

Christ/' "But the rest of the dead lived n 

This view makes the "live" of the first ch 

spiritual, and that of the second literal. Does 

this convict the exposition of error ? Either I 

resurrections are literal or both are spiritual 

the latter case, " there is no resurrection of the de 

If we are at liberty to deny that the first resur 

tion is literal, may not the Eationalist deny 

the second is literal also ? Nay, may he not ( 

tend that the resurrection of Christ Himself 

spiritual, not literal — a resurrection of Christiar 

and not of its Founder ? If the first resurrec 

means the resurrection of principles, why may 

the second be taken in the same sense ? Begn 

spiritualise the first resurrection, and you 1 

admitted d dangerous principle, which in ol 

hands will take away the miracles and resurrecl 

of Christ. " And if Christ be not raised, your fi 

is vain." 

Let us now briefly examine the other Scripti 
which contain the same truth. The passage bei 
us is no doubt the clearest and most circumstanl 
Nor is this surprising. It is in accordance * 
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the analogy of God's dealings. Messianic prophecy 
is dim and shadowy at first, but grows in clearness 
as the fulness of the time draws near. When the 
complete fulfilment of the whole series of predictions 
is seen in the person and work of the Lord Jesus, 
those passages which must before have been mys- 
terious, and even apparently contradictory, stand out 
with clearness. The Sun of righteousness has risen 
and dispersed the mists which obscured the Old 
Testament. So with the doctrine of the first resur- 
rection. Hinted at in the Old Testament, asserted 
in the Gospels and Epistles, it is here laid down with 
remarkable simplicity and fulness of detail. By its 
light we see other passages illumined which might 
have otherwise escaped notice. 

First, let us turn to Psalm xlix. The vanity of 
earthly things is there shown, and the certainty of 
death's approach. "Their inward thought is that 
their houses shall continue for ever, and their 
dwelling-places to all generations; they call their 
lands after their own names." But man, however 
§*eat his influence or wealth, must go the way of 
^ the earth. " Nevertheless, man, being in honour, 
abideth not; he is like the beasts that perish. 
•This their way is their folly. Yet their posterity 
approve their sayings. Like sheep they are laid 
111 the grave ; death shall feed on them " (vers. 
11 -14). But mark the contrast. While death 
18 the shepherd of the ungodly (LXX.) " the upright 
shall have dominion over them in the morning." 
^W the ungodly triumph, but when the Sun of 
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righteousness arises, and the " morning without 
clouds " (2 Sam. xxiii 4) at last breaks upon this 
stormy world, they shall continue rotting in the grave. 
God's people, now despised and rejected, being the 
"children of the resurrection," shall then rise. 
They shall have "dominion." As for the wicked, 
the Psalmist continues, " their beauty shall consume 
in the grave. . . . But God will redeem my soul 
from the power of the grave, for He shall receive 
me." How marked is the contrast between the 
wicked who still lie in the grave, and the righteous 
who shall be redeemed from its power ! The " re- 
demption of our body" is one of the prominent 
blessings of that gfeat day. Does not the doctrine 
of the first resurrection underlie the teaching of this 
psalm ? 

Another place where I think the same truth maj 
be seen is Psalm ex. " The Lord said unto my Lord, 3 
the Father said to the Son, " Sit Thou on My rigk. 
hand, till I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." 
cannot help pausing here to remark the strikiiv 
contrast between this psalm and that which pre 
cedes it. Christ is the subject of both. Both a.x 
so interpreted in the New Testament; and thi 
settles the matter. In the last verse of Psalm cix 
we read, " He (Jehovah) shall stand at the rigM 
hand of the poor, to save him from those that con- 
demn his soul." The word poor is singular: it 
means (see Gesenius) " needy," from a root signify- 
ing to long for. The " needy " longs for what he 
cannot attain, for somethmg out of his reach. This 
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word is frequently applied to Christ. Jehovah is 
represented as standing by Him at the tribunal be- 
fore which He was arraigned. " The Lord God will 
help Me, ... He is near that justifieth me " (Isa. 1. 
7-9). But Christ not only was condemned and 
crucified, He rose from the dead and ascended into 
heaven. There the Father addressed Him, "Sit 
Thou at My. right hand until," &c. The Father was 
at Christ's right hand when He stood before Pilate. 
Christ was at the Father's right hand in the heaven 
of heavens when priests and high-priests were 
persecuting the Apostles. How little was all this 
suspected by the world ! 

The first verse of Psalm ex. is applicable to 

the whole of this dispensation. Christ sits on the 

Father's throne till the time comes for Him to 

ascendHis own (Rev. iii. 21). When that hour 

comes, the day of grace shall have passed. Christ shall 

be invested with the sovereignty of earth as shown 

ln Daniel vii. The day of the Lord shall have begun. 

He shall come with His mighty angels in flaming 

** r e taking vengeance. " The Lord shall send the 

*o& of Thy strength out of Zion ; rule Thou in the 

^idst of thine enemies." Allusion, I believe, is 

here made to the consecration of the Temple. 

While the Tabernacle was the centre of Israel's 

Worship, the rod that budded was, together with the 

Jfcanna and the law, hidden in the Ark. No eye save 

that of God could see it. Faith knew that it was 

there, but sense did not. When, however, the Temple 

Was built, the rod was taken outiiOTa\^\^di\i%-^WA. 
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(See 2 Cliron. v. I o.) The time of Israel's pilgrim- 
age, when the Tabernacle was lised, was typical 
of this dispensation ; their settlement in the land 
and the erection of the Temple typified the 
millennial reign of Christ. Now the rod of His 
strength is hidden. Men scoff at it. But then it 
shall be sent out. All shall be constrained to own- 
its might. Having thus pointed out ,the time to 
which allusion is here made, I will speak of th^ 
third verse especially. " Thy people shall be will— 
ing in the day of thy power." This dispensation ia 
not the day of Christ's power. It is called ths 
"evil day;" it is called "man's day" (i Cor. i\r_ 
3) ; but nowhere the " day of the Lord." That, as 
has been shown in a previous chapter, is ushered iizi 
by the Second Advent. Then Christ's people shaU 
be willing. This statement is followed by anothexr 
which is clothed in language of peculiar beauty 
"From the womb of the morning thou hast tlxe 
dew of thy youth." The word translated "morning *' 
exactly corresponds with our " dawn." It is found, 
e.g., in Job iv. 9 : " Neither let it see the dawning 
of the day ;" or, as the margin renders the expression, 
" the eyelids of the morning," the meaning of the 
passage evidently being the earliest streak of light. 
The same word occurs also in Isaiah viii. 20, upon 
which I have previously commented. " There is to 
him no dawn," no interest, that is, in the glories of 
that eternal day just opening. " From the womb," 
then " of the dawn, thou hast the dew of thy youth." 
The saints here are likened to the countless drops 
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of dew sparkling with the reflected brightness of the 
risen sun. The earth glitters with them. They are 
a great multitude which no man can number. Each 
is transformed into the image of the Lord Jesus. 
The same illustration is elsewhere used ; thus " The 
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many 
people, as a dew from the Lord" (Micah v. 7). 
Again, " Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust ! for 
&y dew is as the dew of herbs " (Isa. xxvi. 1 9). 
Tiros the beautiful illustration used by the Psalmist 
***iplies that the saints of God are a host countless 
^s the dewdrops. And yet, when the Lord comes, 
Antichrist, we have seen, shall be in the midst of 
l*is triumphant career, and the people of Christ a 
despised, persecuted remnant. How then can their 
lumbers be so vast ? This question can only be 
Answered by reference to the first resurrection. 
Then the sleeping saints of every age shall awake, 
and, surrounding their glorious Lord, shall appear 
before the eyes of an astonished universe, innumer- 
able as the countless drops of dew. The 1 1 oth 
3?salm, then, implies the doctrine of the first re- 
surrection. 

So does Isaiah xxvi. The whole of that chapter 
as well as chapter xxv. refers to a day yet future. 
The subject-matter of both is enough to show 
this. But we have something more definite to go 
upon. In chapter xxv. 8, we read " He will swal- 
low up death in victory ; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces." This verse is 
commented upon by St. Paid. This comment is, of 
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course, authoritative. It is the Holy Ghost explain- 
ing what He had previously penned. In i Cor. 
xv. 54, the Apostle writes, " So when this corrup- 
tible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal 
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory." Can words be more definite ? 
Not till the trumpet sounds and the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible shall this corruptible put on in- 
corruption ; not till then shall the saying be fulfilled, 
" He will swallow up death in victory." The chapter 
before us, then, has to do with the time of the coming 
of Christ and the resurrection. In that day this is 
Israel's song, " Lord our God, other lords beside 
Thee have had dominion over us ; but by Thee only- 
will we make mention of Thy name. They (th< 
other lords) are dead, they shall not live ; they *»* < j» 
deceased, they shall not rise ; therefore hast Thoi — -ai 
visited and destroyed them, and made all their - — r 
memory to perish" (ver. 14). If there is no firs^^^t 
resurrection, how can this be understood ? Wherrz-n 

can it be said that some shall not rise ? All mi iF i t 

do so eventually. But here is a time when Israel 's 



oppressors are distinctly said not to rise — " Thte=- J 
shall not live." Upon the supposition of a frr mzj t 
resurrection the difficulty vanishes. They shs^SH 
not rise then, but shall be numbered with "tfci£ 
rest of the dead," that do not awake till the thou- 
sand years are passed. The 19th verse too of that 
same chapter xxvi. teaches the same thing. " Thy / 
dead shall live ; my dead \>ody staaXL they arise. / 
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Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy 

dew is the dew of herbs." Then the prophet adds, 

"And the earth shall cast out the dead." The word 

lere rendered " dead " is simply the llephaim — the 

giants. It is never used of the dead except as 

leaning the wicked dead. Cf. Prov. ii. 18, ix, 18; 

Jsa. xiv. 9. See also Pusey's Daniel, p. 510, note. 

Observe, the earth casts them out. How great 

the difference between the saints ascending with 

songs of praise and the lost cast out like an unclean 

ttiing ! " They shall not rise," but remain in the 

d\ist of death till earth with loathing rejects them. 

But if the Old Testament implies this truth, the 

^N"ew expressly teaches it in other places besides 

^he well-known passage in Rev. xx. 

Our Lord teaches it in Luke xx. 34-36: "The 
children of this world marry and are given in 
Carriage. But they which shall be accounted 
"Worthy to obtain that world, and the resurrection 
of the dead, neither marry nor are given in mar- 
riage, ... for they are equal unto the angels, and 
are the children of God, being the children of the 
resurrection." This world or rather " age " (aiav) 
is contrasted with the age to come. Much con- 
fusion arises from taking promises and statements 
having reference to one age or dispensation and 
interpreting them of another. Thus how often we 
sing the inspired words, " be joyful in the Lord, 
all ye lands," or — 

" All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with c\ieeiivA^Q\<»" 
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If we understand them aright, we can only sing 
them in the bright anticipation of faith. In the 
happy millennial glory of the reign of Christ 
such passages shall have their accomplishment. 
Now the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain. To ask the nations now to praise God is 
mockery. Believers rejoice, but not nations ; and 
even believers only do so on the ground that they 
have been delivered from this present creation. 
Eepresentatively they have been crucified with 
Christ. Between them and the old state of things 
stands the Cross. " If any man be in Christ, he is 
a new creation." This age is always spoken of in 
the Word of God as evil. Thus Gal. i. 4, Christ 
" gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver 
us from this present evil age, according to the will 
of God." Or Eph. ii. 2, " He walked according to 
the age {jcara top auova) of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
now worketh in the children of disobedience." 
Such is God's description of the "spirit of the 
age ! " Similarly Satan is called " the god of this 
age " (2 Cor. iv. 4). It continues till the harvest, 
when the Son of man sends forth His angels to 
sever the wicked from among the just. See Matt, 
xiii. 39. This age of sin and sorrow is marked off 
by the harvest, that is, the coming of the Lord, from 
the age to come. This is again and again called 
" night." That is described as " day." " Then shall 
the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their JFather." Those that are " accounted worthy 
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to obtain that age " are no doubt believers. " that 
ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which ye also suffer," St. Paul writes (2 Thess. 
i 5). But they that thus obtain that world or are 
heirs of the kingdom are also said to participate in 
"the resurrection from among the dead." Such is the 
original (7179 avacrracrea)^ 7179 e/c ve/cpav). They are 
called the " children of the resurrection," a well- 
known Hebraism, meaning participators in the 
resurrection. Now what resurrection can be here 
referred to but the resurrection of the saints — the 
fij'st resurrection ? To attain resurrection, as such, 
^plies no blessedness. All must rise, bad as well 
^a good. There are no " children of the resurrec- 
tion," if there is no first resurrection, for all rise ; 
^•tid on that supposition, all men would be " children 
°f the resurrection." But that will not stand a 
Moment's consideration. The "children of the 
Resurrection" are identified with the "children of 
Qod." They are thus a distinct class, and not the 
Mrhole of mankind. Again, what is the force of the 
Expression, " Resurrection from among the dead " ? 
If there is no first resurrection, such a resurrection 
is impossible. If all rise simultaneously, how can 
there be a " resurrection from among the dead " ? 
Yet that there shall be such a resurrection is here 
plainly declared by our Lord Himself. That resur-* 
lection, it may fairly be concluded, is that described 
in Rev. xx. 

We may refer also to i Cor. xv. 22-24, "For as 
in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
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alive "— all, that is, who are in Christ, all who are 
partakers of that resurrection of which the chapter 
speaks — " But every man in his own order, Christ 
the first-fruits ; afterwards they that are Christ's at 
His coming." There is not the faintest allusion 
here to a general resurrection of lost and saved alike 
at Christ's coming. It is strictly confined to His 
people. " Then cometh the end." Here are three 
great events spoken of : first, Christ's resurrection; 
secondly, after an interval of more than 1 800 years, 
the resurrection of the saints ; and thirdly, after an 
interval of a thousand years, as taught in Eev. xx., 
" the end," when the great white throne shall be set 
and the lost await their final doom. The whole pas- 
sage is in exact accordance with the doctrine of the 
first resurrection. 

Similar testimony is borne by 1 Thess. iv. The- 
Apostle is comforting those whose friends hav 
fallen asleep in Christ. And what is the ground 
that comfort ? It is, to put it briefly, that ther e*- 3 

shall be a resurrection of the saints when the LordE 1 

comes. "If we believe that Jesus died and rosL. t 

again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus shal" 1 

God bring with Him. For this we say unto yot^«K 
by the Word of the Lord, that we which are aliv -^ 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall nc^ t 
prevent them which are asleep." It may \m^ 
remarked in passing, that it is difficult to conceive 
the Apostle using such language if a thousand 
years must necessarily intervene before the Advent 
" We which are alive and Temaisi" \\a s&ys, therebj 
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intimating that a saint on earth may cherish the 
hope of living till the Lord Jesus comes. " For the 
Lord Himself," he continues, " shall descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the arch- 
angel, and with the trump of God ; and the dead 
in Christ shall rise first. Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air : and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord." Here, just as in 
1 Cor. xv., not the faintest hint • is given of any 
general resurrection when the Lord comes. That 
resurrection is spoken of believers, and by inference 
°f believers alone. 

One other passage I will adduce. It is a very 
striking one. I mean Phil. iii. It is a chapter 
^lich contains a remarkable expansion of I Cor. i. 
3 o. Christ is shown to be our wisdom, even righte- 
lisness, sanctification, and redemption, three branches 
^f the wisdom. " Yea, doubtless, and I count all 
filings but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
°f Christ Jesus," — there is the wisdom. " That I may 
^Vin Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine 
Own righteousness, which is of the law, but that 
"Which is through the faith of Christ," — the righte- 
ousness. " That I may know Him, and the power 
of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His 
bufferings, being made conformable unto His death," 
— the sanctification. Then comes the redemption, 
viz., of the body as well as soul: "If by any 
means " — at all rates, that is, cost what it may, even 
should the price be cutting off a right hand ot 



126 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

plucking out a right eye—" I might attain unto th 
resurrection of the dead." Such, indeed, is th 
received text. But I suppose that no one qualifie 
to give an opinion would for one moment doubt tha 
the reading really is ttjv e^avaaraatv rrjv ex veKpcav— 
" the resurrection from among the dead." 

Any one at all acquainted with textual crit: 
cism will admit the overwhelming weight of th 
following MSS., all of which have the e/e, A.B.D., j 
The reading is adopted by Lachmann, Tischendor 
Tregelles, and Alford. It is therefore as certain a 
can well be imagined. But what is the resurrectib 
from among the dead ? If there is no first resurre< 
tion, this question is insoluble. For on the othc 
hypothesis there is only one resurrection for all alib 
A resurrection from among the dead it cannot admi 
Further, it may well be asked, why should St. Pai 
be so eager to attain this resurrection if it is nc 
for the righteous only ? Merely to rise would nc 
have been the object of this longing desire, for a 
must do that. But here is a resurrection spoken ( 
to have part in which is his aim. Such a thing ; 
inconceivable unless there is a first resurrection t 
share in which, is, ipso facto, to be pronounce 
" blessed and holy " (Eev. xx. 6). The similarity < 
this passage to that in Luke xx., to which allusio 
has already been made, need hardly be pointe 
out. 

The popular view of the " day of judgment " thu 
falls to the ground. It is commonly supposed tha 
when Christ returns ail, \>o\k limg and dead, shal 
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be gathered before Him, that He shall investigate 
into the character, opportunities, and responsibilities 
of each, and pronounce the irrevocable decision for 
eternity. On such a view, held alike by the High 
Church party in England and the representatives 
of the Old Moderates in Scotland, by unsound 
Episcopacy, that is, and unsound Presbyterianism, it 
is quite impossible to have salvation now. Every- 
thing hangs in suspense till that day. And that 
this is a solemn practical error, no one who knows 
the truth with any clearness can doubt. The fact 

• 

w, that every believer has been judged already, and 
&ot only judged, but condemned ; and not only con- 
demned, but executed ! He is one with the Lord 
^esus, his covenant Head. The death of Christ is his 
°^ath. " We died to sin " is the teaching of Eev. vi. 
This death is no practical experience. It refers 
delusively to the Cross. Then the moment Christ 
^ied, that moment every believer died judicially. 
Judgment can no more overtake the feeblest child of 
Qx>d than Christ Himself. " There is therefore now 
**o condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus/' 
■But, alas ! how little is this elementary truth known 
ty the people of God ! How seldom is it taught 
in the pulpit ! There can be no intelligent acquaint- 
ance with the Gospel until it is grasped. But when 
it is realised, it will at once be seen that there is no 
room for judgment in reference to a believer's sal- 
vation. That is everlastingly secure in virtue of his 
union with the Lord Jesus on the Cross. A pri- 
soner cannot be tried twice for the same offence. 
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When once the penalty has been endured, he is, in 
the eye of the law, innocent of the crime. What 
is so seldom known is, that the believer has, in hia 
substitute, actually paid the penalty. The wholft 
condemnation pronounced by the law is past. It 
is behind, and not before him. That this is th^ 
plain teaching of Scripture I cannot stay now to 
prove. No one acquainted with the Scriptures wilX 
doubt it. But what does await every servant of 
God is the "judgment-seat of Christ. ,, None but 
saints stand there. They are there not to be judged 
for salvation, but for service. Sins will not be 
brought against them. They are gone for ever in 
the blood of cleansing ; but each act of faithful ser- 
vice shall then be lovingly rewarded. To stand 
there will be a privilege. When this distinction is 
seen between judgment for salvation and judgment 
for service, a long step has been taken towards a 
reception of the doctrine of the first resurrection. 
But upon this I must not now enlarge. 

It may be well, however, to glance briefly at those 
Scriptures which seem to many to teach that there 
shall be only one resurrection, at which all alike, saved 
and lost, shall rise. The one most commonly ad- 
duced is, I think, John v. 28. "Marvel not at 
this : for the hour is coming in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life ; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation." In reading 
such a passage, however, due regard must be had to 



THE FIRST RESURRECTION. 1 29 

* 

the context. Christ here speaks of natural life, and 

just before He has spoken of spiritual life. " Verily, 

Verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now 

is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 

God ; and they that hear shall live." That " hour " 

lias already lasted more than 1 800 years. All that 

Ixave heard the voice and lived have not done so at 

"tie same instant. So in regard to the hour in 

"Which good and bad shall come out of their graves, 

there is nothing to show that they come forth at 

"the same moment of the hour. On the contrary, 

one class is raised at its beginning and the other at 

its close. 

A similar Scripture is Dan. xii. 2. "Many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life and some to shame and 
everlasting contempt." If this passage stood alone, 
the inference might perhaps be drawn that all would 
rise simultaneously. But when we have other ex- 
press statements that such shall not be the case, 
we are bound to see whether the text may not 
fairly be taken in some other sense. One part of 
Holy Scripture must not be interpreted so as to be 
made repugnant to another (see Art. xx.). Many 
render the words translated "some" by "these" 
and " those." Gesenius as an authority in Hebrew 
is second to none. He says that these words, " when 
twice or thrice repeated," are equivalent to the Latin 
hi, Uli, i.e., these and those. As a case in point, he 
refers to Isaiah xlix. 1 2, " Behold these shall come 
from far ; and lo, these from the north and from the 
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south." Thus, we may take Dan. xii. 2 : " Mai 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall ai 
these (that wake now) to everlasting life, and 
(that sleep on till the end of the millenniui] 
shame and everlasting contempt." 

The parable of the sheep and goats has 
supposed also to supply a difficulty. But il 
been shown in a previous chapter that no me 
is made of resurrection at all, and that Chris 
scribes the judgment upon professing Christei 
at His coming. The parable is similar in its 1 
and tendency to that of the wheat and tares. 

From a consideration, then, of the evidence 
nished by Scripture, we conclude that when the 
Jesus comes, all His saints shall be raised, and : 
with Him in glory during the millennium, 
that, at its close, the wicked dead shall rise 
stand for judgment before that dread tribunal 
great white throne. 

Eeader! what a day that of the first resu 
tion will be ! How transcendent ! How infin 
glorious ! 

It will be the day of reward ! Not one si 
thing done or suffered for the Master will be 
gotten then. Each act of self-denial, testina 
and service shall be owned of Him. Crowns i 
be given ! Crowns of life ! Crowns of righte 
ness ! Crowns of glory! 

It will be the day of reunion ! What meet 
then ! . Those that we last saw in the pain of 
solution or the cold stillness of death shall 
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appear radiant with the glory of the Prince of Life. 
This corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and 
this mortal shall have put on immortality. The 
saying shall have been brought to pass that is writ- 
ten, "Death is swallowed up in victory." With 
them we shall ever be with the Lord. 

It will be the day of glory I Spirit glorified ! 
Soul glorified ! Body glorified ! And what glory ! 
The very glory of the Lord Jesus. " The glory 
which Thou gavest Me I have given them." 
"Father, I will that they also whom Thou hast 
given Me be with Me where I am that they may 
behold My glory." 

Blessed day ! May the Lord hasten it ! For is 
it not the day of His espQusals, the day of the 
gladness of His heart ? 



( 132 .) 



CHAPTEE VII. 

ISRAEL'S SECOND RESTORATION. 

Before entering upon the subject now before us, it 
will be necessary briefly to review what has been 
already unfolded in the preceding pages. We have 
seen reason, then, to expect — it may be before very 
long — the division of the Eoman Empire into ten 
kingdoms, the governments of which shall probably 
be limited monarchies. The territory included in 
the empire is, roughly speaking, England, Scotland, 
not Ireland, France, and Belgium, the Ehine being * 
its boundary on the east ; Switzerland, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Italy, South Germany, Austria, Turkey, in- 
cluding Wallachia, Transylvania, Moldavia and 
Bessarabia, Greece ; a considerable strip of North 
Africa, inclusive of Egypt ; Asia Minor and Syria, 
as far as the river Tigris. Of the kingdoms into 
which this territory is to be divided, five will be in 
the east and five in the west. From one of them 
Antichrist is to arise. Babylon will be his chief city. 
There, as the servant of apostate Christianity, shall 
he rule the whole of the ten kingdoms. He restores, 
the Jews to Palestine, and enters into a covenant 
with them fox seven ^yeaxs. \ti \Jn& \aidst of that 
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period they incur his enmity. He furiously perse- 
cutes them, abolishes all semblance of religion, and 
deifies himself. Israel resists. He attacks them 
at the head of a mighty host. His plans are 
crowned with success. The people are again car- 
ried into captivity, and Jerusalem is plundered. 
But he forms a further design of exterminating the 
whole race, and again advances against Jerusalem, 
How goaded into extremity. This is the moment 
for Divine interference. In the midst of the final 
assault the Lord Jesus appears in the air. In- 
stantly His people, living and dead, are glorified 
and gathered around His divine Person. With 
Him they descend to the Mount of Olives. Anti- 
christ and his legions are utterly overwhelmed by 
the Divine wrath, and consigned to the lake of fire 
for ever. 

Such, so far as I can read the prophetic Scrip- 
tures, is what I believe to be an imperfect outline 
of the leading events in the rapidly approaching 
future. And though upon some points — such as 
the rebuilding of Babylon and personality and 
iiturity of Antichrist — there is much diversity of 
)pinion, still all premillennialists, so far as my know- 
edge extends, expect the partial restoration of Israel 
before the Second Advent, and their invasion by a 
fast confederacy. They also hold that Jerusalem 
s rescued from the grasp of the enemy by the 
coming of the Lord. It will thus be seen that, 
imid considerable differences, there is a wonderful 
cmanimity as to the leading facte. "&} &S£ss&R&t 
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roads the same goal is reached. And this is aH 
least as remarkable as the well-known disagreement 
upon minor matters. Futurists like Mr. Capell" 
Molyneux, and Preterists like Mr. Elliott and Canorzu 
Hoare, alike speak confidently of this restoration* 
and the deliverance wrought for Israel by the per- 
sonal appearing of Christ. 

But to proceed. Much difficulty will be clearer ^ 
up if we take a glance at the condition of the worU 
at the time of the Advent. Mankind may be the^ 
divided into four sections. There will be, firstly. 
Israel partly regathered and partly still scattered: 
secondly, Christendom, those places, that is, whe: — 
Christianity is professed, as, e.g., the United Stat^i 
of America ; thirdly, The ten kingdoms totaJL_ " 
apostate, which shall have cast off all recognitL^o 
of God and His truth ; and, fourthly, Heathendom ^ 
the vast population in China and elsewhere tiziat 
has never heard the name of Jesus. Scattered in 
all parts of the world — in all the four divisions of 
mankind just given — will be found the saints of 
God. At the Advent what takes place I conceive 
to be this : — Immediately upon the manifestation of 
Christ "in the air," the professors in Christendom 
shall be cast into the furnace of fire. This I infer 
from the parable of the wheat and tares in Matt. 
xiii. There, describing the state of Christendom or 
the professing Church, our Lord says that the tares 
are taken first, before the wheat. " Gather together 
first the tares." The moment that the angels thus 
gather out of the kingdom mere professors, the saints 
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throughout the whole world are caught up, the de- 
parted are raised, and both, living and sleeping, to- 
gether " meet the Lord in the air." With Him they 
descend. " The Lord my God shall come, and all the 
saints with Thee " (Zech. xiv. 5). He hides them 
in the pavilion of His presence, while He treads the 
winepress alone, and destroys the hosts of the un- 
godly and the apostate nations. " Come, My people, 
enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors 
about thee: hide thyself, as it were, for a little 
moment, until the indignation be overpast. For 
behold the Lord cometh out of His place to punish 
the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity " (Isa. 
xxvi 20, 21). 

This is followed, as I purpose to prove in this 
chapter, by the restoration in full of the whole of 
the twelve tribes still scattered abroad, and by the 
conversion of the entire heathen world through their 
instrumentality. Christ and His Church will reign 
in heavenly glory in the New Jerusalem, while 
Israel becomes the chief nation in the earth. Jerusa- 
lem will be the metropolis, civil and religious, of the 
whole world. But what are the Scriptures which 
teach this restoration after the Second Advent ? 
First, I will refer to Isaiah xlix. The chapter opens 
with a dialogue between God the Father and God 
the Son. The Divine purpose is thus stated in re- 
ference to Christ : " Thou art My servant, Israel, in 
whom I will be glorified " (ver. 3). Christ com- 
plains of His little success : " I have laboured in 
vain, I have spent My strength for nought and in 



I36 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

vain." The Fathers purpose in sending the Gospel 
to the Gentiles is then mentioned : " It is a light 
thing that thou shouldest be My servant, to raise up 
the tribes of Jacob and to restore the preserved of 
Israel: I will also give Thee for a light to the 
Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My salvation unto 
the ends of the earth " (ver. 6). But Israel is not 
forgotten — she shall be led to receive her Saviour 
in due time : " I will preserve Thee, and give Thee 
for a covenant of the people " Israel (ver. 8). That 
time of their conversion is, as we have seen in an. 
earlier chapter, the Second Advent, and not before. 
The prophet then proceeds to describe the regathering" 
and salvation of those still scattered. The circum- 
stances of this restoration and of that preceding th^ 
Lord's coming are as different as can well b« 
imagined. Here is miraculous agency, as wher*. 
they left Egypt : " They shall not hunger nor thirst 5 
neither shall the heat nor sun smite them ; for He 
that hath mercy on them shall lead them, even by 
the springs of water shall He guide them" (ver. 10). 
Physical obstacles too shall be removed : " And I will 
make all My mountains a way, and My highways 
shall be exalted " (ver. 11). From different countries 
they are seen coming: "Behold these shall come 
from far ; and lo, these from the north and from the 
west ; and these from the land of Sinim " (ver. 1 2). 
The prophet thus glances at what Zion had previously 
said in the hour of her awful tribulation: "But 
Zion said, The Lord hath forsaken, and my Lord 
hath forgotten me " (ver. 1 4). To this God replies 
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by remonstrance, " Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she should not have compassion on the 
son of her womb ? yea, they may forget, yet will 
not I forget thee " (ver. 15). Next Israel, already 
restored and dwelling in the land, is bidden to look 
at her children returning from all parts of the globe : 
"lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all 
&ese gather themselves together, and come to 
&ee." Immense are the numbers of those return- 
**xg. There is scarcely room to receive them, " For 
thy waste and thy desolate places, and the land 
°f thy destruction, shall even now be too narrow by 
r *sason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed 
thee up (Antichrist and his hosts), shall be far 
^way." Zion's amazement at the innumerable 
Multitudes returning to the land of their fathers is 
**ext portrayed : " Thou shalt say in thine heart, 
A^Tho hath begotten me these, seeing I have lost my 
children and am desolate, a captive and wandering 
to and fro ? Behold I was left alone ; these, where 
liad they been?" (ver. 21). This fresh and unex- 
pected accession of strength more than makes up 
for the immense losses of the great tribulation, 
liut again the Lord speaks in this concise and 
Simple chapter, " Behold, I will lift up Mine hand 
to the Gentiles, and set up My standard to the 
people ; and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, 
and thy daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders ; and kings shall be thy nursing fathers, 
and their queens thy nursing mothers." How dif- 
ferent this restoration from that under Antichrist ! 
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That beneath the frown, this beneath the smile, of 
Israel's God ! The chapter concludes with an em- 
phatic declaration of God's love to His ancient 
people : " Even the captives of the mighty shall be 
taken away, and the prey of the terrible shall be 
delivered : for I will contend with him that con- 
tendeth with thee, and I will save thy children. 
And I will feed them that oppress thee with their 
own flesh ; and they shall be drunken with their 
own blood as with sweet wine : and all flesh shall 
know that I, the Lord, am thy Saviour, and thy 
Eedeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob." 

Isaiah xi. is another chapter where this restora- 
tion is described. We have already seen that 
Antichrist's overthrow is given in ver. 4, " He shall 
smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and 
with the breath of His lips shall He slay the 
wicked." The succeeding verses foretell the glories 
of the millennial reign. Creation is shown delivered 
from the withering curse which now rests upon it 
as a blight. Harmony reigns even among the brutes : 
" The cow and the bear shall feed together ; their 
young ones shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox" (ver. 7). Then a 
description is given of this memorable restoration : 
" And it shall come to pass in that day that the 
Lord shall set His hand again the second time to 
recover the remnant of His people, which shall be 
left, from Assyria, and from Egypt. . . . And He 
shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together 



Israel's second restoration. 139 

the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 

earth/' Observe the difference between the two 

regatherings yet in store for Israel. The one is 

in the day of evil, in this dispensation, prior to the 

Advent ; the other is here stated to occur " in that 

day " — the day of the Lord — His millennial reign. 

The chronology of each is definitely fixed. Just as 

a physical marvel, the cleaving asunder of the Mount 

of Olives, is to attest the reality of the Advent, 

So is another physical marvel to be the abiding 

witness of the fulfilment of this prediction touching 

Israel's restoration. "And the Lord shall utterly 

destroy the tongue (bay) of the Egyptian sea (the 

lied Sea, see Gesenius) ; and with His mighty 

'Wind shall He shake his hand over the river, and 

shall smite it in the seven streams, and make men 

go over dry-shod. And there shall be an highway 

for the remnant of His people, which shall be left, 

from Assyria ; like as it was to Israel in the day 

that he came up out of the land of Egypt." 

Isaiah lxvi also gives similar evidence. The 
prophet graphically foretells the Second Advent 
and its consequences. " For behold, the Lord will 
come with fire, and with His chariots like a whirl- 
wind, to render His anger with fury, and His 
rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire, and by 
His sword, will the Lord plead with all flesh : and 
the slain of the Lord shall be many " (vers. 15, 16). 
Here, then, is the utter destruction of Jerusalem's 
besiegers. But what follows ? " And I will set a 
sign among them, and I will send those that escape 
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of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and 
Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the 
isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither 
have seen my glory; and they shall declare my 
glory among the Gentiles. And they shall bring 
all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord, out 
of all nations, upon horses, and in chariots, and in 
litters, and upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to 
my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the Lord" 
(vers. 19, 20). Again then the people are said to 
be regathered after the Advent under the blessing of" 
the Lord. In each of these three passages mention— 

is distinctly made of God's handiwork. " He shall 

set up an ensign for the nations " (xi. 1 2). " 
will lift up Mine hand to the Gentiles, and set u] 



My standard to the people" (xlix. 22). "I wil m 
set a sign among them" (lxvi. 19). 

Jeremiah's prophecy is even more full of this sul^— 
ject than Isaiah's. In chap. xxx. we have previousl^^? 
seen the great tribulation under Antichrist foretoL«3 
as "the time of Jacob's trouble" (ver. 7). Hexz-^ 
again we find the trouble followed by deliverance, 
and deliverance succeeded by restoration. "F<z>r 
I will restore health to thee. ... I will bring aga.121 
the captivity of Jacob's tents, and have mercy on 
his dwelling-places ; and the city shall be buildod 
on her own heap, and the palace shall remain after 
the manner thereof! And out of them shall pro- 
ceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that 
make merry : and I will multiply them, and they 
shall not be few; I will also glorify them, and , 
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they shall not be small " (vers. 17-19). The 
following chapter (xxxi.) continues the same subject. 
" Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 
and gather them from the coasts of the earth, and 
with them the blind and the lame, the woman 
with child and her that travaileth with child 
together; a great company shall return thither. 
They shall come with weeping, and with supplica- 
tions will I lead them. . . . Therefore, they shall 
come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow 
together to the goodness of the Lord, for wheat, and 
for wine, and for oil, and for the young of the flock, 
and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a 
watered garden" (vers. 8-12). It seems strange 
that any reader of the prophets should fail to see 
the vast difference between the two restorations of 
Israel. This, surely, cannot be identified with that 
which occurs in the days of their blindness. Here 
is not the proud insolence of unbelief connected 
with the former. Instead of it we see repentance, 
confession, and spiritual life. Their soul is a 
"watered garden." "They shall not sorrow any 
more at all." The two restorations are totally dis- 
similar. Chapter xxxii. also speaks in the same 
terms: "Behold, I will gather them out of all 
countries whither I have driven them in Mine 
anger, and in My fury, and in great wrath ; and I 
will bring them again unto this place, and I will 
cause them to dwell safely : and they shall be My 
people, and I will be their God. . . . And I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them^ that I 
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will not turn away from them to do them good ; 
but I will put My fear in their hearts that they shall 
not depart from Me. Yea, I will rejoice over them, 
to do them good, and I will plant them in this land 
assuredly with My whole heart, and with My whole 
soul" (vers. 37-41). Here is predicted a restora- 
tion which is immediately connected with their con- 
conversion and settlement in their land. How dif- 
ferent from being gathered to Jerusalem, as tin, iron, 
and lead, into the midst of the furnace, that God- 
may blow upon them in His wrath, as in Ezekel xxiL 
18-22. 

It may be well, perhaps, just to glance at another^- 
passage in the prophets bearing upon this subject — 
I mean Ezekiel xx., a chapter which record^^ 
wonderfully God's loving faithfulness amid Hig=^ 
people's manifold departures from the right wa 
The prophet describes one section of the peopL 
as being restored under God's gracious leadin 



and in the wilderness, on the way to Canaamz}, 
chastened, and thus brought to repentance. Th_T5s 
is their preparation for the enjoyment of t ¥ — i e 
land of promise. " I will bring you out from tfczie 
people, and will gather you out of the countri^^s 
wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, Azmnd 
with a stretched-out arm, and with fury poured o~+2i 
And I will bring you into the wilderness of the peopJe, 
and there will I plead with you face to face. . - . 
And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I 'will 
bring you into the bond of the covenant. And I 
will purge out from among you Wi^T^^a^ndtheffi 
that transgress against Me : 1 V^\rc\3^^^^ 
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out of the country where they sojourn, and they 
shall not enter into the land of Israel" (vers. 34—38). 
Scattered Israel will come from many countries, and 
in different bands. The history of all will not be 
exactly alike, as Ps. cvii. shows. Here is an account 
of one party upon whom judgment is executed. And 
yet observe the difference between the chastisement 
which they meet and that which is encountered by 
their brethren before the Advent. That is distinctly 
in Jerusalem (Ezek. xxii. 1 9). This is in the wilder- 
ness. Before Jerusalem is reached the rebels are 
destroyed. Only the saved remnant remains. They 
alone enter into the Holy Land. For thus the 
prophet continues : " For in Mine holy mountain, in 
the mountain of the height of Israel, saith the Lord 
God, there shall all the house of Israel, all of them 
in the land, serve Me ; there will I accept them, 
and there will I require your offerings; and the 
first-fruits of your oblations, with all your holy 
things " (ver. 40). 

Such is the uniform and consistent testimony of the 
Old Testament to the future yet in store for Israel. 
The passages quoted are but samples of many others. 

St. Paul speaks in the same way. And it 
cannot be too frequently borne in mind that 
the Old Testament is not abrogated by the New. 
The New simply supplements it. In order to read 
prophecy aright, the Old Testament must first be 
mastered, and then the New read as amplifying it. 
The New assumes the Old. To read the former we 
must have read the latter. In Komans xi. Israel's 
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national conversion and restoration to God's favoui 
is asserted as plainly as it well can be. It was the 
study of this chapter that convinced the late Dr 
Marsh of the reality of Israel's future glory. As 
after much prayer, and under peculiar circumstances 
he sat down to the consideration of the passage 
before preaching, the truth dawned upon him thai 
their restoration was at any rate possible. As h< 
read further, he found that it was more than that — 
it was indeed probable ; and before the chapter was 
finished he was satisfied of its certainty. Th< 
Apostle is giving an outline of God's dealings witl 
men. Israel, he shows, was the " national branch.' 
The root was Divine grace and promise. Througl 
unbelief the national branch was broken off. Israe 
was set aside as it still is. The branch of a wile 
olive was grafted in in Israel's place. GentiL 
Christianity is here shown as succeeding Judaism 
But God will in His own time break off the Gentil( 
branch and restore the Jewish. " And so all Israe" 
shall be saved." Gentile Christianity shall be as 
apostate finally as Judaism. Both have failed, an< 
failed disastrously. But the rejection of the Jew; 
has been overruled for God's glory. They turned 
away from the Gospel. The Gospel was therefore 
sent to the Gentiles. We obtained mercy through 
their unbelief. But if their sin has been the means 
of blessing to the world, what shall their restoration 
be ? If their unbelief has been instrumental in our 
salvation, what astonishing results may not be ex- 
pected when they submit to the righteousness of 
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Christ*? Israel is God's channel of mercy to man- 
kind. If, when the tide is low, such beneficent 
results have followed, what astounding blessings 
may we not look for when that tide is high ? " For 
if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the 
world, what shall the receiving of them be but life 
from the dead " (ver. 15). "0 the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How 
unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways past 
finding out ! " 

But let us now consider briefly the effects of this 
restoration. 

I. They will be a converted nation. Such a 
spectacle, it is needless to say, has never yet been 
seen. But this is repeatedly asserted of that day. 
" But this shall be the covenant that I will make 
With the house of Israel : After those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts ; and will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. And they shall teach 
no more every man his brother, saying, Know the 
Lord : for they shall all know Me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord : 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember 
their sin n<J more" (Jer. xxxi. 33, 34). Spiritually 
this is true now. We Gentiles are in the olive- 
tree. All Israel's spiritual blessings consequently 
are ours. We partake of the root and fatness of 
the olive. All the " Israel of God " now know Him 
and receive forgiveness, as shown in Hebrews viii. 
Still this does not set aside the future. The New 

K 
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Covenant into which believers are brought now shall. 
then Le made with IsraeL Thev shall then be a^fc, 
once Israel after the flesh and Israel after the spirit; „ 
And of them as a nation it is here asserted that a&JX 
shall know the Lord. Every one of those sparer 
through the tribulation and judgments before 
consequent upon the Advent shall be brought "fc,o 
know the truth, Other Scriptures attest the sancn.e 
thing. "They shall be My people, and I will Toe 
their God ; and I will give them one heart and ozmolg 
way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of 
them and of their children after them : and I w^LLZ 
make an everlasting covenant with them, and I will 
not turn away from them to do them good: but 
I will put My fear in their hearts, that they shall 
not depart from Me" (Jer. xxxii. 38-40). Again, 
"The Kedeemer shall come to Zion (the second 
Advent, Eom. xi. 26), and unto them that turn from 
transgression in Jacob, saith the Lord. As for Me, 
this is My covenant with them, saith the Lord : My 
Spirit that is upon thee, and My words which I 
have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor oat 
of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from 
henceforth and for ever" (Isa. lix. 20, ai). 

What a contrast this will be to what has been 
seen in previous dispensations ! In the Jewish* 
there was a nation elected to outward privilege; i# 
the Christian, a nation elected out of all nations, 
not to outward privilege, but to eternal life ; while 
in the Millennial, a nation will be seen elected at 
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once to outward privilege and to eternal life. 
Not that this is the final dispensation, however. 
Glimpses are afforded of one beyond, called, " the 
dispensation of the fulness of time " (Eph. i. 1 o). 
Then in the new heavens and new earth shall be 
presented the almost incredible sight of an elect 
world, a universe peopled with immortal beings, all 
elected alike to the enjoyment of every blessing, 
temporal and spiritual. 

It is difficult to grasp the idea of a saved nation. 
In the present state of things we so often see 
divided families, some walking in the way of life, 
others given up to the pomps and vanities of a 
sinful world. Converted parents ! converted chil- 
dren ! converted brothers ! converted sisters ! con- 
verted congregations ! converted ministers ! What 
thoughts crowd in upon the mind at the mere 
suggestion of such a possibility. And yet this is 
no dream of some disordered fancy, but the sober 
reality unfolded in the Word of God. 

II. Another result of this regathering will be 
Israel's possession of the whole of their land. It 
has never yet been theirs in its entirety. But one 
day all that God gave them they shall enjoy. Its 
original dimensions are recorded in Gen. xv. 18: 
" Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Eu- 
phrates." All the countries, then, from the Nile 
to the Euphrates are included in the grant. Let 
uny one take a map and glance at the space here 
indicated, and he will then see thaA, ixi \ta& ^&ttsa&&» 
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days of David and Solomon Israel only possessed a 
portion of the whole. No king of Israel has yet 
borne sway over the whole territory between the 
Nile and the Euphrates. But can God's word be 
forfeited ? Surely not. Neither can it be replied 
that their enjoyment of Canaan depended on their 
obedience. For this promise was made to Abraham 
four hundred years before the Law. It was absolute ; 
and, as the Epistle to the Galatians teaches, the 
Law cannot make void the promise. The covenant 
was confirmed before of God in Christ, and the Law 
cannot disannul it. The Law was interposed paren- 
thetically "because of transgressions;" but when 
Israel is converted, the people will no more stand 
under law than believers do now. They shall be, 
as Abraham was under promise, dealt with on the 
ground of pure grace. The land which God gav« 
to Abraham Israel shall then possess. 

III. The temple shall be rebuilt. This is showr 
in Ezekiel xl.-xlviii. Let any read a spiritualising 
exposition of those chapters, and he will see ho 
improbable it is. Minute details are given as 
the fabric, differing as it does in many respects fro 



Solomon's Temple. Ordinances are laid down foj 
the priests, and the portions of the tribes are re- 
arranged upon a totally new plan. We are some- 
times asked, " Is it likely that the literal Temple 
will be built?" and we may fairly reply, "Is it 
likely that the Spirit of God would have dictated 
all the minute particulars comprised in these chap- 
ters otherwise?" It \a \&tetfcy impossible to ex- 
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tract a spiritual meaning out of these directions. 
The position which the vision occupies, too, con- 
nects it with the future. It follows the destruction 
of Gog and his army and the conversion of Israel. 
The words that immediately precede it are these : 
" Neither will I hide my face any more from them ; 
for I have poured out my Spirit upon the house of 
Israel, «aith the Lord God " (xxxix. 29). 

IV. Sacrifices shall be reinstituted. This is at 
first a startling thought. Many will fight against 
it. It seems so unlikely, people say. But then 
the question is, Am I to make my sense of what is 
probable the judge, or am I to submit entirely to 
what Scripture says ? Where Scripture is silent, I 
may indeed ponder possibilities and probabilities; 
but where it has spoken, it is my part simply to 
receive its teaching. It is the final court of appeal. 
Its verdict settles the question. Mention is made 
plainly of sacrifices. " Thou shalt give to the 
priests, the Levites, that be of the seed of Zadok, 
Which approach unto Me, to minister unto Me, saith 
the Lord God, a young bullock for a sin-offering. 
And thou shalt take of the blood," &c. (Ezek. xliii. 
19). There are sacrifices for the prince (xlv. 22); 
Sacrifices for the priests (xliii. 19-27); and sacri- 
fices for the people (xlvi. 24). The interpretation 
of Scripture rests with us, but not the vindication 
of its statements. This is the office of its Divine 
Author. God shall yet stop the mouth of every 
caviller. But why, it may fairly be asked of be- 
lievers who stand in doubt, should the reinstitution 
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of sacrifice be more incredible than its primary in- 
stitution ? God changes not. And is it to be sup- 
posed that sacrifice, which He undeniably ordained, 
cannot be by the same authority imposed again ? 
Nor does the fact that the Cross has supplied the 
fulfilment of all Mosaic types by any means settle 
the question, as some might imagine. For if the 
view here advocated is correct, sacrifice in the mil- 
lennium will be retrospective. It will point back 
to the Cross, just as the sacramental bread and wine 
do now. It has pleased Infinite Wisdom to appoint 
in this dispensation the breaking of bread and pour- 
ing out of wine as emblems of the one sacrifice. It 
has pleased the same Infinite Wisdom to appoint, in 
the next dispensation, the shedding of blood as 
emblematical of the same sacrifice. The difference 
is not in the thing signified, but in the outward 
sign. 

V. The world shall be converted. This has 
been already proved, though indeed proof is super- 
fluous when, as in this instance, all parties agree. 
By this, however, it is not meant that every indi-> 
vidual in every nation shall then be converted. 
This shall be true of Israel, and, so far as we know, 
of- Israel only. Vast multitudes, however, the 
majority of every nation, shall be converted. Satan 
shall be bound, war cease, and universal peace and 
prosperity reign. Jerusalem shall be earth's centre. 
" The mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab- 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be 
exalted above the hills : all nations shall flow unto 
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it." " The nations of them that are saved shall 
walk in the light" of the heavenly Jerusalem. 
But the heavenly city shall descend towards earth, 
and be in visible connection with the earthly Jeru- 
salem (Eev. xxi.). The New Jerusalem, the home 
of the Church, and the earthly Jerusalem, the home 
of Israel, shall thus be closely united. " Jerusalem 
is builded like the city that is at one (peace) with 
her " (Ps. cxxii. 3). So at least Irenaeus takes the 
passage. 1 

The millennium, however, is not a perfect state. 
"The child shall die an hundred years old, but 
the sinner being an hundred years old shall be 
accursed" (Isa. lxv. 20). Death shall be there, 
therefore, and sin. Evil shalLbe restrained and its 
effects circumscribed, but not wholly abolished. 
The millennium terminates in open apostasy (see 
Eev. xx. 7- 10). Then follows the end, the great 
white throne and general resurrection, the conflagra- 
tion of the earth, and the introduction of the " new 
heavens and the new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness," into which the heavenly city de- 
scends. No sin shall be permitted to mar this new 
creation of God; no shadow shall ever dim the 
brightness of its glory, for " the former things have 
passed away." 

Eeader, are these glories — however men may 
differ as to times and seasons — real ? Are they part 
of God's truth ? If they are, suffer me to ask, with 
all affectionate earnestness, Is your title secure ? 

1 Adr. Her. V. xxv. 2. 
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Is your salvation sure ? Have you sought and 
found forgiveness in the blood of the Lamb ? That 
is the only ground upon which a sinner can be 
admitted into the glory. But blessed be God, it is 
enough. We are justified "by His blood." The 
feeblest soul that casts itself upon the Lord Jesus 
cannot perish, for He has said, " Him that cometh 
unto Me I will in no wise cast out." 
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CHAPTEE VIII. 

THE SECRET RAPTURE. 

iew is one which has made and still is making 
Table progress among believers. There is 
hat is attractive about it, but it will not, I 
suaded, stand searching, sober investigation, 
sory briefly stated is, that there are yet two 
s of Christ to take place.. One of them may 
,t any moment, without the slightest warning, 
ject of this coming will be to take away the 
., which will thus disappear from the earth 
nstant. This secret rapture of the Church 
e are told, be followed by the manifestation 
christ, the persecution of restored Israel, and 
Jerusalem is besieged, the Lord will come 

to the world, accompanied by His saints, 
ihe Christian is to look for, then, is not the 

of the Lord at the siege of Jerusalem, but a 

which may occur at any instant. So far as 
ware, this view has been derived from Edward 

by whom it was first broached. It need 
be remarked, that, without saying one syllable 
rving's personal condition before God, he was 
unsound teacher. Any Christian at all ac- 
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quainted with the Word of God must feel this. His 
idea, for instance, tjiat our Lord's humanity was 
teeming with evil propensities, is fearful to a 
spiritual mind. That the theory should have 
originated with such a man is enough to make 
one doubly cautious in receiving it. He, however, 
taught it in a form somewhat different from that 
given above. He said that the whole Church would 
not escape the great tribulation, but only those who 
followed his directions. And a modification of this 
is held by many who are not Irvingites. They say 
that only some will escape, viz., those who are 
watching for the Advent, and, as some add, standing 
aloof from all denominations ! In these pages, how- 
ever, only the form of the doctrine first given is 
dealt with, viz., that the whole Church will share in_ 




the secret rapture. I confine myself to this on 
aspect of the view, because it is the most wide! 
spread. And in fact, if this is disproved, the othe 
will fall with it. 

The argument much advanced in defence c^f 
this doctrine is, that two words are used in th.* 
Greek Testament, one of which is limited to thmc 
secret, and the other to the public coming of Christ. 
Of course, if this could be fairly made out, a verj 
strong case would have been presented for considera- 
tion. The two words are irapovaia and errufraveia. 
It may be remarked, however, that in reality three 
words are employed to describe the Advent. The 
third is diroKakvyfris. But it hardly follows that 
there are three distinct comings. Bather, the three 
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words bring before the mind three different aspects 
of the Advent. The first means a personal presence 
or coming ; the second, a shining forth or manifesta- 
tion : it is our word Epiphany ; and the third, an 
unveiling : it is our word Apocalypse or Kevelation. 
Is not the Second Advent represented as all these ? 
It is the personal presence of the Lord Jesus with 
His people, the manifestation of His glory to an 
ungodly world, and the unveiling or revelation of 
God's purposes in regard to this earth of ours. 
What wonder, then, that three words are used by the 
Spirit of God to describe these three aspects of this 
most solemn event ? If, because there are two words, 
I infer two comings, does not consistency require 
me to conclude that whereas three words are used, 
three comings are intended ? 

Christ was at once Priest, Altar, and Sacrifice. 
Three aspects of His work were conveyed by these 
three types. In the early chapters of Leviticus five 
offerings are prescribed. They were all typical of 
the one offering on the Cross. They presented five 
different aspects of the work of Christ. The thing 
figured was one and the same. This principle meets 
us at every turn in reading the Old Testament types. 
Need we be surprised, then, to see three aspects of 
the Second Advent set before us in the New ? 

There is, moreover, one passage which seems to 
me to settle the question as to the identity of the 
irapovaia with the eiri^aveia. It is 2 Thess. ii. 8. 
"And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His mouth, 
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and destroy with the eincfxiveui of his irapovaui! 
Here both words are used to describe that Advent 
by which the Man of Sin is destroyed. Upon the 
theory now under consideration, several years 
must necessarily elapse between the two. And yet 
we find them here used of one and the same event. 
This of itself is enough to convict the system of 
error. But, again, on this theory, no signs mark 
the approach of the parousia for which the Church 
should wait. This also is utterly opposed to 
Scripture. Our Lord tells us that signs shal 
precede the parousia, and that for the signs w( 
ought to look. Matthew xxiv. sufficiently prnvp i=^ 
this assertion. The disciples ask Christ, " Whal 
shall be the sign of thy coming {parousia) and 
the end of the age ? " (ver. 3). Had this theoi 
been true, would not our Lord have taken thi s 
opportunity to warn the Apostles that signs shoul-^zj 
not precede the parousia? But His course wa*^s 
exactly the reverse, and, on this theory, quite inexpli- 
cable. He proceeds to enumerate signs. " Ye sha.T/ 
hear of wars and rumours of wars," &c. " There 
shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places," &c. " This gospel of the kingdom 
shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto 
all nations ; and then shall the end come." The de- 
scription of the future siege and unequalled tribula- 
tion of Jerusalem follows, as we have already seen. 
— Terrible is the suffering of that awful time. But 
there is no hint given that the Church shall have 
been previously Temoveflu 1\ifc cwfcfcratY is expressb 
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stated: "For the elect's sake those days shall be 
shortened" (ver. 22). "There shall arise false 
Christs, a^d false prophets, and shall show great 
signs and wonders ; insomuch that, if it were pos- 
sible, they shall deceive the very elect " (ver. 24). 
The elect, then, are still upon earth. According to 
this theory, they were taken away some years 
before ! The parousia or coming has already on 
this theory occurred! But mark what follows: 
"As the lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west; so shall also the 
coming (parotma) of the Son of man be." Not 
much secrecy about the lightning ! " Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, 
and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens shall be shaken; and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven : and 
then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they 
shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven" (vers. 29, 30). . Here is a definite answer 
to the question of the disciples, " What shall be 
the sign of Thy coming?" Unmistakable signs 
surely ! Sun and moon darkened ! Stars fall- 
ing ! The sign in heaven, whatever it may be, 
perhaps the Shekinah cloud ! And yet this theory 
tells us there shall be no signs ! Verse 3 1 also 
has direct bearing upon this controversy. "And 
He shall send His angels " (this, be it observed, is 
after the darkening of the sun, &c.) " with a great 
sound of a trumpet, and they shall ^aitax. to^S^ka* 
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His elect from the four winds, from one end ol 
heaven to the other." This seems to me to settle 
the question as to when the saints are caught up, 
This is not, as the advocates of this view tell us, 
some years before this terrible siege, but after the 
signs in the heavens. If such a definite statement 
of our Lord is not conclusive, it is difficult to ima- 
gine language which would suffice. The prophecy 
is one connected whole. It is, from its structure, 
evidently chronological There is no mystery about 
it. The order of events is given in answer to the 
inquiry of the apostles, and the glorification and 
rapture of the saints is expressly asserted to occur 
at the close, and not before the beginning, of the 
great tribulation. 

Nay, more ; that we ought to watch for signs is 
repeated by the Lord Jesus in a parable. " Now, 
learn a parable of the fig-tree. When his branch 
is yet tender and putteth forth leaves, ye know that 
summer is nigh. So likewise ye, when ye shall see 
all these things, know that it is near, even at the 
doors" (vers. 32, 33). Just, then, as the leaves 
the tree prove the nearness of summer, so the accom- 
plishment of the predicted signs proves the nearness 
of the Advent. The proof, in fact, afforded by thL; 
chapter is so convincing, that it may well be asked 
can any reply be attempted ? There is one way, 
and only one, of evading the force of the conclusions 
drawn from this prophecy. It is asserted that 
Christ spoke to the disciples as Jews, not as Chris- 
tians, and that consequent \Xie dh&^tax. \^aa nothing 
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to do with the Church ; but is limited in its scope 
to the Jews ! This assertion shows to what despe- 
rate straits the advocates of this theory are driven. 
There is absolutely nothing to prove this. It is 
assertion, and assertion only. The closing verses of 
chap, xxiii. seem expressly designed to warn against 
such an extraordinary idea. Christ there closes His 
testimony to Israel. They had rejected Him, and 
He is compelled to leave them. "Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto 
you, Ye shall not see Me henceforth, till ye shall 
say, Blessed is He that cometh in the name of 
the Lord" (vers. 38, 39). Jesus then quitted 
Jerusalem. He " went out," and on the Mount of 
Olives — outside the city — He instructed His dis- 
ciples. His connection with Israel had finally 
dosed. This is specially pointed out; and then 
fle speaks to His own people. But further, if we 
a **e told that this chapter is " Jewish," i.e., has refer- 
ence only to Israel, why not extend the principle. 
Is John xiv. " Jewish " ? If not, why not ? The 
Apostles to whom it was. spoken were all Jews. 
Are we to conclude, therefore, that its precious 
promises have no message to us ? Is John xvii. 
" Jewish " ? If not, why not ? The Apostles for 
whom its petitions were originally offered were all 
Jews. I have just as much right to say that John 
xiv— xvii. is Jewish, i.e. f not for the Church, as Matt. 
xxiv. In truth, we can hardly believe that such a 
theory would have ever been started had it not been 
for the maintenance of a system. Once more, "we axe. 
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told by those who hold this view, that the "parousia'* 
or " coming " of Christ is to precede the siege here 
foretold, and that the public appearance of Christ 
at its close is not the "parousia" or "coming," but 
the " epiphany " or " revelation." I make a small 
diagram for clearness' sake. 

Christ's Coming. Christ's 

(Church Revelation. 
Caught up.) (Church comes 
+ with Him.) 



Siege of Jerusalem 



fvc.;^ tx<.-^ v,#^ v<.-> <-> x c ^ a \'^,>> Nc^ Cx<.-<\, 
and Great Tribulation. 



Between these two events, the coming and the 
revelation of Christ, we are told tWre is an in- 
terval of at least three and a half years. But in 
Matt. xxiv. the " coming " is said to take place at 
the end of the siege, and not at the beginning. 
After the darkening of the sun and moon, and other 
celestial phenomena, it is added, then shall appear 
the sign, and " they shall see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven " (ver. 30). To this event, 
which our Lord says occurs at the close of the 
tribulation, the word "parousia" or "coming" is 
applied. " As the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be" (ver. 37). They 
" knew not until the flood came and took them all 
away : so shall also the coming of the Son of man 
be " (ver. 3 8). And yet this theory requires that 
the word " coming " ako\3\<\ \» \i$aited to the secret 
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rapture which is supposed to occur before the tribu- 
lation. I am willing to rest the whole case against 
the secret rapture upon this chapter. It is so con- 
clusive. 

There is also another chapter in St. Matthew which 
bears so strikingly upon the question before us that 
I cannot pass it by. I mean chapter xiii. In the 
parable of the " Wheat and Tares," Christ likens 
the kingdom of heaven to a field (ver. 24). In 
this field wheat and tares grow together. The 
"kingdom of heaven" can hardly bear any other 
meaning than the professing Church. True, the king- 
dom is not yet set up in power. Christ has been 
rejected on earth. But some profess to be His sub- 
jects. This profession is true in many cases, false 
in most. But all who make it are members of the 
Visible Church or kingdom. A usurper has pos- 
session of the throne at present. The rightful 
Xing is an exile. Soon, however, He shall return 
with resistless power. The kingdoms of this world 
shall become the kingdoms of our God and of His 
Christ. From the very first there have been those 
who have falsely named the name of Christ. There 
was a Judas among the twelve. Christ called him 
u a devil." To see tares, then, springing up in the 
Gospel field is what we were led to expect. There 
are side by side, " the good seed," the " children of 
the kingdom," and the " tares," the " children of the 
wicked one." For eighteen centuries this has been 
the scene presented to us. It is the same now; not 
only in " Established " Churches is ttvs «&& \Kvstas& 
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apparent, but in bodies which have from time to time 
seceded for the sake of greater purity. Alike in 
England and in Scotland there seems to be now 
greater error and more wide-spread Eationalism in 
the Dissenting bodies than in the National Estab- 
lishments. And I venture, with all humility, to 
say, as the result of my personal knowledge, that in 
the most carefully fenced or " Brethren " section of 
the field, tares may be 'discovered as well as wheat. 
But we ask how long shall this continue ? When 
the Lord returns will His professing Church be 
still in this condition ? Will the field still pre- 
sent this appearance of mingled wheat and tares. 
We are not left in doubt as to the answer. Our 
Lord supplies it. He says concerning wheat and 
tares alike, " Let both grow together until the 
harvest" (ver. 30). And what is meant by the 
" harvest " ? " The harvest is the end of the age " 
(ver. 39). Now comes the fact which is con- 
clusive against the secret rapture. That doctrine, 
it will be remembered, is, that the Church or 
" wheat " shall be taken away to heaven at a 
coming of Christ which is to precede the end of 
the age by several years. The wheat are to be 
removed some years, therefore, before the tares. 
And how does this theory tally with the teaching 
of this parable ? It flatly contradicts it. " In the 
time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye 
together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them ; but gather the wheat into My barn." 
Can words be more express ? First the tares and 



THE SECRET RAPTURE. 163 

then the wheat. This theory exactly reverses the 
Divine order, and says, first the wheat, and then, 
after an interval of some years, the tares. Christ, 
moreover, in His explanation repeats this, and thus 
emphasises it : " The Son of man shall send forth 
His angels, and they shall gather out of His king- 
dom all things that offend, and them which do 
iniquity, and shall cast them into a furnace of fire : 
there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then 
shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father" (vers. 41—43). Here 
again is a passage wholly irreconcilable with this 
theory. That tells us that Christ shall gather out 
of the kingdom all the wheat, leaving those that 
" offend." The Lord tells us that from the king- 
dom shall be gathered " all things that offend, and 
them which do iniquity." It may be observed, too, 
that in a subsequent parable the same order is pre- 
served, " The angels shall come forth and sever the 
wicked from among the just" (ver. 49). This 
theory asserts that the just shall be severed from 
among the wicked, and not the wicked from among 
the just. For my own part, I cannot imagine how 
language could by any possibility be more utterly 
opposed to the theory now under review. The two 
are, it seems to me, diametrically opposite. 

Further proof might be deemed superfluous, but 
yet it may be well to point out a few other Scriptures 
which are equally clear. One is 1 Cor. i. 7. St. 
Paul is describing the condition of the Corinthian 
Church, a Church founded by the Apostle himself. 
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God had bestowed great gifts upon that Church. 
" Ye came behind," he says, " in no gift ; waiting 
for the revelation (margin) of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
The Greek word used is d7ro/ca\vyJnv, apocalypse or 
revelation. This word, advocates of this theory con- 
tend, can apply only to the public return or mani- 
festation of Christ at the close of the tribulation. 
This is the return for which we are taught not to 
look, as we shall have been taken away from the 
earth years before it happens. Yet the Apostle 
tells the Corinthians that for this "manifestation" 
or " revelation " - they were waiting ! And his 
language is that of commendation ! If this theory 
is Scriptural, the Corinthians were very wrong to 
expect the " revelation " of Christ. It showed great 
ignorance or deplorable unbelief. St. Paul, more- 
over, surely would have corrected the mistake, as 
he had previously corrected the error of the Thes- 
salonians on the same subject. No such thing, 
however. Are we not, then, driven to conclude 
that St. Paul knew nothing of the distinction in 
point of time between the "coming" and the 
" revelation " of Christ ? If the Corinthian Chris- 
tians were right in thus " waiting for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ," we cannot be far wrong 
in doing the same. But to do so is inconsistent 
with this theory. 

Another Scripture to which reference may be 
made is 2 Thess. i. 6-8, " It is a righteous thing 
with God to recompense tribulation to them that 
trouble you ; and lo ^ouVba are troubled rest with 
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us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God." 
This coming cannot be supposed for a moment to 
be secret. It cannot be other than the coming for 
the destruction of Antichrist, when Christ's feet 
" shall stand upon the Mount of Olives/' It is thus 
the " revelation " or " manifestation " of Christ. But 
the Apostle comforts the persecuted saints to whom 
he writes, and through them the sai nts of all ages, 
by promising to them rest. This rest is to be their 
portion at a definite time. " Best with us," he says, 
" when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed." All the 
laws of language require us to understand by this 
that there shall be no rest before " the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed." If I make an appointment 
with a person for eleven o'clock in the morning, I 
do not mean him to come till eleven o'clock. This 
is universally understood. Accordingly, when I 
read of rest at the revelation of Jesus Christ, am I 
not obliged to conclude that there shall be no rest 
till then ? that till that time the Church's persecu- 
tion shall not have ceased ? If, however, the com- 
ing of Christ has some years previously removed 
the Church, this statement would not be true. She 
would be at rest with the Lord for some years 
before He was " revealed with His mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance." This passage seems 
to me, therefore, diametrically opposed to the theory 
before us. The same remark applies to i Tim. vi. 
14, "I give thee charge . . . that tho\L ke&\t tVo& 
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commandment without spot, unrebukable, until the 
appearing (Gr. Epiphany) of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Had this theory been correct, would not the Apostle 
have written, " Until the coming (parousia) of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ? " Why need Timothy keep the 
commandment till the Epiphany, when years before 
that, at the coming of Christ, the Church would 
have been removed to heaven ? A similar passage 
is Titus ii. 1 3. The grace of God, it is there said, 
teaches us to deny ungodly and worldly lusts, and 
live soberly, righteously, and godly, "looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing (Gr. 
Epiphany) of the great God, and our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ." Why should this be the object of the 
Church's hope if, some years before this, at the 
parousia or coming of her Lord, she is destined to 
enter into rest ? Surely, to that her eye would be 
directed. We would ask any brother who has 
adopted this view, Would he present the Epiphany 
of Christ before a believer as the object of his 
hope ? His own principles compel him to do no 
such thing. He is obliged to say, Look away from 
the Epiphany ; look straight at the parousia. Yet 
this is exactly the opposite of the teaching in this 
passage. To the same effect is the exhortation of 
St. Peter, " Wherefore gird up the loins of your 
mind, be sober, and hope to the end for the grace 
that is to be brought unto you at the Eevelation 
(Gr. Apocalypse) of Jesus Christ" (1 Peter i 13)' 
If, as we are told, grace and glory are to be 
our portion at an ev&n\» ^gtiot to the revelation of 
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Christ by several years, why exhort believers to 
wait patiently till that revelation ? Again he 
writes, "Feed the flock of God. . . . And when 
the Chief Shepherd shall appear ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away" (1 Peter v. 
4). But this appearance is quite irreconcilable with 
a secret coming. The two cannot possibly be 
identified. And yet we find St. Peter directing the 
faithful pastor, not to a secret coming, but to a mani- 
festation or appearance of Christ as the time of 
reward. This is quite in accordance with the 
general tenor of Scripture, but equally opposed to 
this theory. St. John writes in a similar spirit. 
" It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we 
know that when He shall appear we shall be like 
Him ; for we shall see Him as He is. And every 
man that hath this hope in Him (Christ) purifieth 
himself even as He is pure" (1 John iii. 2, 3). This 
" appearance " cannot be a secret thing. The word 
excludes such a thought. But it is at this appear- 
ance, and not at some earlier coming of Christ, that 
His people are made like Him, and this is expressly 
called their " hope." 

But time would fail me were I to attempt to 
quote all the Scriptures that condemn this novel 
theory. These, I think, are enough. I ask any 
candid inquirer to ponder them prayerfully, and I 
trust that he will adopt the conclusion at which 
I have long since arrived. I do not speak to those 
who are absolutely determined to support their view 
at all hazards. To argue with such is waste of 



1 68 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

time. Their difficulty is not in the head, but in 
the will. They will not fairly weigh the evidence 
brought before them. A mistake in such a matter 
is a solemn thing. To misinterpret any part of 
Holy Writ is a terrible sin. May God pardon the 
iniquity of our holy things, for the sake of Him 
who died and rose again ! To advance the view 
that just as the darkness is deepening the Church 
shall be taken out of the conflict with Antichrist 
involves most serious responsibility. It is simply 
deluding souls. Christians are led to look for a 
deliverance from earthly conflict which God has 
not promised and will not give. 

But, it may be asked, Upon what do its advo- 
cates rest the system? What considerations are 
advanced in its favour ? 

First and foremost, there is the difference between 
the jparottsia or coming and the Epiphany or mani- 
festation of Christ. But it has been amply shown 
that this difference does not exist ; that the words 
describe divers aspects of the same event; and that 
the Epiphany and not the parausia is repeatedly 
spoken of as the hope of the Church. 

There is, however, a strange confusion of thought 
in many minds as to the great tribulation which 
favours the idea. They argue thus : Passages tell us 
that believers shall escape the great tribulation ; they 
must, therefore, have been removed to heaven before 
that event ; thence to the doctrine before us is a 
very short step. Be it observed, however, that two 
future tribulations axe foreshown in Scripture. One 
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is the persecution of Israel and the Church under 
Antichrist, the other is the overwhelming judgment 
of Antichrist and the apostate nations immediately 
upon the Advent. These two distinct seasons are 
in the minds of many confounded. Let me briefly 
show the circumstances and subjects of each. That 
Israel is to suffer at the hands of Antichrist such 
persons readily allow : I will not therefore stay to 
prove it ; but not only Israel, the Church also is to 
be the object of his fury. This is seen in Daniel vii. : 
"I beheld, and the same horn (Antichrist) made 
war with the saints, and prevailed against them " 
(ver. 21). " He shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the 
Most High, and think to change times and laws y 
and they shall be given into his hand" (ver. 25). 
If the saints are, as this passage teaches, to be given 
over into the power of Antichrist, they cannot have 
been previously taken up to heaven. The only way 
in which the force of this Scripture can be set aside 
is by the assumption that the saints here mean the 
Jews. For my own part, such a view seems quite 
incredible. The Jews at the time indicated are, as 
already shown, in their own land in unbelief. This, 
then, is their condition. They are rejecting the 
Lord Jesus, doing despite to the Spirit of grace, and 
trampling under foot the blood of the covenant ! 
Awful state ! They are rushing down the broad 
road leading to destruction ! How can such persons 
be designated " saints of the Most High " ? A 
saint means, as every one knows, a sanctified per- 



170 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

son. How is it conceivable that unbelieving J 
can be designated sanctified people ? It is su: 
only reasonable to conclude that God's children 
intended by the expression. They are thus sin 
as exposed to the whole power of the " little ho 
The Book of Eevelation bears out this statem 
The "beast" of chapter xiii. is, no one don 
identical with the " little horn." There is no '. 
that the Church is delivered by a coming of CI 
before the development of his power. On the < 
trary, we read, " And it was given unto hirr 
make war with the saints, and to overcome the 
(ver. 7). " He that killeth with the sword mus 
killed with the sword. Here is the patience 
the faith of the saints" (ver. 8). This testim 
is, I think, conclusive that the Church has not t 
caught up to escape the coming storm. It mus 
borne in mind, moreover, that the statement; 
Daniel and Eevelation do not stand alone. T 
are supported by those other passages already 
cussed, which forbid us to entertain the supposi 
of a secret rapture. This tribulation the sainfc 
not escape. 

But when the Lord Jesus appears upon the sc< 
and pours out the vials of His wrath upon the to 
and his armies, then the Church is safe. Not 
drop of that storm shall fall upon her. The feeb 
believer is sheltered. Before the destruction beg 
all the saints shall have been caught up and pla 
in safety. Many, from not observing the distincl 
between these two \^\&&\>\w&, have been mia 
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They have applied to the former promises which 
refer only to the latter. 

Isaiah xxvi. 20 is a case in point. " Come, My 
people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy 
doors about thee : hide thyself, as it were, for a 
little moment, until the indignation »be overpast. 
For, behold, the Lord cometh out of His place to 
punish the inhabitants of the world for their ini- 
quity/' This is one of the misapplied Scriptures. 
And yet, when read with anything like attention, 
it is difficult to know how its import could have 
been so misunderstood. God's people are sheltered, 
it is true ; but from what ? Not from persecution, 
but from Divine judgment. " The Lord cometh . . . 
to punish." Not from Antichrist's tyranny, but 
from the damnation which he shall receive in God's 
own time/ 

A similar text is Luke xxi. 36: "Watch ye 
therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted 
worthy to escape all these things that shall come 
to pass, and to stand before the Son of man." The 
whole interpretation turns upon the question, What 
things ? Not Antichrist's persecution. Our Lord 
is not dealing with that. In fact, in the whole of 
this chapter He does not speak of Jerusalem's future 
siege. That which is past is described, and that 
alone. The Man of Sin and his actings are not 
once alluded to. In the verse before that quoted 
we read, " For as a snare shall it (the day) come 
on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth." Here, then, is the answer to the question^ 
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What things shall believers escape ? They escape 
that day's judgments. As a snare it comes upon 
the world, but not upon them. In these two pas- 
sages, which are commonly relied on by those who 
expect a secret rapture, there is nothing, I take it, 
to warrant the inference deduced from them/ What 
the Church escapes is the destruction poured upon 
the ungodly, and not the persecution of the Man 
of Sin. 

This is illustrated by the whole analogy of God's 
past dealings. Lot's history is instructive. The 
time in which he lived, the Lord Jesus tells us, was 
similar to that which shall immediately precede 
His return. Wickedness prevailed. Lot was per- 
secuted ; his righteous soul was vexed from day to 
day. Was he delivered from the opposition and 
hatred of the men of Sodom ? Surely not. But 
when God arose to judgment, and was about to 
execute vengeance upon the guilty city, the message 
to Lot was, " Haste thee, escape, ... for I cannot> 
do anything till thou be come thither." Till Lofc 
was well ouf of Sodom God could not act. Irx 
short, he did not escape the tribulation at the hand 
of man, but he was delivered from the judgment 
of God upon the wicked city. 

The same thing is observable in the case of 
Noah. And Noah's time, as we all know, was 
typical pf the end of this dispensation. Did Noah 
escape the jeers and scorn of the antediluvians? 
Surely not. For 120 years he was exposed to 
the full brunt of the storm. He preached righteous- 
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ness to a world that hated and rejected him. But 
whenever the moment came for God to interpose ; 
when the cup was full to the brim, and the Divine 
sentence was to be executed on the world, then 
Jfoah was safe. In the ark not one drop of the 
pitiless storm touched him; not one hair of his 
head was injured. Thus he did not escape the 
persecution which was his appointed portion at the 
hand of man, but he did escape the outpoured 
indignation of the Most High. These two instances, 
used by our Lord to illustrate the condition alike 
of the ungodly and the believer at His return, 
explain my meaning. To understand them, we 
must see the vast distinction that exists between- 
the two tribulations, viz., that of the Church 
from the world, and that of the world from 
the Lord Himself. Had it been borne in mind 
that the Church escapes the latter but not the 
former, this error of the secret rapture would not 
have spread so widely as is the case. 

One passage there is which is repeatedly adduced 
as teaching-this theory. It is Acts i. 1 1, " This same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen Him 
go into heaven." Hence it is argued, as Christ 
went up unseen by the world, so must He return. 
To build a whole theory upon such a passage seems 
to me incomprehensible. It is a statement which 
may be taken in several ways. That suggested is 
only one of several. To take a text which may 
fairly be understood in another sense, and upon this 
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particular interpretation to raise a doctrine, is an 
extraordinary proceeding. If other Scriptures could 
be shown which proved it plainly, this might fairly 
be quoted as one which favoured the yiew. The 
construction, however, placed upon it is one, I 
venture to think, which it will not bear. The 
question turns upon the exact force of the expres- 
sion "in like manner as." Does it mean that 
every detail of the ascension is to be paralleled at 
the Advent ? Or rather, that - there is a general 
likeness between the two events? The Greek 
words translated "in like manner as" are used 
elsewhere as meaning a general and not particular 
resemblance. Thus Acts vii. 28, "Wilt thou kill 
me, as (in like manner as) thou diddest the Egyp- 
tian yesterday?" The point of comparison here 
obviously is the death of the Egyptian, and not the 
particular mode of his death. The resemblance is 
general, not specific. So 2 Tim. iii. 8, " As (in like 
manner as) Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, 
so do these also resist the truth." Not that the 
persons in question use identically the same means 
as did the magicians referred to. The comparison 
instituted is between the resistance, and not the 
particular means employed. The resemblance is 
general, not specific. So in the passage before us. 
It does not teach that every particular of the 
Ascension shall be repeated at the Lord's return, but 
that the same Jesus who went up shall come again. 
The personal Jesus went up; the personal Jesus 
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shall come again. In the cloud, the symbol of deity, 
He was taken (ver. 9). In the cloud He shall be 
seen at His Advent (Eev. i. 7). The parallel be- 
tween the two events is general. If any special 
correspondence of detail is included, it would be the 
cloud and not the secrecy. 

There is thus no Scripture which, when fairly 
examined, supports this theory. Very many pas- 
sages, however, on the other hand, are, as we have 
seen, decidedly opposed to it. 

In this dispensation the believer is called to the 
fellowship of Christ's sufferings. Patient endurance 
is the grace which the Church is peculiarly called 
Upon to manifest. The path of separation and 
opposition is that in which believers have had to 
'walk, if faithful. They have not been delivered 
from the conflict, but grace has been given to enable 
them to become more than conquerors. It would 
be strangely different from the past history of this 
dispensation if a secret rapture, such as has been 
described, awaited the Church. We should require 
the very clearest proof from Scripture, to make us 
^believe that, at the very crisis of the struggle, the 
Church should be secretly caught away. Antichrist 
is the most terrible adversary of our King. And 
yet, in this view, not to the Church is assigned the 
honour of confronting him, but to unbelieving 
Israel. 

Should any brother read this chapter who has 
received this doctrine, may I in all affection entreat 
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him to weigh well the Scripture that has been 
advanced ? To say the least, if Scripture does not 
sanction the idea of a secret rapture, it must be a 
solemn responsibility to teach the Church to expect 
it. May the Spirit of God guide every believer into 
His truth in this momentous matter ! 
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CHAPTEE IX. 

THE YEAR-DAY THEORY. 

This is a theory that in prophecy a day means a 
fear. Just as in a map an inch may correspond to 
i mile of country, so in the Word of God — in its 
Drophetical portions— a day stands for a year. 
Such a view is startling, and we naturally ask for 
she proof. If this theory holds good, all prophetic 
jiterpretation must be modified accordingly. The 
Juration of Antichrist's tyranny would then be, not 
three and a half years, but 1260 years. Antichrist 
thus cannot be a person, but becomes a system or 
power. The question then is fundamental; it is 
absolutely essential. In the following chapter I pur- 
pose showing the views entertained by the fathers 
of the early Church. In this I intend keeping 
simply to Scripture. That must ever be our ulti- 
mate court of appeal. What is the evidence, then, 
commonly advanced in support of this view ? 

There are three passages, sometimes four, to which 
appeal is made. 

They are — (1.) Numb. xiv. 33, 34. The people of 
Israel had sinned by the rankest unbelief, and in 
consequence God commanded tfoafc IV^ &&\&k "&sfc» 
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then enter the Land of Promise. For forty days 
had the spies searched the goodly plains and valleys 
of Canaan. They had brought back (with the ex- 
ception of two) an evil report. This report had 
provoked Israel's rebellion. God in His justice 
decided that His people must feel what an evil and 
bitter thing it is to sin against Himself. The 
punishment is thus given: "Your children shall 
wander in the wilderness forty years. . . . After 
the number of the days in which ye searched the 
land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye 
bear your iniquities, even forty years." Here is a 
simple statement of a simple fact. For forty days 
the spies had searched the land, and accordingly for 
forty years Israel must wander in the desert. How 
this can be supposed to teach that in prophecy a 
day stands for a year, I cannot imagine. To me it 
seems to show the exact opposite. If anything is 
clear, it is that in the text a day means a day, and 
a year means a year. A day does not stand for a 
year. Apply the year-day principle .to the passage, 
and the duration of Israel's desert wanderings 
becomes 14,400 years. Such is the number of 
days in forty years. 

(2.) Another Scripture relied on is Ezekiel iv. 
The people had again sinned grievously. The 
kingdom of Israel had been established by a schis- 
matic and idolater. Not one single king ever sat on 
the throne of Samaria who was a servant of God. Its 
whole history was one of continued apostasy. This 
apostasy lasted from Jeroboam's establishment of 
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idolatry till the last remnant of the tribes was 
scattered "by Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of Judah 
— 390 years in all. Accordingly, to impress upon 
Israel theheinousness of their guilt, the prophet is 
bidden to lie upon his left side 390 days — each 
day corresponding to a year. So with Judah. Her 
path had been consistent compared with that of 
Israel. Many a monarch had ruled over her with 
the fear of God before his eyes. But the stream of 
corruption had at last overrun its banks. Iniquity 
overspread the land like a deluge. From the last 
proclamation of mercy at the time of Josiah's 
passover, till the final overthrow of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, was a long epoch of determined 
rejection of the truth. It lasted exactly forty years. 
Accordingly, Ezekiel was commanded to lie on his 
right side forty days. He during that time typi- 
cally bore the sin of Judah — each day corresponded 
to a year. "I have laid upon thee the years of 
their iniquity, according to the number of the days, 
three hundred and ninety days" (ver. 5). "And 
thou shalt bear the iniquity of Judah forty days ; 
I have appointed thee each day for a year " (ver. 6). 
This passage is supposed to teach that in prophecy a 
day stands for a year, e.g., that 1260 days means 
1260 years. But how does it show this ? In the 
passage a day means a day, and a year means a 
year. It thus establishes the very opposite, for in 
it a day does not stand for a year. Apply the 
year-day principle to it, and what follows ? The 
prophet was to lie on his side 390 years for 
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Israel and forty years for Judah, or 430 years in 
all! 

(3.) A third passage is Luke xiii. 32, 33, "Be- 
hold, 1 cast out devils, and I do cures to-day and 
to-morrow, and the third day I shall be perfected." 
It is said that these three days correspond to the 
three years of our Lord's ministry, and that conse- 
quently a day stands for a year. Such a view is 
beset with insuperable difficulties. Our Lord's 
ministry, it is usually held, lasted three years and 
six months, and not three years only. Again, our 
Lord speaks of "to-day," "to-morrow," and the 
" third day." But these words were not spoken in 
the first year of our Lord's ministry, as this view 
requires, but in the third, shortly before His death. 
Most commentators place them a few weeks before 
the end. I may possibly venture to suggest another 
view. This message to Herod was immediately — 
followed by the lament over Jerusalem, and th^ 
desolation of Israel's " house." But this lament is 
also given by St. Matthew. Compare carefully 
Luke xiii. 34, 35, with Matt. xxiv. 37-39. That 
the passages record the same utterance can hardly 
be doubted. Now, when was this lament over Jeru- 
salem, followed by the prophecy of Matt, xxiv., 
uttered? Certainly in the last week of Christ's 
life. Bishop Ellicott has shown, with his usual 
painstaking clearness, that Tuesday was the actual 
day of that last week. (See his " Lectures on the 
Life of our Lord," chap. vii.). But according to 
SL Luke, this message ^a& wafc to Herod on the 
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same day that the lament was uttered. There- 
fore the message was sent to Herod on the Tuesday 
evening when " the day was far spent " (EUieott). 
In other words, they were spoken by Christ (fol- 
lowing the Jewish mode of reckoning) exactly three 
days before His death. 

This passage, then, when examined, proves, like 
the others already considered, exactly the opposite 
to the year-day theory. The days are literal days* ^ 
Be it observed, however, that if my suggested view 
of the chronology is not accepted, it has been proved 
quite independently that the passage affords no 
support to the year-day theory. Our Lord's ministry 
did not last just three years, and the words cannot 
by any possibility have been spoken during His 
first year. Either of these facts is fatal to the 
inference. 

(4.) The remaining passage which is sometimes 
quoted is* Dan. ix. 24-27. If quoted, it is so in 
simple ignorance of the original. Mr. Elliott, the 
ablest modern advocate of the year-day theory, has 
resigned it. If the English rendering were literal, 
it would indeed afford very strong evidence in 
favour of the theory. The prophet speaks of 
seventy weeks as elapsing between the command- 
ment to rebuild Jerusalem and Messiah the Prince. 
The period in question was undeniably 490 years. 
And if the original did speak of seventy weeks, the 
inference would be irresistible that here, at any rate, 
a day meant a year. The fact is, that the Hebrew 
word means simply " a period of seven." The word 
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contains nothing in itself to show whether years are 
intended, months, weeks, or days. It stands in the 
same relation to seven that our word " dozen " does 
to twelve. It has been rendered by Gesenius 
" hebdomad." He defines it as a " septenary num- 
ber." It may mean indifferently a week or a period 
of seven years — " a hebdomad of years." Usually, 
indeed, when a week is meant, the term used is " a 
hebdomad of days" as in Dan. x. 2. The omission 
of the expression " of days " leads to infer, and to 
infer rightly, that hebdomads of years are meant. 
There is nothing here, therefore, as all acquainted 
with the original will admit, to favour the year-day 
theory. 

Having examined these passages, we have tested 
all the arguments advanced in its behalf from the 
Scriptures. But let us now ask, What can be pro- 
duced from the Bible against it ? The theory, be 
it remembered, is that in prophecy when a day is 
spoken of a year is meant — a year of 360 days. 
Let us apply this principle to Gen. xv. 13: " And 
He said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy 
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, 
and shall serve them ; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years. Here is prophecy. Explain 
it on the year-day system, and what follows ? That 
Israel was to be in Egypt 1 44,000 years ! 

Again, Hezekiah's history is well known. One 
of its most prominent features was, that his life was 
mercifully prolonged. " I have heard thy prayer," 
God said ; " I have seen thy tears : behold, I will 
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add unto thy days fifteen years" (Isa. xxxviii. 5). 
Here is prophecy. If a day means a year, the time 
to be added to his life becomes 5400 years ! 

Further, Judah, for its manifold transgressions, 
was threatened with captivity. " This whole land 
shall be a desolation and an astonishment; and 
these nations shall serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years. And it shall come to pass when 
seventy years are accomplished that I will punish 
the king of Babylon" (Jer. xxv. 11, 12). Here 
is prophecy. On the year-day principle the time 
of captivity was 25,200 years! Daniel, at any 
rate, had never heard that in understanding pro- 
phecy a day meant a year, for he tells us, "I, 
Daniel, understood by books the number of the 
years whereof the word of the Lord came to Jere- 
miah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy 
years in the desolation of Jerusalem " (Dan. ix. 2). 
Evidently when Jeremiah foretold a period of seventy 
years Daniel understood him to mean seventy years. 
And Daniel was himself a prophet. This testimony, 
therefore, is especially valuable. 

If a day in prophecy means a year, need I 
point out that the thousand years' reign of Christ 
between the first resurrection and final judgment 
becomes the enormous period of 360,000 years ! 
Are advocates of the theory prepared to admit 
this? 

In every one of the cases cited above we have 
distinct prophecies given, which have been or will 
be accomplished,' by universal admission, literally. 
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The year-day theory is not applicable to them, at 
any rate. Why then should the 1260 days be ex- 
plained upon a principle for which there is not the 
slightest warrant, and which confessedly does not 
hold good in so many instances ? 

But let us now turn to a few cases where days 
are mentioned in prophecy. This theory is equally 
inapplicable to them. 

In Genesis xl. we read of Joseph's imprisonment. 
In the prison he interprets the dreams of Pharaoh's 
butler and his baker. He prophesies the future of 
each. To the one he says, " Yet within three days 
shall Pharaoh lift up thy head and restore thee 
unto thy place " (ver. 1 3). To the other, " Yet 
within three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head 
from off thee " (ver. 1 9). The three days in neither 
case meant three years. 

Again, our Lord repeatedly predicted that He 
41 must be killed and be raised again the third day " 
(Matt. xvi. 21, &c). Did any one suppose that in 
prophecy a day stood for a year then ? Was it ex- 
pected that Christ would rise again in the third 
year ? The days were literal days. But we may 
well pause. It is needless to multiply instances. 
I think it may be fairly said that in every instance 
where prophecy has been accomplished, days have 
meant days, and years have meanj) years. It is 
singular that it is to the 1260 days especially 
that this theory is applied ; for this period is given 
in so many various terms as if to preclude any but 
a literal interpretation. It is called — 
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" A time, times, and the dividing of time," or 
three years and a-half (Dan. vii. 25). 

" Forty and two months " (Eev. xi. 2). 

" A thousand, two hundred, and threescore days " 
(Eev. xi. 3). 

When a period is expressly called " three years 
and a-half," "forty- two months," and " 1260 days," 
it is difficult to understand that 1260 years is the 
time intended. But it has, I think, been suffi- 
ciently shown that there is absolutely no Scripture to 
support the theory, while, on the other hand, there 
are very many passages which are directly opposed 
to it. 

The reason of the origin and continuance of the 
year-day theory is doubtless controversial. Borne 
was the great enemy with which the sixteenth 
century reformers had to contend. What wonder 
if they should see in the Papacy that embodiment 
of evil called Antichrist ? Contemporaries are pro- 
verbially incompetent judges of the relative import- 
ance of passing events. They are like persons 
standing too near a painting to see the general 
effect of the whole. Besides, to have such a con- 
troversial weapon in dealing with Papists was most 
valuable. To accuse the Pope of being the foretold 
Man of Sin and masterpiece of Satan was to carry the 
war into the enemy's camp with a vengeance. All 
will agree that the Papacy was an Antichrist for the 
time being. It hated the truth as cordially as 
Satan himself. It was the outward embodiment of 
the spirit of Antichrist. But it does not therefore 
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follow that Popery is the Antichrist, the last de- 
velopment of iniquity. Popery never has fulfilled 
the predictions touching Antichrist, e.g., " And all 
that dwell upon the (Eoman) earth shall worship 
him, whose names are not written in the Book of 
Life of the Lamb" (Rev. xiii. 8). This is one 
characteristic of the 1260 days. Has any space of 
1 260 years occurred in the history of Popery where 
this has been true ? The passage says that universal 
outward conformity should be rendered to Anti- 
christ by all but the elect. Can it be said that all 
throughout the old Roman Empire but the elect 
have worshipped the Pope ? That empire includes 
England, Turkey, and Greece. The 1260 years, 
we are told, are just expiring, or about to expire. 
If all who do not yield obedience to the Pope in 
England are elect, strange results must inevitably 
follow. For then infidels, rationalists, and multi- 
tudes of worldlings are included in the elect. The 
testimony of the Scripture quoted is decisive. All 
" shall worship him whose names are not written 
in the Book of Life." It follows, therefore, that all 
who refuse him allegiance are elect. 

The great danger of the historical view I humbly 
take to be this : It regards the great persecution of the 
Church and the season of Antichrist's power as past. 
It will be readily conceded that if the Man of Sin is 
to be a person, the historical view, by diverting men's 
minds from the future, must do much harm ; that 
whereas the Church should be diligently and prayer- 
fully preparing fox the struggle on which she must 
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shortly enter, she is bidden to raise the paean of 
victory ! A further result of the historical theory 
is this : It leads God's people to see in Popery the 
impersonation of all evil. That Popery is a gigantic 
foe to the truth none will deny. But is not its 
day over ? has not its sun set, its strength decayed ? 
It can no longer persecute. Popery, too, it must 
not be forgotten, does possess a certain amount of 
truth. Few will doubt that, in spite of its corrup- 
tions, many who have lived and died in it have laid 
hold of the Lord Jesus, and are thus now in His 
eternal glory. But what if a more subtle adversary 
yet remains to be encountered ? The historical 
theory will have fixed the eyes of God's people on 
the old enemy now effete and worn out, while the 
strange and more dangerous foe has been ignored. 
Let it not be forgotten that there is a " school of 
thought/' as it is called, in many respects the 
opposite of Eomanism, which is rapidly rising into 
favour. I mean Broad Churchism. Popery is ex- 
clusive. This is broad, nay, world wide. No 
salvation without the Church, is Popery's teaching. 
Universal salvation, is the seductive whisper of the 
Broad Churchman. Popery by its confessional has 
pretty well disgusted civilised Europe. But how 
different Eationalism ! It offers a free platform to 
all. Protestant, Papist, Jew, Heathen, Mahometan, 
all may meet here. It recognises, it tells us, the 
Divine in everything, in the Koran as in the Bible. 
But the Bible condemns the system point-blank. 
So the Bible is quietly set aside. It is not openly 



1 88 THE SECOND ADVENT. 

abused. Society is hardly prepared for that just 
yet. But its verbal inspiration and infallible autho- 
rity are scouted; its inspiration is reduced to that 
of other books. As Shakespeare was " inspired," so 
were the writers of the Bible. The " inspiration " 
of genius is the "inspiration" of the Bible. There, 
is no difference in kind between its authority and 
the authority of any other book. Man's conscience 
is the ultimate standard. Anything in the Bible 
which does not commend itself to that supreme 
arbiter must be forthwith abandoned. The Bible 
thus becomes rather less Divine than man's fallen 
reason! The Bible, Shakespeare, the Koran, and 
the modern newspaper all stand on the same level. 
Man is to accept the statements of any of them 
which accord with his own reason. The rest he 
rejects as chaff The Word of God being thus 
stripped of its Divine authority and infallibility, its 
doctrines are pared down to suit the taste of the 
natural man. Eegeneration is merely turning over 
a new leaf — a moral improvement. God is a 
universal Father. All are equally His children. 
There is no wrath in Him. The atonement, there- 
fore, instead of being, as God says, a " propitiation," 
is resolved into an example of self-sacrifice, a proof 
of Divine love merely. The " world " is not to be 
forsaken, but improved and made the best of. The 
narrow way is widened to suit the spirit of the age. 
All are said to be servants of God — the Papist, the 
Protestant, the Jew, nay, the Atheist, are all in the 
kingdom of Christ, and all doing God service.. This 
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may seem incredible. But a Broad Church clergy- 
man personally known to the writer wrote to Mr. 
Bradlaugh assuring him that he (Mr. B.) was really 
extending the kingdom of God ! 

This system, as was well said in the columns of 
a sceptical paper, " cuts the sinews of all belief." It 
exactly suits the taste of the world. Its pleasures 
are not condemned, but blessed. The scientist likes 
it. No curb is placed upon the flight of his ima- 
gination. There is no " Genesis " to contradict any of 
his assumptions. It is truly " catholic." It is ready 
to embrace all who will not claim to possess the whole 
truth. If men will just allow that their neighbours 
have as good a chance of heaven as themselves, they 
may hold what they please. So subtle, so seductive is 
this system, that numbers of God's own people, ill 
instructed in the truth, have been deluded by it. 
In the Church of England it makes almost daily 
progress. Its rival, Eitualism, is at last discredited. 
Amongst the Dissenters its prevalence is alarming. 
The writer has conversed with Baptist ministers who 
utterly sneer at Evangelical doctrines — e.g., the in- 
fallibility of Scripture- — and who have assured him 
that their views are shared by the majority of 
younger ministers. In many cases such teaching is 
kept back. The people are not yet educated up to 
it. In Scotland it is the same. In the Establish- 
ment such views have for many years been taught ; 
but now, alas ! the heresy has smitten the Free 
Church as well. Ministers who teach Eationalism 
are allowed, without rebuke, to preach to their 
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engage the pen of the prophet. But if it can be 
shown — and I humbly think it can — that 1260 
days are portrayed, our expectations must give 
way to God's revelations. Secondly, The principles 
which attain full maturity during the 1260 days 
have been for centuries in gradual operation. The 
harvest is reaped in a few short weeks, but it has 
been ripening for months. It is the ample result 
of the whole year's toil. And who complains be- 
cause the actual reaping time is short ? Is it not 
so with evil ? It has been growing for ages. Even 
now it is rapidly maturing, and well-nigh fit for the 
sickle. What wonder is it that Scripture does not 
describe in detail the growth but the harvest ? To 
change the figure. Scripture does not picture the 
gradual deepening of the twilight which is over- 
spreading the sky ; but it leads us straight to the 
midnight blackness. Evil is seen brought to a 
climax, and then comes its final overthrow. 

In conclusion, let us endeavour individually to 
be faithful to the Master, turning aside neither to 
the right hand nor to the left, regardless alike of 
the world's smile and of its frown ; so when He 
comes, it will be our unspeakable privilege to hear 
from His own lips the ample commendation, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant ; enter thou into the 
joy of thy Lord." 



( 192 ) 



CHAPTER X. 

THE OPINION OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 

The literal principle of interpretation advocated 
these pages is no novelty. On the contrary ; fc 
many centuries it was the general opinion of tkie 
Church. 

Mr. Elliott, in his laborious work the " Hoxse 
Apocalyptical," has analysed the teaching of early 
writers upon this subject. Of the copious materials 
accumulated by him I thankfully avail myself. 
The following extracts from Patristic writers I do 
not give as authoritative ; but as many of them lived 
near apostolic times, their testimony must necessarily 
command respect. Soon, indeed, the Church began 
to drift from the teaching of the Apostles. Upon 
this subject, however, of prophetic interpretation 
there remained considerable light for centuries. 
First, I will appeal to Justin Martyr, who was born 
about A.D. 114. In his Dialogue with Trypho, 
chap, xxxii., he thus speaks of Antichrist: "He 
whom Daniel foretells would have dominion for a 
time, and times, and a half, is even already at the 
door, about to speak blasphemous and daring things 
against the Most Hi^ki." Tifc NJ&s^ ^xoceeds to con- 
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demn the Jews for taking a "time" to mean a hundred 
years, and not, as he does, a literal year. It is evi- 
dent, then, that Justin, born very shortly after the 
death of St. John, held the literal view of prophecy. 
My next witness is Irenseus, Bishop of Syra. 
He was born between A.D. 120 and A.D. 140. His 
great work, " Against Heresies," was written about 
a.d. 180. From it the following extracts are taken : 
I quote from the translation published by T. & T. 
Clark of Edinburgh : " He shall speak great words 
against the Most High God, and wear out the saints 
of the Most High God, and shall purpose to change 
times and laws ; and (everything) shall be given 
into his hand until a time, and times, and half a 
time, that is, for three years and six months, during 
which time, when he comes, he shall reign over the 
earth. . . . This is also the unjust judge whom the 
Lord mentioned as one who feared not God, neither 
regarded man, to whom the widow fled in her for- 
getfulness of God — that is, the earthly Jerusalem — 
to be avenged of her adversary. Which also he 
shall do in the time of his kingdom ; he shall re- 
move his kingdom into that city, and shall sit in the 
Temple of God, leading astray those who worship 
him, as if he were Christ. . . . And then he points 
out the time that his tyranny shall last, during 
which the saints shall be put to flight, they who 
offer a pure sacrifice unto God. And in the midst 
of the week, he says, the sacrifice and the libation 
shall be taken away, and the abomination of deso- 
lation be brought into the Temple. . . . Now thxs&. 
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years and six months constitute the half week" 
(v. c. xxv.). 

Again he writes: "When this Antichrist shall 
have devastated all things in this world, he will 
reign for three years and six months, and sit in the 
Temple at Jerusalem" (v. c. xxx.). There is an inte- 
resting thought, too, which he gives concerning the 
millennial Jerusalem : " In the times of the king- 
dom the earth has been called again by Christ to 
its pristine condition and Jerusalem rebuilt after 
the pattern of the Jerusalem above." Allusion is 
evidentally made to Ps. cxxii. 3, which may be 
rendered thus : " Jerusalem is built like the city that 
is at one with her," i.e., the earthly Jerusalem is built 
after the pattern of the heavenly ; there shall be a 
correspondence between the two. 

There can be no doubt, then, as to the way in 
which Irenseus understood the prophecies. Anti- 
christ he took to be a man who was to reign in the 
Temple at Jerusalem for three and a half years. 
The seventy weeks in Daniel's prophecy he took to 
be future, and as referring to the time of the end. 

I will next refer to Hippolytus, Bishop of Ostia. 
He is said to have been a disciple of Irenaeus, and 
suffered martyrdom in either 235 or 250. There 
is a treatise from his pen extant called " Christ and 
Antichrist." He has gone into prophetical details 
with considerable minuteness. Speaking of the 
similarity between Christ and Antichrist, he says, 
" The Saviour appeared in the form of a man, and 
he too will come in ttifc fotm. of a man. The 
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Saviour raised up and showed His holy flesh like a 
temple, and he will raise a temple of stone in 
Jerusalem." "Dan, he says, is a lion's whelp, and 
in naming the tribe of Dan, he declared clearly 
the tribe from which Antichrist is destined to 
spring." Again, " But Isaiah also speaks thus : And 
it shall come to pass that when the Lord hath per- 
formed His whole work upon Mount Zion. . . ." 
Hippolytus, then, applies this chapter (Isa. x.) to 
Antichrist. So, too, he proceeds to interpret Isaiah 
xiv. in the same manner, " How hath the exacter 
ceased ! and how hath the oppressor ceased ! " Then 
follows an exposition of Ezekiel xxviii. in the same 
sense. The Prince of Tyrus is identified with Anti- 
christ. 

In commenting upon the visions of Daniel, he 
takes the little horn of chap, vii as Antichrist, and 
speaks of the toes of the image seen in chap. ii. 
as so many democracies. He speaks also of Baby- 
lon as the great oppressor of God's people. " But 
as the task before us was to speak of the harlot, be 
thou with us, blessed Isaiah. Let us mark what 
thou sayest about Babylon. Come down and sit 
upon the ground, virgin daughter of Babylon. 
.... These things does Isaiah prophesy for thee. 
Let us see now whether John has spoken to the 
same effect. For he sees when in the Isle of Pat- 
mos a revelation of awful mysteries which he re- 
counts freely and makes known to others. Tell me, 
blessed John, apostle and disciple of the Lord, what 
didst thou see and hear colaceii^^^^^a'&A k£s^ 
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and speak; for it sent thee also into banishment. 
And there came one of the seven angels which had 
the vial, and talked with me, saying, Come hither, 
I will show unto thee the judgment of the great 
whore." Hippolytus then gives the whole of Kev. 
xvii. and xviii., and interprets them of Baby- 
lon. Concerning the two witnesses also he speaks. 
* Daniel will set forth this subject to us. For he 
says, And one week will make a covenant with 
many, and it shall be that in the midst of the week 
My sacrifice and oblation shall cease. By one week, 
therefore, he meant the last week, which is to be at 
the end of the whole world ; of which week the- 
two prophets Enoch and Elias will take up the 
half. For they will preach 1260 days clothed i 
sackcloth." We find, moreover, in Hippolytus th 
same view of the parable of the Unjust Judge whicL* 
is given in Irenseus. " By the unrighteous judge, 
who fears not God, neither regards man, he means, 
without doubt, Antichrist, as he is a son of the 
Devil, a vessel of Satan. For when he has the 
power he will begin to exalt himself against God, 
neither in truth fearing God, nor regarding the Son 
of God, who is the judge of all. And in saying 
that there was a widow in the city, He refers to 
Jerusalem itself, which is a widow indeed," &c. 
That he did not hold the doctrine of the secret 
rapture is clear ; for he says further on, " Now con- 
cerning the tribulation of the persecution which is 
to fall upon the Church from the adversary, John 
also speaks thus," &&. 
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The views of Hippolytus may be clearly gathered 
from these extracts. They were as nearly as pos- 
sible identical with what has been advanced in these 
pages. 

The author of the earliest extant commentary on 
the Apocalypse was Victorinus, who was martyred 
about a.d. 303. He believes the witnesses to be 
individuals, Elijah and Jeremiah, who are to pro- 
phesy three years and a half. They are to be put 
to death in Jerusalem by Antichrist, who is a per- 
son. The image of the beast he takes to be a 
golden statue of Antichrist, which is to be placed 
in the Temple at Jerusalem, and from which Satan 
is to utter oracles. 

Lactantius wrote early in the fourth century, and 
in his "Divine Institutions" gives his views of 
prophecy. He holds that Antichrist is a king, 
endowed with miraculous powers ; that he would 
cause an image to speak, and even arrest the sun 
in its course ; that he would be worshipped as God ; 
would persecute the Church, and continue forty-two 
months. 

Similar passages might be quoted from Hilary of 
Poictiers, Ambrose, Gregory Nazianzen, Cyril of 
Jerusalem, Jerome, and Chrysostom. But it is, I 
feel, needless. The evangelical Augustine shall be 
my last witness. " The last persecution by Anti- 
christ shall last for three years and six months, as 
we have already said, and is affirmed both in the 
Book of Eevelation and by Daniel the prophet" 
(De Civitate Dei, xx. 1 3). Again, " Daniel prophesies 
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of the last judgment in such a way as to indicate 
that Antichrist shall first come. . . . For when in 
prophetic vision he had seen four beasts, signifying 
four kingdoms, and the fourth conquered by a cer- 
tain king who is recognised as Antichrist. . . . But 
he who reads this passage even half asleep cannot 
fail to see that the kingdom of Antichrist shall 
fiercely, though for a short time, assail the Church 
before the last judgment of God. ... For it is 
patent from the context that the time, times, and 
half a time means a year, and two years, and half 
a year — that is to say, three years and a half. 
Sometimes in Scripture the same thing is indicated 
by months" (De Civitate Dei, xx. 23). 

So incontestable, indeed, is the opinion of the 
early Church, that Mr. Elliott, notwithstanding his 
entire concurrence in the year-day system, is con- 
strained to write thus : " It is, I believe, the fact 
that for the first four centuries the days of Anti- 
christ's duration given in Daniel and the Apocalyptic 
prophecies were interpreted literally as days, not as 
years, by the fathers of the Christian Church" 
(Horse, vol. iii., p. 276). 

The fact is, that this extraordinary mode of in- 
terpretation originated during the dark ages. Almost 
every article of the Christian faith was then cor- 
rupted. The Church forsook the Word of God and 
turned to the opinions of men. All who have any 
acquaintance with Church history know that the 
progress of error was gradual — so gradual, in fact, 
aa to be almost imperceptible. The doctrine of the 
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presence of the body and blood of Christ in the 
elements at the Lord's Supper was thus gradually 
mooted ; but, after centuries of discussion, it was not 
adopted in the form of transubstantiation till the 
Lateran Council A.D. 1 2 1 6. So with regard to pro- 
phetic interpretation. For four centuries, at any 
rate, the literal principle commanded universal 
assent. It was not till darkness was deepening 
and corruption spreading with frightful rapidity 
that Tichonius, an African Donatist, in the latter 
part of the. fourth or beginning of the fifth century, 
advocated the idea that the 1 260 days might signify 
the whole interval between Christ's coining and the 
end of the world, or that a " time," or year, was 
possibly to be taken as meaning a century. In this 
he follows, as will be recollected, the unconverted 
Jews of Justin Martyr's day. A mystical as well 
as literal exposition of the 1260 days was taught 
by Primasius and Andreas in the sixth, and by the 
venerable Bede in the eighth century. They were 
followed by others. It was not, however, till the 
latter part of the twelfth century that the year-day 
theory was actually formulated. Its author was 
Joachim, abbot of a monastery in Calabria, who 
received permission from Pope Lucius III. in 1 182 
to give himself entirely to prophetical studies. May 
we not, then, fairly regard this system as one of the 
many errors for which we are indebted to Eome ? 

There is an interesting account still extant, given 
by Eoger of Hoveden, of an interview which our 
King Eichard I. had with Joachim. Joachim ex- 
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pounded to the king, amongst other things, the 
vision of the woman clothed with the sun, and 
further alluded to Antichrist as one who was already 
born at Eome. 

To this the king objected, " I thought that 
Antichrist would be born in Antioch or in Babylon, 
of the tribe of Dan ; and would reign in the Temple 
of the Lord, which is in Jerusalem; and would 
walk in that land in which Christ walked; and 
would reign in it for three years and a half; and 
would dispute against Elijah and Enoch, .and would 
kill them ; and would die ; and that after his death 
God would give sixty days of repentance, in which 
those might repent who should have erred from the 
way of truth, and been seduced by the teaching of 
Antichrist and his false prophets " (Horse, vol. iv., 
p. 419, note). 

This extract is important as showing the current 
opinion of the Church at that time upon the subject 
of unfulfilled prophecy. Antichrist's connection 
with the East and with Babylon is worthy of 
notice. 

The literal interpretation of prophecy, then, we 
regard as at once in harmony with the Word of 
God and with the opinion of the early Church. 
In expecting an accomplishment of the predictions 
concerning the future as literal, as has been the case 
in the past, we follow in the steps of the great 
Christian writers of the early Church. 

But however believers may differ in their expecta- 
tions as to the future, ^Yiettv^ they adopt the literal 
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or the spiritual view, whether they expect the 
Advent to be premiUennial or post-millennial, one 
thing is certain — they all love their precious Master, 
long to see Him glorified, and hope to share that 
glory. It is deeply to be regretted that some who 
have written upon prophecy have done so in a 
spirit of bitterness and uncharitableness. Far 
better, assuredly, is it to have the heart filled with 
the love of Jesus than the head well stored with 
prophetic lore. If the two can be combined, so 
much the better. But if we must choose, the 
former is to be preferred without the slightest 
hesitation. 

At the same time, a right understanding of the 
prophetic Scriptures is of great practical importance. 
I have found, personally, much light and comfort 
from their study. Dim, misty views are so often 
entertained by otherwise intelligent, well-taught 
Christians upon this subject, that I have compiled 
this little work in the hope that it may be the 
means of helping them to understand in some 
measure the sure word of prophecy. 

Such I entreat to test its statements by the 
Scriptures of truth, to accept nothing upon human 
authority, and to go direct to the Spirit of God, 
whose office it is to guide His people into " all the 
truth." 

May He who bears the iniquity of our holy 
things mercifully pardon anything and everything 
that is contrary to His will ! May He prevent it 
from doing harm ! 
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That the covenant Head of the Church may keep 
both writer and reader living in the sunshine of 
His presence, is my earnest prayer. May our con- 
versation be in heaven, and our hope that He will 
change the body of our humiliation, so that it may 
be fashioned like the body of His glory ! 

Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus ! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all. Amen. 



THE END. 
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the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of "The Gates of 
Prayer," " Morning and Night Watches," &c 

IX. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

SOUTH AFRICAN MISSIONS. 

By C. H. Malan, Author of " A Soldier's Experience of God's 

Love." 

x. 
New and Enlarged Edition, crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

ILLUSTRATIVE TEXTS AND TEXTS ILLUS- 
TRATED. 

By the Rev. J. W. Bardsley, M.A., Vicar of St. Paul's, Greenwich. 

XI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

WYCH HAZEL : 

A Tale. By Susan and Anna Warner, Authors of " The Wide, 

Wide World," Ac 

XII. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

IMMANUEL'S LAND, 

And other Pieces. By A. R. C 

xm. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

FOUNDATION TRUTHS: 

Lectures on Romans viii. 33, 34, preached in Portman Chapel 
dnring Lent 1875. By the Rev. J. W. Reeve, M.A., Canon of 
Bristol, Author ot " 1\& Ttitaa ol 5*Wid< &,*» 



XIV. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

RIVERS OF ICE. 

A Tale Illustrative of Alpine Adventure and Glacier Action. By 
R. M. Ballantynb, Author of "The Pirate City." With 
Illustrations. 

xv. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

GIVING TRUST: 

Containing " Bread and Oranges," and "The Rapids of Niagara." 
Tales illustrating "The Lord's Prayer." By Susan Warnku. 
With Coloured Illustrations. Qolden Ladder Series. 

XVI. 

Royal 3 2 mo, Is. 6d. cloth, gilt edges, 

THE BORDER LAND, AND OTHER POEMS. 

By L. N. R., Author of " The Book and its Story." 

XVII. 
Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. cloth, 

ECHOES FROM A CONTINENTAL CITY AND A 

LONDON SUBURB. 

By the Rev. F. J. Serjeant, Vicar of St Mary's, Fulham. 

New Edition, Enlarged. 

XVIII. 

Crown 8vo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

INSTRUCTIONS ON THE CHURCH CATECHISM: 

Being Fifty-two Lessons for Bible Class, Sunday School, &c. By 
the Rev. Rowley Hill, M.A., Vicar of Sheffield, Author of 
"The Titles of our Lord." 

XIX. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

SEEKING THE LOST. 

Incidents and Sketches of Christian Work in London. By the 
Rev. C. J. Whitmore, Author of "The Bible in the Work- 
shop." 

XX. 

Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

THE GOSPEL IN SANTHALISTAN. 

By an Old Indian. With Pretax \fj t\i*^w»\l^^^^"X^ 



XXI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 
HOLDEN WITH THE CORDS. 

By the Author of " Within and Without." With Coloured 
i Illustrations. Golden Ladder Series. 

XXII. 

Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

TWELVE MONTHS IN MADAGASCAR. 

By the Rev. J. Mullens, D.D., Foreign Secretary of the London 
' Missionary Society. With Illustrations. 

xxin. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE SAINTLY CALLING. 

By the Rev. C. D. Bell, M.A., Rector of Cheltenham, and Hon. 

Canon of Carlisle. 

XXIV. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. cloth, 

THE WOMEN OF INDIA AND CHRISTIAN 
WORK IN THE ZENANA. 

By Mrs Weitbbecht. 

xxv. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

CLEFTS OF THE ROCK ; 

Or, The Believer's Grounds of Confidence in Christ. By the Rev. 
J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of " The Gates of Prayer," &c. 

XXVI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. cloth, 

THE RENT VEIL.. 

By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D., Author of "Christ of God," &c. 

XXVII. 

4 to, 10s. 6d. cloth, 

EDDA: 

Tales of a Grandmother. A History of Denmark. Edited by 
Philojuvknis. New Edition. With many Illustrations. 

xxvm. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE PIRATE CITY: 

An Algerine Tale. By R. "NL Bm^KTYNE, Author of " Black 

Ivory" &c. ^ittil&wftxt&sui. 



XXIX. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

SCEPTRES AND CROWNS, 

And the Flag of Truce, illustrating the Lord's Prayer. By the 
Author of " The Wide, Wide World." With Coloured Illustra- 
tions. 

XXX. 

Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. cloth, 

SEED-TIME IN KASHMIR ; 
A Memoir of William J. Elmslie, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., &c, late Medi- 
cal Missionary of the C. M. S. in Kashmir. By His Widow and 
Dr W. Burns Thomson, Medical Missionary. 

XXXI, 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

A SOLDIER'S EXPERIENCE OF GOD'S LOVE 
AND OF HIS FAITHFULNESS TO HIS WORD. 

By C. H. Malan, once a Major of the British Army. 

XXXII. 

Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

A MEMOIR OF THE RIGHT REV. ROBERT DALY, 

D.D., LATE LORD BISHOP OF CASHEL, ETC. 
By Mrs Hamilton Madden, Author of "Personal Recollections of 

, the Bishop of Cashel." 

XXXIII. 

Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

URBANE AND HIS FRIENDS. 

By Mrs Prentiss, Author of " Stepping Heavenward." 
With Coloured Illustrations. 

XXXIV. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

EARTH'S MORNING; 

Or, Thoughts on Genesis. By the Rev. Hobatius Bonar, D.D., 
Author of " Light and Truth," &c. 

XXXV. 

Post 8vo, 6e. cloth, 

FOUR YEARS IN ASHANTEE. 

By the Missionaries Ramseyer and Kuhne. 

xxxvi. 

Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

REAL PICTURES OF CLERICAL LIFE IN 

IRELAND. 
By J. Duncan Cbaig, D.D., AutkoT oi " \j&\><foaofe&&? 



XXXVII. 

Royal 32mo, each 6d. sewed ; 9d. cloth, 

MORNING BELLS and LITTLE PILLOWS. 

Being Waking and Good-Night Thoughts for the Little Ones. By 
Frances K. Havebgal, Author of " Under the Surface/' &c 

XXXVIII. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

HILLS THAT BRING PEACE. 

By the Rev. C. D. Bell, Honorary Canon of Carlisle, Author of 

" Night Scenes of the Bible/ 
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XXXIX. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

LETTERS OF RUTH BRYAN. 

By the Author of " Handfuls of Purpose." With a Preface by the 

Rev. A. Moody Stuart, M.A. 

XL. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

LECTURES ON GREAT MEN. 

By the late Rev. Frederic Myers, Incumbent of St John's, 
Keswick. With Preface by the Rev. T. H. Tarlton. 

xli. 
16 mo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

A GOLDEN SUNSET. 

Being an Account of the Last Days of Hannah Broomfield. By 
the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of " The Healing Waters 
of Israel," &c. 

XLII. 

32mo, lOd. cloth, 

THE FOURTH WATCH. 

By Anna Warner, Author of " The Melody of the Twenty-third 

Psalm;' "The Golden Ladder," &c. 

XLIII. 

Crown 8vo, Is. cloth limp, 

CROSSING THE RIVER. 

By the Author of "The Life of the late Rev. Dr Marsh," 
'* Memorials of Captain Hedley Vicars," &cl 

xuv. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

RELIGIOUS POEMS. 

By the Author ot " Ste^tafc^^wsreakJ 1 fe&. 



XLV. 

Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

A THIRD SERIES OF SERMONS PREACHED 

AT KING'S LYNN. 

By the late Rev. E. Hull, B.A. 

xlvl 

Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. cloth, 

LONG EVENINGS, AND WORK TO DO IN THEM. 

By Mrs Baylet, Author of "Ragged Homes, and how to Mend 

them." 

XLVII. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth. 

CHURCH AND HOME LESSONS FROM 
THE BOOK OF HOSEA, FOR FAMILY READING. 

By the Rev. A. C. Thistleton, Dublin. 

XLVIII. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE TITLES OF JEHOVAH : 

A Series of Lectures preached during Lent 1858. By the Rev. J. 
W. Reeve, M.A., Author of " The Death of Self, the Life of 
Service." 

XLIX. 

Post 8vo, -6s. 6d. cloth, 

BLENDING LIGHTS ; 

Or, The Relations of Natural Science, Achaeology, and History to 
the Bible. By the Rev. William Fraser, LL.D. 

L. 

Post 8vo, 68. 6d. cloth, 

MEMORIES OF PATMOS ; 

Or, Some of the Great Words and Visions of the Apocalypse. By 
the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., Author of "A Golden Sunset," 
&c. 

LI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

CHRIST IN THE WORLD. 
By the Rev. F. Whitfield, M.A., Author of " Light and Life in 

Christ." 

LIL 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE EVERLASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS; 

Or, How shall Man be just with God? By the Rot. Hft^vKxs^ 
Bonar, D.D. t Author of " Tte Soufc oltti*^w* ^jtwaaswT 



8 

ihl 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

DEEP BOOTS FOR PLEASANT FRUITS : 

Containing Notes of above One Hundred of the Rev. E. Lilling- 
ston's Sermons. By the Editor of " Possession and Profession." 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE : 

Lectures Preached in Portman ChapeL By the Key. 

J. W. Reeve, M.A. 

lv. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6<L cloth, 

WANDERING HOMES AND THEIR INFLUENCES. 

By the Author of " The Physician's Daughters." 

LVI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6<L cloth. 

GIVING HONOUR: 

Containing "The Little Camp on Eagle Hill," and "Willow 
Brook." By the Author of " The Wide, Wide World." With 
Coloured Illustrations. 

Lvn. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

ANNALS OF ENGLISH PRESBYTERY. 

By the late Rev. T. M'Crie, D.D., LL.D., Emeritus Professor of the 

English Presbyterian College. 

Lvin. 
Crown 8vo, 16s. cloth, 

OUR CHRISTIAN CLASSICS : 

Readings from the Best Divines, with Notices Biographical and 
Critical. By the late James Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S. In Four 
Volumes. 

LIX. 

Fifth Edition, post 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

A TREATISE ON THE PREPARATION AND 

DELIVERY OF SERMONS. 

By John A. Broadus, D.D. 

With Preface by the Rev. Joseph Angus, D.D. 

LX. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMORIALS OF CAPTAIN HEDLEY VICARS, 

97th Regiment. By tta kxftW Qi u ^\i^a.Hftarts 
and 1&ng^^i !&£&&&" &&• 



LXI. 

Royal 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth extra, 

HYMNS OF FAITH AND HOPE. 

Royal Edition, containing most of the Hymns in the Three Series 
By the Rev. H. Bonar, D.D., Author of " The Rent Veil, " Ac. 

Lxn. 
Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

DEAR OLD ENGLAND : 

A Description of our Fatherland. Dedicated to all English 
Children. By Jane A. Winscom. 

Lxni. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

MOSES THE MAN OF GOD : 

A Series of Lectures. By the late James Hamilton, D.D., F.L.S., 
Author of " The Life in Earnest/' &C 

LXIV. 

16mo, each 2s. 6d. cloth, 4s. 6d. silk, 

HEAVENLY THOUGHTS FOR MORNING AND 

EVENING HOURS : 

Selections in Prose and Verse, with Passages from Scripture. By 

the late Lady Catherine Long. 

lxv. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth ; Cheap Edition, 2s. cloth limp, 

ENGLISH HEARTS AND ENGLISH HANDS ; 

Or, The Railway and the Trenches. By the Author of " Memorials 

of Captain Hedley Vicars," &c. 

LXVI. 

Crown Svo, 5s. cloth, 

ST PAUL: 

His Life and Ministry, to the Close of his Third Missionary Journey. 
By the late Rev. T. Binnet, Author of "From Seventeen to 
Thirty," &c. 

LXVII. 

Crown 8vo, each 3s. 6d. cloth, 

ILLUSTRATIVE GATHERINGS FOR PREACHERS 

AND TEACHERS. 
By the Rev. G. S. Bowes, B. A. YVnfc wA^b^^****- 
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LXVHI. 

Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL INDEX : 

Pointing out the History and Progress of Sabbath Schools. WitlT 
Examples in Pictorial, Illustrative, and Object Teaching. By 
R. G. Pardee, M. A. ; with Introductory Preface by the Rev. 
J. H. Wilson, Edinburgh. 

lxix. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

EFFIE'S FRIENDS; 

Or, Chronicles of the Woods and Shores. A Tale. By the Author 
of " The Story of Wandering Willie." Illustrated by Harry 
Rogers. 

lxx. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF SIR HENRY 

HAVELOCK, K.C.B.; 

Compiled from Unpublished Papers, &c. By the Rev. 
W. Brock, D.D. With Portrait. 

LXXI. 
Crown 8vo, 4s. 6d. cloth, 

THE HEALING WATERS OF ISRAEL ; 

Or, The Story of Naaman the Syrian. An Old Testament Chapter 
in Providence and Grace. By the Rev. J. R. Macduff, D.D., 
Author of " Memories of Bethany," &c. 

LXXII. 

Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

BLACK IVORY: 

A Tale of Adventure among the Slavers of East Africa. By 
R. M. Ballantyne, Author of " The Lifeboat," " The Norse- 
men in the West," &c. Illustrations. 

LXXIH. 

16mo, 2s. cloth, 
Post 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

DARK SAYINGS OF OLD : 

Being an Attempt to elucidate certain Difficult Passages of Holy 
Scripture, in a Series oi Ten lActam. B^ the Rev. Joseph B. 
M'Caul, Honorary Canon oi ItaduNtafE* 
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LXXIV. 

Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, ' 

THE CHURCH IN THE HOUSE : 

A Series of Lessons on the Acts of the Apostles. By the Rev. 
William Arnot, Author of " This Present World," &c. 

LXXV. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE CHRIST OF GOD. 

By the Rev. Horatius Bonar, D.D., Author of " Hymns of Faith 

and Hope," &c. 

LXXVI. 

THE GATES OF PRAYER: 

A Book of Private Devotion for Morning and Evening. By the 
Author of "Morning and Night Watches, ,; &c. 

LXXVII. 

Post 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

THE WORD OF LIFE : 

Being Selections from the Work of a Ministry. By the Rev. 
Charles J. Brown, D.D., Edinburgh. 

lxxviii. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE GOSPEL AND ITS FRUITS : 

A Book for the Young. By the Rev. J. H. Wilson, Edinburgh, 
Author of " Our Father in Heaven," &c. 

LXXIX. 

Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

SELECT REMAINS OF ISLAY BURNS, D.D., 

Of the Free Church College, Glasgow. Edited by the Rev. 
James C. Burns. With Biographical Sketch by the Rev. 
Professor Blaikie, D.D. 

lxxx. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMOIR OF JOHN LOVERING COOKE, 

Formerly Gunner in the Royal Artillery, and late Lay- Agent of 
the British Sailors' Institute, Boulogne ; with a SketoK ol tka 
Indian Mutiny. By the Bav. C. H.\i. N**.\Qra^^&~k~ 
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LXXXI. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE INGLISES; 
Or, How the Way Opened. By Margaret J. Robertson, Author 

of " ChriBtie Redfern's Troubles." 

lxxxh. 
Post 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

SOLDIERS AND SERVANTS OF CHRIST; 

Or, Chapters from Church History. With Preface by the Rev. 
F. V. Mather, M.A., Vicar of St Paul's, Clifton, and Canon of 
Bristol. 

Lxxxin. 

32mo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

THE MINISTRY OF SONG. 
By Frances Ridley Havergal, Author of "Bruey," &c. 

LXXXIV. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

DARE TO DO RIGHT: 

Three Tales by the Author of ""Nettie's Mission," &c. 

With Six Coloured Illustrations. 

LXXXV. 

Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

MEMOIR OF THE REV. J. J. WEITBRECHT, 

Late Missionary of the Church Missionary Society in Bengal. Com- 
piled by his Widow from his Journals and his Letters. With a 
Preface by the late Rev. H. Venn, M.A. 

LXXXVL 

Royal 16 mo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

LITTLE MAGDA: 

The Story of a Child. By Rose Burrowes. 

lxxxvh. 
Crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

A YEAR WITH THE EVERARDS. 

By the Hon. Mrs Clifford Butler, Author of " Little Elsie's 

Summer at Malvern," &c. 

lxxxvih. 
Foolscap 8vo, with Illustrations, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

NIDWORTH ; 
Or, The Three Magic ^WanAa. "fcj >ik& kwthor of " Stepping 
Heavenward" "lA\fc\fc%>a&i" fe&» 
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LXIXIX. 

Crown 8vo, 6s. cloth, 

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH : 

Sermons on the Apostolic Commission (Matt. xxviii. 18-20). By 
the Rev. Adolph Saphir, B. A., Author of " Christ Crucified." 

xc. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

OUR FRIENDS IN HEAVEN ; 

Or, The Mutual Recognition of the Redeemed in Glory Demon- 
strated. By J. M. Killen, D.D., Author of " Our Companions 
in Glory," &c. A New Edition. 

XOL 
Crown 8vo, 2s. cloth limp ; 2s, 6d. boards, 

THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH : 

A Sequel to "Heavenly Places." By Stevenson A. Blackwood, 
Author of " The Shadow and the Substance," &c. 

xon. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

LIGHT AND LIFE IN (JURIST. 
By the Rev. F. Whitfield, M.A., Author of " Voices from the 

Valley," &c. 

XCHI. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THE CHILD OF THE CHOSEN PEOPLE : 

A Tale. 

xcnr. 
Small 4to, 6s. cloth, 

CHILD LIFE: 

A Collection of Poems. Edited by J. G. Whither. 
With many Illustrations. 

xov. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth ; Royal 32mo, Is. 6d. cloth, 

UNDER THE SURFACE. 

Poems by Frances Ridley Havergal, Author of " The Ministry 

of Song," &c. 

xcvi. 
Post 8vo, 7s. 6d. cloth, 

SERMONS AND LTOOT&S&. 
By the late Rev. James TIa^tl , lc>t&/E>£>.^^S>- 
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xcvn. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

COMFORT YE, COMFORT YE: 

Being God's Words of Comfort addressed to His Church in the 
last Twenty-seven Chapters of Isaiah. By the Rev. J. R. 
Macduff, D.D. 

xcviii. 
Crown 8vo, 5s. cloth, 

THE NORSEMEN IN THE WEST; 

Or, America before Columbus. By R. M. Ballantyne, Author of 

" The Iron Horse," &c. With Illustrations. 

xcrx. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

SCRIPTURE ITSELF THE ILLUSTRATOR. 
By the Rev. G. S. Bowes, B.A. 

o. 
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

BRUEY, A LITTLE WORKER FOR CHRIST. 
By Frances Ridley Havergal, Author of "The Ministry of 

Song," &c. 

% CL 

Crown 8vo, each 6s. cloth, 

SYNOPTICAL LECTURES ON THE BOOKS OF 

HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

First Series — Genesis to Canticles. Second Series — Isaiah to Acts. 
Third Series — Completing the Work. By the Rev. Donald 
Fraser, D.D., Marylebone. 

on. 
Post 8vo, each 7s. 6d. cloth, 

THE WORKS OF THE LATE JAMES HAMILTON, 

D.D., F.L.S. Complete in Six Volumes. 

cm. 
Small crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. cloth, 

THIS PRESENT WORLD: 

Sketches from Nature and Art taken in the Vacations of a 
Professional Life. By the Rev. W. Arnot. 

ctv. 
Small crown 8vo, 2s. 6d. cloth, 

MATTHEW FROST, CARRIER; 
Or, Little Snowdrop's Mission. By Emma Marshall, Author of 

44 Tntee Little Sisters," &c 
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